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Fact sheet waste to resource programme

Linear economy Economy Circular economy
with feedback loops
Raw materials

Production

Residual waste

¥ o
Vg» é Waste to Resource

The Netherlands Waste to Resource programme aims at stimulating the transition to a circular
economy, which requires a broad, integral and Cabinet-wide approach. Therefore the Ministry of
Infrastructure and the Environment works intensively with other ministries.

The Netherlands is also pursuing a more circular economy outside the EU. The Netherlands exports
a lot of knowledge and environmental technology that can help establish a circular economy in
other countries.

The programme elaborates eight operational objectives in the sequence of the value chain.

1. Promoting sustainability at the front of the chain

A circular economy reuses products and raw materials and conserves natural resources. Products
are made and marketed in a way that makes them fit perfectly into a circular economy. The
creation of closed natural cycles is also promoted. Therefore, the government is pursuing to:

° Stimulate circular design

o Close local cycles
° Stimulate preservation and finance of Natural Capital
° Make packaging more sustainable

2. Making consumption patterns more sustainable

To accelerate the transition to a circular economy, it is important for members of the public to start
consuming sustainably. As a major purchaser, the national government also has a possibility to use
its purchasing power to speed up the transition. With this in mind the Cabinet wants to:

o develop an approach to sustainable consumption patterns based on behavioural knowledge;
° strengthen the role of the retail sector, thrift stores and repair companies;

° enhance sustainable procurement by public bodies

° use the retail sector to make consumption more sustainable

3. Improving waste separation and collection

In a circular economy there is no waste. The government’s ambition is to minimise the volume of
recyclable materials ending up in incineration plants. The separation of waste - particularly at the
source - is a precondition. The programme seeks to:

° minimise the quantity of residual Dutch waste in incineration plants;
° facilitate municipalities in improving the separation and collection of waste;
o inspire households to improve their separation of waste;



e separate waste from offices, shops and public spaces.

4. Focusing existing waste policy on a circular economy
The goal of waste policy must be to reuse materials. At present, legislation is often seen as
obstructing this goal. The following needs to be done:

° identification and elimination of unnecessary obstacles in legislation;

° stimulate the application of end-of-waste status;

° promotion of recycling by means of a level European playing field for waste;
° creation of scope for innovation in legislation and in standards

5. Adopting an approach to specific material chains and waste streams
An advantage of focusing on specific material chains is that all parties in the value chain are
stimulated to establish a common approach for the entire chain. A specific approach to a material
chain is geared more to the use of specific material and product chains. Central government can
stimulate and facilitate the process of making a value chain sustainable. It can facilitate
consultations between chain parties, enabling them to formulate joint goals and define what they
need from each other in order to achieve those goals. This focus on specific material chains is being
expanded and institutionalised by the Waste to Resource programme. This entails:

° setting up a support desk for a material chain approach;

o accelerating specific material chains such as the one for plastics;
o stimulating high-quality recycling in each chain;

° high-quality use of biotic residual materials.

6. Developing financial and other market incentives

To close material chains and reduce the burden on the environment, it is important for financial
incentives to stimulate circularity. Unless there are good business cases, the opportunities for a
circular economy will not be seized by the market. For that reason, the government will:

o stimulate the use of new business models;
o drive the dissemination of knowledge and the widespread application of innovative solutions;
e adapt landfill tax rules to ensure they tie in with promoting the circular economy.

7. Connecting knowledge and education to the circular economy

The transition to a circular economy requires system innovation, including technical innovation as
well as institutional and cultural changes. This programme seeks to promote the development and
sharing of knowledge in the field of the circular economy. For that reason the Cabinet will:

° set up knowledge and education programmes for Waste to Resource,
° focus European research programmes on the circular economy;
o make the Netherlands a circular hotspot.

8. Simplifying measurement methods, indicators and certification labels
Criteria, assessment methods, indicators and quality labels provide transparency. They help
consumers, companies and policymakers to make informed choices. The Cabinet wants to promote
the use of reliable and unambiguous methods and also innovative measurement methods.
Therefore, the programme will:

o harmonise and standardise methods and indicators;
° improve information about waste streams.
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