
Paper for the House Committee 
 

Report on S Rajaratnam School of International Studies and 
the World Trade Organization Parliamentarian Workshop on  
International Trade 2015 submitted by Hon SIN Chung-kai 

 
 
Purpose 
 
 This report summarizes my observations during my attendance at the 
Parliamentarian Workshop on International Trade 2015 ("the Workshop") held in 
Singapore from 25 to 27 May 2015.   
 
 
Background 
 
2. Against the backdrop of growing global trade and increasingly complex 
trade issues, the role played by parliamentarians in paving the way for good 
international trade relations is now more pivotal than ever.  In light of the need to 
enhance the capacity of parliamentarians in dealing with trade-related issues and keep 
them updated with the latest developments, the Centre for Multilateralism Studies at 
the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies ("RSIS")1 and the World Trade 
Organization ("WTO")2 organized the RSIS-WTO Parliamentarian Workshop 2015 
from 25 to 27 May 2015 in Singapore.  The Workshop was co-sponsored by the 
WTO Secretariat, and the Temasek Foundation3 under the auspices of the Temasek 
Foundation Series on Trade & Negotiations. 
 
                                                 
1 RSIS was established in 2007 as an autonomous school within the Nanyang Technological 

University in Singapore.  Its mission is to be a leading research and graduate teachinginstitution 
in strategic and international affairs in the Asia Pacific region.  The Centre for Multilateralism 
Studies is one of the five centres of RSIS and is dedicated to facilitating policy dialogue and 
academic debate on regional cooperation and integration through the conduct of scholarly and 
policy research, teaching/training, and networking on cooperative multilateralism in the Asia 
Pacific region.  

2 Established in 1995, WTO is an international organization dealing with the rules of trade among 
states and separate customs territories.  WTO provides a forum for negotiating agreements 
aimed at reducing obstacles to international trade and ensuring a level playing field for all.  It 
also provides a legal and institutional framework for the implementation and monitoring of trade 
agreements, as well as for settling disputes arising from their interpretation and application.  
WTO currently has 162 members, accounting for over 95% of world trade.  The Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region has been a WTO member since 1 January 1995.  

3 Set up in 2007 by Temasek, an investment company based in Singapore, the Temasek 
Foundation is a Singapore philanthropic organization that seeks to build a more prosperous, 
stable and connected Asia through building human and social capital.  It supports training 
programmes that build capabilities in health care, education, public administration and 
disaster-response, and programmes that promote positive networks of cooperation in and across 
communities in Asia.  
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3. The Legislative Council ("LegCo") received an invitation from RSIS in 
February 2015 to nominate two LegCo Members to attend the Workshop.  As the 
theme of the Workshop fell within the terms of reference of the Panel on Commerce 
and Industry ("the Panel"), President of LegCo had referred the invitation to the Panel 
for consideration on whether to accept the invitation.  The Panel agreed at its 
meeting on 17 March 2015 to accept the invitation and to open the invitation to all 
other LegCo Members and that the expenses incurred by Members attending the 
Workshop would be charged to the Members' Overseas Duty Visit accounts.   
 
4. Subsequently, the House Committee endorsed at its meeting on 17 April 
2015 the recommendation of the Panel to nominate me to attend the Workshop and 
the related funding arrangements.  
 
 
The Workshop 
 
5. The three-day Workshop brought together 15 speakers and more than 60 
parliamentarians from 18 countries in the Asia Pacific region to discuss new trends 
and topics confronting the multilateral trading regime.  The Workshop comprised 
eight sessions, covering topics in the following key areas of international trade: 
 

(a) How the WTO Works; 
(b) The Bali Package and Beyond: How to Finish the Doha Business; 
(c) Climate Change and Trade; 
(d) The Trade Facilitation Agreement: State of Play and Way Forward; 
(e) The Trade Facilitation Agreement: What Impact for the Asian Region; 
(f) Singapore's Experience of Trade Facilitation; 
(g) Encouraging New Trade Patterns: Joining Global Value Chains; and 
(h) Managing Disputes Over Trade. 
 

6. The keynote address of the Workshop entitled "The World Trade 
Organization at the age of 20: what challenges for the future?" was delivered by   
Mr Roberto Carvalho de Azevêdo, Director General of WTO.  The agenda, 
biographies of speakers and list of participants of the Workshop are in Appendices I, 
II and III respectively. 
 
 
Observation and conclusion 
 
7. Parliamentarians play a key role in the facilitation of good international 
trade relations.  As negotiating and managing a country's participation in trade 
agreements has grown increasingly complex, it is pivotal for parliamentarians and 
trade officials to gain the knowledge and skills to deal with the complexity of 
negotiations, day-to-day policy-making, and implementation in relation to trade 
issues and agreements.   
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8. The Workshop equipped participants with a deeper understanding of WTO, 
as well as the current and future negotiating issues in international trade and a 
sustained focus on the particular concerns of developing states in the relevant 
negotiation process.  The knowledge I gained in the Workshop was conducive to the 
discharge of my role as parliamentarian in facilitating trade, as well as in considering 
and ratifying international agreements for domestic implementation.  The Workshop 
also provided parliamentarians with good opportunities for networking, knowledge 
sharing and exchange of views as the participants were from various countries around 
the region.  Although Hong Kong champions free trade, we should continue to 
participate in different levels of international dialogues and forums.  This seminar is 
more useful for countries with more trade barriers such as more tariffs on import or 
export.  But I believe Hong Kong's participation is necessary.  I consider the 
Workshop effective and worthy of participation by LegCo Members.  
 
 
 
 
Hon SIN Chung-kai 
13 June 2016 
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