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Officer dies from 1njuries

By LUIS LIU in Hong Kongluisliu@chinadailyhk.com The hawker control officer assaulted by an
unlicensed hawker 1n Central on Sunday died at Queen Mary Hospital on Wednesday.

Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying and Secretary for Food and Health Ko Wingman expressed their
“profound sadness” and extended “their deepest condolences” to 58-year-old deceased officer
Wu Kongsum' s family.

Leung said the government would provide any assistance necessary to help the family cope at this
difficult time.

The case 1s under investigation as a 36-year-old Pakistani hawker surrendered himself at Central
Police Station on Tuesday afternoon.

He was charged with manslaughter after Wu died, and will appear before a court today (Thursday).

According to surveillance footage published on Tuesday, Wu was working alone at the time of the
assault. He approached a man selling baseball caps outside the On Lok Yuen Building on Des Voeux
Road Central.

The footage showed Wu struggling with the hawker, and seconds later he was pushed to the ground.
His head hit the ground and he was rushed into intensive care at Queen Mary Hospital.

Chairwoman of Hong Kong Food and Environmental Hygiene Department Staff Rights Union Li
Mei-siu said officers had long been at risk of assault. Li advised the government to insist on  “two
man inspection teams” .

The union records around 100 work-related injuries every year, according to Li.

She said the situation was more intense when dealing with foreign nationals because of the
communication barrier. With some hawkers ignorant of the city’ s laws, this leads to more violent
acts due to fears of imprisonment.

She urged that the Food and Environmental Hygiene Department (FEHD) conduct a review to avoid
the reoccurrence of such incidents.
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Ko Wing-man said he would boost protective measures for frontline law enforcement officers when
police conclude their investigations. He urged the FEHD to consider enhancing training.

According to the FEHD, there have been 42 cases of hawker control team staff receiving injuries
while on duty 1n the past 12 months.

FEHD Director Vivian Lau Lee-kwan said the department continues to support frontline colleagues
“asusual” and will meet staff representatives to improve their patrolling system.

Agriculture and Fisheries Legislator Steven Ho Chunyin said the Legislative Council’ s
Subcommittee on Hawker Policy would submit a report urging the government to improve its hawker
administration system.

CCTV screenshots show the attack by a hawker on hygiene officer Wu Kong-sum in Central on
Sunday. Wu died 1n hospital on Wednesday.
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