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Doctor had lapse in vigilance, panel says

A pathologist who made mistakes in the health reports of 118 patients and led 17 into incorrect:
treatment at the United Christian Hospital had “a lapse of sustained vigilance”, an independent
review panel said.

The panel of experts, set up to investigate the blunders at the hospital in Kwun Tong, concluded
that it was mainly due to poor personal performance.

The mistakes included failing to detect cancer cells and confusing medical terms.

“The investigation report pointed out that making pathological diagnosis requires a high level of

attentiveness,” a Hospital Authority spokesman said. “The ... incident was mainly due to a
personal performance issue.”

The unnamed doctor, who obtained her specialist qualification last year, is on leave until
November after the department suspended her from issuing reports independently.

The hospital will soon begin a human resources proceeding and decide on a course of disciplinary
action.

Meanwhile, the spokesman said the hospital had decided to stop the doctor from issuing her own
reports, and to arrange a senior pathologist to supervise her.

The hospital announced the blunders after it conducted a comprehensive review of all 2,153
reports the doctor had issued independently from October last year to May, when the pathology
department found three inaccuracies in a routine review.

After completing the review, the hospital last month revealed the inaccuracies in 118 patients’
reports, which led to a change of treatment for 17.

The panel criticised the hospital for delaying reporting of the incident until the end of the review
process.

Seven of the 118 patients died, but the panel concluded that the large-scale misdiagnosis was not
linked to the deaths.

It suggested the hospital enforce a system to monitor trainees, and maintain a review mechanism
to strengthen coordination between departments.

Alex Lam Chi-yau, vice-chairman of the Hong Kong Alliance of Patients’ Organisations, urged the
Medical Council to follow up on affected cases if any complaints were received. “This is a lot of
cases, and the impact could be huge,” Lam said.
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