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Tel, direet: +41 22791 4253 Dr Wingqnan Ko

Fax direct: 14122791 4832 Secretary for Food and Health

E-mail ; .
Government of Hong Kong Special

In reply please Administration Region

refer to: 18/F East Wing, Central Government

‘ Offices

Your reference: 2 Tim Mei Avenue, Tamar
Hong Kong (région administrative spéciale
de Chine)
22 June 2015

Dear Secretary,

[ have the honour to congratulate Hong Kong Special Administration Region (SAR) on
its ongoing progress in the field of tobacco control and to offer my full support as the
Governiment updates graphic health warnings and increases their size,

[ 'am happy to share my enthusiasm for the proposed changes to the current graphic health
warnings, particularly in light of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO
FCTC). Article 11 of the Convention states that warmnings “should be 50% or more of the
principal display areas but shall be no less than 30% of the principal display areas.” Since Hong
Kong SAR implemented its current warnings covering 50% of the front and back of the pack,
Guidelines for implementation of Article 11 have been adopted. As the Guidelines recognize,
“le]evidence demonstrates that the effectiveness of health warnings and messages increases with
their prominence.” The Guidelines also recognize the benefits of reviewing packaging and
labelling measures periodically to prevent their effect from wearing out,

By increasing the size of health warnings to cover 85% of the pack Hong Kong SAR will
join a growing list of jurisdictions taking similar action. For example, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Ireland and France have recently followed Australia’s lead
and legislated the introduction of plain packaging of tobacco products. Large warnings are also
becoming the norm. At least 44 jurisdictions have implemented laws, or liave passed laws
awaiting implementation, that require health warnings to cover more than 50% of the front and
back of the pack. These include Nepal (90%), Pakistan (85%), Thailand (85%), Australia
(82.5%), Uruguay (80%), Canada (75%) and Brunei Darussalam (75%).

The tobacco industry and groups that support it will undeubtedly object to changes in the
law, as they have done in other jurisdictions. The opposition of the tobacco industry and its allies
is usually based on false and exaggerated claims that should not deter the Government from
protecting the health of its people in Hong Kong SAR.

cce:  The Director-General, Department of International Cooperation, National Health and
Family Planning Commission of China, Beijing
The Permanent Representative of the People’s Republic of China to the United Nations
Office at Geneva and other International Organizations in Switzerland
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Dr Wing-man Ko, Secretary for Food and Health, Page 2
Hong Kong SAR 22 June 2015

You have my personal support and that of WHO in taking this strong public health
measure that will go a long way to protecting present and fitture generations from tobacco use.

Yours faithfully,

S éﬁ-fﬁ_[{,m_,%

Dr Margaret Chan
Director-General
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