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Member will ask the question in this language
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Community colleges using their surpluses to benefit their students
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The development of the former Cha Kwo Ling Kaolin Mine
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Increase in the number of private vehicles
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Accident and emergency services for residents in Wong Tai Sin
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Regulation of crowd funding
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Damages to the ecology of country parks by visitors
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Measures to diversify sources of tourists to Hong Kong
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Non-Hong Kong residents giving birth while working in Hong Kong
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Transport services for employees working at the Hong Kong International Airport
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Nuisances caused to residents in Hung Hom and To Kwa Wan by tourists
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Retirement protection
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Measures to facilitate the development of data centres in Hong Kong

EaEEE (FEHEHE)

ITHEEBNEETLORERERE  EAUREHET LT RA R
BRY - BABEEREBRBET ONEERECOEREEREEG TERNE
FERNEENRER L ERE  EAMTHBENHEMN LM/
BHZEEMEEENSEL R BA N EHN T RMANKRE =%
LG IE A > WE > AENREEER  ME LRMHRERE
FLOATHEEEBRREARFS - B TR ERR A TSI

Ik

(—)

(=)

(=

B A1 75 5 M A -

ERAGME  HIEHEENNE LA FIE L RMBERER
BHOHEAMBREHRET LONEE  FEFEMNEEZHELD
e RIS B SE SN AP R RYTE L 5 B R A (A /R A R i E
NFEFEARASPRGEY 5 A5 AEE BERERFMAE
SR~ B MEE D

HREEMNTEAARAMESES - DL TRTNSRER
BHROHBEDHEHNSHEBE=20EN s BEXEEREGEN
MR ANGER BB s 58 - B0 R A s 20 52 H A i

-4

ERgSEEmA R SRR ERBE T OBORTER - R
Fit B s — i P 2 P i 3 ORI B B T = 1Y Al 5 R A A
BHRE  ERE G250 B B R E SR o AR
5 B0 WY R DU 2 R 3L SR B (K BE BRI 2 R SF Y
7 [A] &% 7 2



#(13)

i

Prevention of physical abuse of foreign domestic helpers
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Handling of return of borrowed books by public libraries
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Assistance provided for children with special educational needs from low-income families
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Provision of quarters for police officers
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Medical services in Kowloon
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Reduction of air pollutant emissions from electricity generation
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Government’s requests for Internet service providers
to disclose or remove users’ information
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Duty visits conducted by the Chief Executive and politically appointed officials
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Greening projects for buildings
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Dr Hon Elizabeth QUAT (Written Reply)

Will the Government inform this Council:

(1)

2)

3)

According to the latest peer-reviewed science, 100,000 elephants in
Africa were illegally killed for their ivory tusks from 2010 to 2012, a
spiraling crisis that is driven in large part by consumers in this part of the
world. If nothing is done, scientists say the African elephant species
could become extinct within our lifetime. According to media reports,
Hong Kong has been highlighted many times over as an important transit
and consumption hub for illegal ivory. Media reports also allege that our
city's legal ivory trade is cloaking a parallel illegal trade in ivory poached
from illegally killed African elephants. Investigators have found that it is
easy to buy ivory from unlicensed traders in Hong Kong, and as such
Hong Kong's current licensing system is ineffective and is clearly in need
of reform. Wildlife conservation NGOs assert that loopholes exist in the
licensing system through which freshly ivory can be easily laundered into
the market. It is for this reason that the licensing and control system
needs to be re-examined. Other media reports also make mention that
links exist between the illegal wildlife trade and money laundering and
terrorist financing. Following the principles of green living and
environmental sustainability, other countries have enacted commercial
ivory sales bans. To that extent, and giving a detailed response to each
question, not a consolidated reply, can the government please answer the
following questions;

With regards to the Hong Kong government's ongoing phased destruction
by incineration of Hong Kong's 29.6 tonnes of seized ivory, can the
government fill out the table below;

Seized ivory

Quantity destroyed since 15 May 2014 (kilos)

Quantity left still to destroy (kilos)

Number of batches already destroyed

Number of batches left still to destroy

Anticipated completion date of destruction of entire

stockpile of confiscated ivory

Besides seized ivory, with regards to the government's stockpile of other
confiscated endangered species products, can the government fill out the
table below;
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Rhinoceros Leopard Seahorses Pangolin Whole

skins scales pangolin

Weight (kilos)

Quantity

(pieces)
Specie(s),

including latin

name

Anticipated
destruction

date, if any.

There are many small pieces of ivory on the market in Hong Kong,
including a large amount of trinkets and jewelry, much of which has not
been assigned any kind of certification. Even for an expert, it is nearly
impossible to tell the difference between pre-ban ivory and illegally
poached ivory. The legal trade in ivory functions as a legal loophole or
laundering mechanism for illegal blood ivory. How can AFCD officers
be sure that the ivory that being sold openly is from pre-convention
stock, or pre-1989 global ivory ban stock, rather than from freshly
poached elephants, and does AFCD use any updated technology for
checking if ivory on sale is pre-convention or pre-1989 CITES ban ivory
or not, and do they use the latest technology, including DNA analysis and
bomb curve dating using radioactive isotopes, and if not the reason(s) for
that;

Will the government consider raising the maximum judicial penalties for
contravening section 5 of the Protection of Endangered Species of
Animals and Plants Ordinance, Cap. 586, which covers ivory trafficking,
from two years to six years, and from HK$5 million to HK$15 million,
and if not, the reason(s) for that;

As per comms from Richard P.K. Chan, Director of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation, to the Hon. Elizabeth Quat on 22 August
2014, it has been stated that in 2011 to 2013, 42 persons were convicted
of smuggling ivory and the highest penalty laid by the court was 8-month
imprisonment. Can the government provide more details about each case,
including sentences given to convicted persons, names, ages and
nationalities of convicted persons, as well as the full details of each case,
such as the provenance of the seized ivory, where it the seized ivory
bound for, and the kilo quantity seized in each case, and if not, the
reason(s) for that;
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From 2011 to 2013 the quantity of registered ivory stock under License
to Possess barely moved from 116.5 tonnes to 117.1 tonnes, in fact there
was an increase of 600 kilos. Can the government explain why, at a time
of rapid growth in tourism numbers to Hong Kong, including many
visitors from the mainland, many of whom are unaware that it is illegal to
export ivory from Hong Kong, has the legal stockpile barely moved;

With regards to the historic kilo quantities of registered ivory stock under
Licences to Possess, can the government fill out the table below;

o g o of 9 v d o o o g o of o o g o od o d o o ¢ o

KilOS/ g 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 99 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 9 4 94 94 4 -+
g & o o 5 o 9 5 5 o o d J J g 3 3 38 3 ddd9d g9 99 g
-1t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 — — - & & & & & & & & & & & & & o o

[Year

a)

IPre-Conventio

n ivory

b) Prior

CITES

IAppendix 1

listing

c) Breeding in
captivity or
artificial

[propagation

d) Educational

) Botanical

lgardens

f) Hunting

trophies

ig) Law
enforcement /
judicial /

forensic




©)

h) Medical
(including
bio-medical

research)

i)
IReintroductio
n or
introduction

into the wild

j) Personal

k) Circuses
and travelling

exhibitions

1) Scientific

m)

Commercial

n) Zoos

TOTAL

(Kilos)

A recent report from an NGO working to to curb the illegal wildlife trade
shows that over a few weeks in the third and fourth quarters of 2014,
over twenty shops in Kowloon and Hong Kong were found to be selling
ivory illegally without valid AFCD CITES License to Possess certificates
on display. The investigation suggests that a parallel illegal trade in ivory
is using Hong Kong's legal trade as a cover for laundering freshly
poached ivory into the market. In order to slow down the worst excesses
of the trade, can AFCD immediately implement a range of administrative
measures such as:- a) a moratorium on all new ivory possession licenses,
b) the cancellation of inactive ivory possession licenses, the c¢) the
removal of 'Commercial' from the list of 'Codes for Purpose of
Transaction' on the Licence to Possess, and if not, the reason(s) for that;
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It has been noted that the mainland China government is more
transparent than the Hong Kong government with regards to publicly
posting the details of retail stores and factories engaged in the sale of
ivory. The State Forestry Administration (SFA), which is the China
CITES management authority, updates its website every two years with a
complete list of stores and factories that sell and/or carve ivory,
providing names and addresses of those companies and individuals
engaged in the trade. There are currently 37 factories in China engaged in
ivory carving and 145 licensed ivory retail stores, and the full names and
addresses of each company and individual are all published on the the
SFA website and as such, is in the public domain. However, in Hong
Kong, the current list of 447 ivory traders is still kept secret by AFCD. In
light of this, can the government inform the council why the full list of
the 447 holders of ivory possession licenses, with names and addresses
cannot be released to the public, if it can be done in mainland China? It is
in the public interest that the list be disclosed as soon as possible so that

the media and the NGO community can better report on various alleged
illegal activities of the Hong Kong ivory traders; and

Will the government consider a ban on ivory sales in Hong Kong, and if
not, the reason(s) for that?



