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Legislation and Control Framework 

Control under Buildings Ordinance (Cap. 123)
( 123 )

Approval and consent

Minor works UBW

Exempted works      

Enforcement

may issue removal orders
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Large number of UBW   vs Limited resources

UBW Enforcement Policy 

“Actionable” UBW “Non-actionable” UBW

Removal order Advisory letter or
warning notice 

5

“Actionable” UBW mainly include 

constituting obvious or imminent
danger

newly constructed or under
construction

constituting serious hazard or 
environmental nuisance

UBW Enforcement Policy 

Expanded scope of “Actionable” 
UBW

all UBW on exterior of buildings such 
as rooftop-podium-lane UBW

Before              1.4.2011            After
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Large-scale Operation 

Specific types of UBW

UBW on external walls

Illegal rooftop structures on single-staircase buildings 

Large advertisement signboards

Orderly and systematic approach 
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Large-scale Operation 

Before After
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LSO on Rooftop-podium-lane UBW 
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LSO on Sub-divided Flats 

Common misunderstanding : SDF are 
unsafe and unauthorised

Issue removal orders / 

discontinuation orders

Actionable UBW
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LSO on Sub-divided Flats 

Domestic SDF in Industrial Buildings

Total ban – dispossession of occupants

–

Risk-oriented approach - selection of industrial
buildings with more SDF

-

Step up prosecution
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Multi-pronged Approach to Enhance Building Safety

Legislation

Minor Works Control System (2010)

Minor works submissions

2011-14  > 300,000

SDF – MW items (2012)

Minor works submissions

2012-14         >  6,000
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Multi-pronged Approach to Enhance Building Safety

Legislation

Entry Warrant (2012)

Mandatory Building and Window 
Inspection Schemes  (2012)

Validation Scheme for 
Unauthorised Signboards (2013)
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Multi-pronged Approach to Enhance Building Safety

Enforcement

LSO, reported cases

removal orders, prosecution 
or default works

special operations in 
response to major incidents
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Major Incident
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Support and Assistance to Owners

Building Safety Loan Scheme

IBMAS

Social services 

Meetings / briefings 

Operation Building Bright (launched in 
2009)

(2009 )

Multi-pronged Approach to Enhance Building Safety
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Publicity and Public Education

Briefings

Guidelines

Mobile applications

Announcement in the public interest

Short video films

Multi-pronged Approach to Enhance Building Safety
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Publicity and Public Education

Large-scale publicity event 

Building Safety Week (Mar 2015)

Roadshows

Comic drawing competitions for 
students

Photo competition for general public

Building safety pioneer programme

Multi-pronged Approach to Enhance Building Safety
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Challenges

Rapidly ageing building stock

Huge number of UBW

Weak building safety culture

Lack of building management in old buildings

Public accord and participation
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Thank you
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