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Ms. Louisa YU
Clerk to panel on Health Services
Legislative Council Secretariat
Dear Ms. Yu,
Re: Legistrative proposals to strength tobacco control
We show our support to the government’s proposal in the following aspects: (a)
consolidate smoking ban at bus interchanges at tunnel portal areas; (b) increase at
least 85% the size of graphical health warnings of tobacco products; and (c) prohibit
e-cigarettes.
Every year, approximately 600,000 people in the world succumbed to secondhand
smoke exposure. The amount of carcinogenic chemicals present in secondhand smoke
do not vary much from those of tabacco, in a ratio of 40 to 70 harmful substances
respectively, which suggests how deadly secondhand smoke is. Every non-smoker
should at least possess the right to say “no” to secondhand smoke. To safeguard their
health and quality of life, the smoking ban should be extended to more public places
like the bus interchange at tunnel portal areas.
Ever since the health warning was issued in graphical forms in Canada in 2001,
effectiveness in smoking reduction was obviously proved in different countries. It is
proved to be effective in raising the awareness on the health risks of smoking, thus a
plummet in smoking has encouragingly been acknowledged. At present, graphical
warning is widely adopted by more than 100 countries. More and more are
introducing a larger size of graphical warnings which testified effective, e.g. Australia,
Canada, Nepal, Thailand, Uruguay, etc. The warning should include as many diseases
caused by smoking as practical to comprehensively inform the public about harms of
smoking.
E-cigarette has gradually gained its popularity recently. Lamentably, most smokers
were under an impression that E-cigarette helps with smoking cessation. The World
Health Organization suggests people not to use it to quit smoking. Food and Drug
Administration of the USA even confirmed that e-cigarette contains and releases a
handful of toxic and carcinogenic chemicals, which can cause long-term damage to
health. On the other hand, E-cigarette has become a trendy product, especially among
youngsters. It is likely that E-cigarette would induce smoking habits due to the
promotional effect brought about. It is definitely the golden time to impose strict
regulation on E-cigarette before the trend spreads.
Yours sincerely,
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