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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BRIEF 
 
 

RESOLUTION TO BE MADE RELATING TO THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY 

BUREAU 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 

 At the meeting of the Executive Council on 24 February 2015, 
the Council ADVISED and the Chief Executive ORDERED that the 
Legislative Council (LegCo) should be invited to consider the resolution 
at Annex A, to be made under section 54A of the Interpretation and 
General Clauses Ordinance (Cap. 1) (IGCO) (hereafter referred to as “the 
Amending Resolution”), to amend the commencement clause of the 
original Resolution (at Annex B), i.e. the resolution made and passed by 
the LegCo under section 54A of IGCO to effect the transfer of statutory 
functions for the establishment of the Innovation and Technology Bureau 
(ITB). 
 
 
JUSTIFICATIONS 
 

2. The commencement clause of the original Resolution provides 
that the original Resolution will commence on the 14th day after the day 
on which the Finance Committee (FC) approves the proposal to make 
changes to the Estimates of Expenditure for 2014-15 to provide for 
matters arising from the establishment of the ITB (hereafter referred to as 
“the 2014-15 funding proposal”), or the 14th day after the day on which 
the original Resolution is made and passed, whichever is the later.  
While the original Resolution was made and passed by the LegCo on 
29 October 2014, the 2014-15 funding proposal could not be approved by 
the FC in time for the relevant changes to be included into the Draft 
Estimates of Expenditure for 2015-16 which is scheduled for introduction 
into the LegCo on 25 February 2015.  As such, another proposal to 
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make changes to the Estimates of Expenditure for 2015-16 to provide for 
matters arising from the establishment of the ITB (hereafter referred to as 
“the 2015-16 funding proposal”) will need to be submitted later.  It 
follows that the original Resolution could not commence.  Accordingly, 
it is necessary to introduce amendments to the original Resolution to 
provide for new commencement arrangements. 
 
3. Section 28(1)(c) of IGCO provides that where an Ordinance 
confers power on a person to make subsidiary legislation, the subsidiary 
legislation may at any time be amended by the same person and in the 
same manner by and in which it was made.  Therefore, the same manner 
and procedure in which the original Resolution was made would apply to 
the Amending Resolution, i.e. a resolution has to be made under section 
54A of IGCO by the LegCo. 
 
 
THE AMENDING RESOLUTION 
 
4. The Amending Resolution substitutes the commencement clause 
of the original Resolution with a new one such that the original 
Resolution will commence on the 14th day after the day on which the FC 
approves the 2015-16 funding proposal.  If the Amending Resolution is 
made and passed after the day on which the 2015-16 funding proposal is 
approved, the original Resolution will commence on the 14th day after 
the day on which the Amending Resolution is passed. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 
 

5. We have served notice to the LegCo on 24 February 2015 on 
moving a motion on the Amending Resolution at the LegCo sitting of 
18 March 2015. 
 

   
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 
 

6. The proposal is in conformity with the Basic Law, including the 
provisions concerning human rights.  The Amending Resolution has no 
civil service, economic, environmental, family, financial, productivity, or 
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sustainability implications.  It does not affect the current binding effect 
of the relevant ordinances.  The Amending Resolution and the 2015-16 
funding proposal, if passed by the LegCo and the FC respectively, will 
effect the establishment of the ITB, which will entail an additional 
funding requirement of $ 29.7 million in a full year to meet its staffing 
and daily operation cost. 
 
 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

7. The original Resolution was discussed and passed by the LegCo 
in October 2014.  The Amending Resolution is just a technical 
amendment to replace the commencement clause of the original 
Resolution which is tied with an event that could not happen anymore. 
 
 
ENQUIRIES 
 

8. For enquiries, please contact Mr Ivanhoe Chang, Principal 
Assistant Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development 
(Communications and Technology) at 2810 2713. 
 
 
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau 
24 February 2015 
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