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Via Fax & Email

21 April 2016

Secretary

The Medical Council of Hong Kong
4/F HKAM Jockey Club Building
99 Wong Chuk Hang Road

Hong Kong

[Attn: Ms. Karen WU]

Dear Ms. WU,
Bills Committee on Medical Registration (Amendment) Bill 2016

We refer to your letter dated 21 April 2016 requesting information on
the nomination and election procedures adopted by The Hong Kong
Medical Association (HKMA) for the filling of the 7 elected seats of
the Medical Council of Hong Kong (MCHK), as well as the
composition of and election of and election mechanism for the Council
of Medical Association.

Nomination and election procedures adopted by HKMA for filling the 7
elected seats of the MCHK

In accordance with S3(2)(i) of the Medical Registration Ordinance
(MRO) Cap. 161, the Council of the HKMA shall elect registered
medical practitioners who are members of the HKMA to fill the 7 seats
in MCHK.

Under the Byelaw VA of the HKMA for “Election of Representatives to
the Medical Council of Hong Kong”, a candidate for election as the
HKMA’s representative in the MCHK must be either a Regular or Life
Member of the Association and must be proposed by one and seconded
by another Regular/Life Members of the Association.

At the time of nomination, both the candidate and his/her proposer and
seconder should have paid up all moneys due from them to the HKMA.
A member is disqualified from being nominated for election if he/she is
nominated as a candidate for election to fill a vacancy in an office
under section 3(2)(j) of the MRO, irrespective of whether he/she is
subsequently elected to that office under that section.
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Prescribed forms for nomination shall be sent to the HKMA members
at their correspondence addresses via postage 6 weeks before election
by the HKMA Council. Nomination on the prescribed form must be
sent to the HKMA Honorary Secretary on or before a prescribed time.

The HKMA Honorary Secretary shall circulate the list of candidates for
election to all members of the HKMA Council at least 1 week before an
appointed time when the election, in the form of secret ballot, is to be
held. Every member of the Council shall be entitled to cast one vote
in person at the time and place as specified by the HKMA Honorary
Secretary in favour of each of any number of candidates not exceeding
the number of vacancies, to be filled by the Association, in MCHK.
The candidate with the largest number of votes shall serve on MCHK
for the longest term of office. In the event of an equality of votes in
the election, the President, or in his absence, the Chairman of the
meeting, shall be entitled to a second/casting vote.

A member so elected shall hold office for 3 years or a shorter term
depending on circumstances as stipulated in S. 3(3A), S. 3(3B) and S.
3(5C) of the MRO Cap. 161.

A point to note is that non-council member of the HKMA may opt to
stand for election for a seat in MCHK via the above procedures and
process. A recent example is in 2006-2008 when Dr. Shirley Yip, a
non-council member, was elected by the HKMA Council to become
MCHK member.

Composition of and election of and election mechanism for the Council
of Hong Kong Medical Association

In accordance with S22 and S24 of our Memorandum and Articles of
Association, the Council of HKMA consists of 28 members in total,
including:

i) The President of the Association, who shall ex-officio be a
member of the HKMA Council.

ii) Two Vice-Presidents of the Association, who shall ex-officio be
members of the HKMA Council.

iii) One Honorary Secretary of the Association, who shall ex-officio
be a member of the HKMA Council.

iv) The Honorary Treasurer of the Association, who shall ex-officio
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be a member of the HKMA Council.

v) The retiring President of the outgoing Council, who shall ex-
officio be a member of the HKMA Council without election.

vi) Twenty-one members, who shall be elected by the Association in
general meeting from among those members of the Association
who shall have been members of the Association for not less than

two years.

vii) One Legislative Councillor by the Medical Functional
Constituency on the appointment by the HKMA Council.

In accordance with S28, S28(a), S28(b), S28(c) and S28(d) of our
Memorandum & Articles of Association, a candidate for election as the
President, Vice-President, Honorary Treasurer or Council Member
must be either a Regular Member or a Life Member of the Association
and must be proposed by one and seconded by another Regular
Member or Life Member of the Association, and such proposal must be
sent to the Honorary Secretary not less than 6 weeks before the annual
general meeting, provided that the HKMA Council may nominate one
or more candidates not less than 5 weeks before the annual general
meeting, if the number of candidates received by the Honorary
Secretary is less than the number of vacancies in various posts in the
HKMA Council. The Honorary Secretary shall circulate to each
Regular Member or Life Member of the Association not less than 4
weeks before the annual general meeting a list of candidates for
election and a voting paper on which shall be specified the latest date
for returning it to the Honorary Secretary.

Every Regular Member, Fraternity Member or Life Member shall be
entitled to give one vote in favour of each of any number of candidates
not exceeding the number of vacancies in various posts in the HKMA
Council. No other voting paper, except the one sent out by the
Honorary Secretary, and no voting paper received by the Honorary
Secretary after midnight on that date shall be counted as valid.

Any voting paper adjudged by the Auditor (or in his absence a person
appointed by the Auditor) to be improperly or incorrectly, filled in shall
be declared to be invalid.

The votes shall be counted by the Auditor and the result reported to the
Annual General Meeting,.
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In the event of an equality of votes in the election, the Annual General
Meeting shall decide by a ballot of the Regular, Fraternity and Life
Members present and voting as to which of those with an equal number
of votes are to be deemed as elected to the Council.

To date, above 9,200 HKMA members are Regular or Life Member.
Any person registered under S.14 of MRO Cap. 161 may apply to
become Regular or Life Member in pursuant of our Memorandum and
Articles of Association. Subject to terms and conditions mentioned
above, these 9,200 members, generally speaking, may stand for
election as the HKMA representatives to MCHK, and/or the HKMA
President, Vice presidents, Honorary Treasurer or Council members, if
they so wish. Election of the HKMA Council members is merit-based,
signifying our main focus to maintain credibility and impartiality of the
HKMA council.

Yours sincerely,

A ¢ P

Dr. SHIH Tai Cho, Louis
President

STCL/JL/ah

2 \MCHK\20160421 ElectionProcedure.doc
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22 April 2016

Secretary

The Medical Council of Hong Kong
4/F HKAM Jockey Club Building
99 Wong Chuk Hang Road

Hong Kong

[Attn: Ms. Fionne TSE]

Dear Ms. TSE,

Bills Committee on Medical Registration (Amendment) Bill 2016

We refer to your letter dated 22 April 2016 requesting the number of
candidates for election as members of Medical Council in the last three

years.
Year of election | No. of vacancies in MCHK to be filled| No. of candidates
2005 3 4
2013 2 2%
2014 3 3
2015 2 2

As mentioned in my previous letter sent to the Medical Council earlier
today, non-council member of the HKMA may opt to stand for election
for a seat in MCHK via our election procedures and process. In 2005,
there were 4 candidates stood for Medical Council election.
Dr. Shirley Yip, a non-council member, was elected by the HKMA

Council to become Medical Council member.

Yours sincerely,

¢ Tk

Dr. SHIH Tai Cho, Louis

President
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Urgent By Fax and email

25 April 2016

Secretary

The Medical Council of Hong Kong
4/F HKAM Jockey Club Building
99 Wong Chuk Hang Road

Hong Kong

[Attn: Ms. Fionne TSE]

Dear Ms. TSE,

Bills Committee on Medical Registration (Amendment) Bill 2016

We refer to your other letter also dated 22 April 2016 requesting the
number of candidates for election as members of Medical Council from

2006 to 2012.

Hereinbelow is a table on the information requested:

No. of vacancies
Year of election in MCHK to be filled No. of candidates
2006 2 2
2007 2 2
2008 3 3
2009 2 2
2010 2 2
2011 3 3
2012 2 2

As mentioned in my previous letters dated 21 April 2016 and 22 April
2016, the HKMA do NOT DISCRIMINATE any willing registered
doctor from joining the HKMA and participating in the election process,
irrespective of their specialist status or employment. The nominees and
successful candidates need NOT to be a council member.

For easy reference, I also enclose the two abovesaid letters with this reply.

As I understand MCHK raised these questions upon the request of Food
and Health Bureau for the purpose of the Legislative Council Bills
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Committee Meeting scheduled on 25 April 2016, I copy all the letters to
Food and Health Bureau and Bills Committee for perusal.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours sincerely,

A ¢ Pk

Dr. SHIH Tai Cho, Louis
President

c.c. Bills Committee on Medical Registration (Amendment) Bill 2016
Permanent Secretary for Food and Health (Fax: 2523 2040)
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