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Member will ask the question in this language
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Area improvement projects in Mongkok
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Promoting the development of the innovation and technology industry
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Handling of complaints by the 1823 Call Centre
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Provision of drinking fountains for the public
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Rescue of victims of maritime disasters
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Abuse of employment arrangements by foreign domestic helpers
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Central-Mid-Levels Escalator and Walkway System
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Handling of complaints by the Hospital Authority
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Provision of barrier-free access and facilities in public housing estates
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Health conditions of marathon participants
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Hon Abraham SHEK (Written Reply)

Kindergarten education is a critical development stage for children to acquire
and study languages. Thus, an immersed Chinese language environment in
kindergartens (KGs) can facilitate non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students for
early integration and adaption. However, according to the report of the
Committee on Free Kindergarten Education, about 4% of KGs under the
Pre-primary Education Voucher Scheme(PEVS) have admitted NCS students
amounting to 50% or above of their total enrollment . Clearly, the learning
environment of the KGs where a large number of NCS students enrolled is not
conducive to learning Chinese and would be hard for NCS students to integrate
into mainstream primary schools and society. In this connection, will the
Government inform this Council:

(1) of the total number of children and NCS children in KGs in the last three
years, with a breakdown by different type and subsidized mode of KGs;

(2) of the number of PEVS KGs with NCS children under 50%; 51 to 60%;
61 to 70%:; 71 to 80%; 81 to 90% and over 91% of children in PEVS
KGs;

(3) given that quite a number of KGs use the proficiency of Cantonese as a
criterion for admission interview, whether it had received any complaints
about such arrangement in the last three years; if yes, of the numbers;
whether such arrangement is in breach of Race Discrimination Ordinance
when NCS children are not admitted to that KG because of low
proficiency in Cantonese; if yes, of the details and the numbers of KGs
had been warned and charged; if no, of that reasons; whether it had
measures to assist the parents of NCS children to get access to the
information of KGs admission and school notices; if it had, of the details
and the feedbacks from target group; if it had not, of that reasons; and

4) whether the KG teacher development programmes include the training of
cultural sensitivity, which aims to cater the learning needs of NCS
students; if yes, whether the training had been made compulsory to all
teaching staffs; if no, of that reasons?
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Manpower shortage in the construction works of

the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge
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Redevelopment of public housing estates
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Colorectal Cancer Screening Pilot Programme
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Caring of trees
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Safety and quality of the materials used in
public recreational and sport facilities
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The search and seizure powers of the Police
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Regulation of veterinary Chinese medicine
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Insurance taken out for school activities
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Caring of trees
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Recycling of wastes
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