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Fire Safety (Buildings) (Amendment) Bill 2015
Part 1 Part 2
Ciause 1 1 Clause 2 2

Fire Safety (Buildings) (Amendment) Bilt 2015
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A BILL
To

Amend the Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance in order to kelp the owners of

the ofd buildings who fail to meei the requirements under the
Ordinance to equip the fire safety utilities by granting discretion 10
the Fire Services Depariment on the ground of safety and hazardous
emergency (o assist the residents to improve the fire safety system
and to claim back the costs aflerwards and to provide for
consequential and related ratters.

Enacted by the Legislative Council.
Part 1
Preliminary

Short title and commencement

(1) This Ordinance may be cited as the Fire Safety (Buildings)
(Amendment) Ordinance 2015.

(2) ‘This Ordinance comes into operation on a day to be appointed
by the Secretary for Security by notice published in the
Gazefte.

Part 2

Amendments to Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance

Fire Safety (Buildings) Ordinance amended

The Fire Safety (Buildings) Ovdinance (Cap. 572) is smended as set
out in sections 3 and 4.

Section 5 ameaded {owner or cccupier may be directed to
comply with fire safety measures)

(1) Section 5(1), aller “Schedule | or 2"—

Add

“including alternative proposals made by the owner™.
(2} Section 5(2), afler “Schedule 1 or 2"—

Add

“including alternative proposals made by the owner”.
(3) After section 5(3)—

Add

“(3A) If a fire safety direction served under subsection (3) is
not complied with and is without any of the reasonable
excuses referred to in subsection (9), the enforcement
authority may, without further notification, carry out or
cause {o be carried out—

(a) any inspection in respect of the provision of fire
service installations and equipment and fire safety
construction in Schedule 2; and

(b) any installation works proposed by owners of
domestic buildings that the enforcement suthority
considers necessary or expedient to render the parts
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Part 2
Clause 3

Fire Safety (Buildings) (Amendment) Bill 2015

3
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intended for domestic purposes safe, having regard
to the structural integrity of the building and the
wechnology available to comply with all or any of
the requirements in Schedule 2.

(3B) The costs of the inspection and installation works that
the enforcement authority has carried out or has caused
to be carried out under subsection (3A) are recoverable
as a debt due to the Government from the occupier on
whom the notice is served if the fire safety direction is
served under subsection (3).7.

Section 5(4), afier “reasonable one”™—
Add

»  which could be of | year temporary suspension as the
enforcement authority thinks fit, whichever is less, subject to
any reasonable excuses referred 1o in subsection (9),”.

Section 5(5)—

Repeal

“or withdraw™
Substitute

. withdraw or temporarily suspend”.
Section 3{(6)}b)}—
Repeal

“or.

Section 5{6){(c}—
Repeal the full stop
Substitute

“eor”.

Afler section 5(6{c)—

Part 2
Clause 4

Fice Safety (Buildings) {Amendment) Bill 2015

9)

Add
“(d) it is temporarify suspended by that authority.”.
Section 3{(7}—
Repeal
“or withdrawn™
Substitute

“ withdrawn or temporarily suspended™.

4. Schedule 2 amended (fire safety measures to be complied with
by owners of composite buildings in respect of parts intended
for domestic. purposes and by owners of domestic bulldings)

Schedule 2—

Repesl

“[ss. 5(1). 2)*
Substitute

“Iss. 5(1), (2), (3A)".
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Fire Safety (Buildings) (Amendment} Bill 2015

Explanaiory Memorandum
Paragraph 1 5

Explanatery Memorandum

The main object of this Bill is to amend the Fire Safety (Buildings)
Ordinance (Cap. 572) (Ordinance) o introduce a new section
5(3A) and (3B) to the Ordinance and to provide for consequential
and related matters.

Part 1—FPreliminary

2.

Clause | sets out the shont title and provides for commencement.

Part 2—Amendments to Ordinance

3.

Clause 3(4) to (9) amends section 5(4), (5). (6) and (7) of the
Ordinance, being provisions on the owner's or occupier’s
compliance with fire safety measures to empower the relevant
enforcement authority with the power of temporary suspension
which could be up to | year as it thinks fit, with the intent to, in all
reasonable circumstances, by taking into account of the paticular
situation, allow the owner or occupier of a domestic buildings
sufficient time to comply with the requirements of the fire safety
direction, subject to the reasonable excuses in section 5(9) of the
Ordinance.

Clause 3(1) and (2) amends section 5(1) and (2) of the Ordinance to
include the alternative proposals made by the owner of a composile
building or domestic building in place of any of the requirements in
Schedule 1T or 2 to the Ordinance as the relevant enforcement
authority considers appropriate, if it is of the opinion that it would
pot be reasonable for the owner to comply with such requirements.
The amendments are made with the intent that the owner's
alternative proposals may provide more flexibility to certain owners
of domestic buildings in complying with the fire safety direction as
the relevant enforcement authority thinks fit, without violating the
legislative intent as in section 5(2)(b) of the Ordinance.

Fire Safety (Buildings) (Amendment) Bill 2015

Explanatory Memorandum
Paragraph 5 6
5. Clause 3(3) adds a new section 5(3A) to allow the owners of

domestic buildings to propose aliernative installation works the
enforcement authority considers necessary or expedient, which are
to be carried out by the enforcement authority in the event that a
fire safety direction served vnder section 5(3) of the Ordinance is
not complied with without reasonable excuses referred to in section
5(9) of the Ordinance.

Clause 3(3) adds a new section 5(3B) to allow the cosis of the
inspection and installation works that the enforcement avthority has
carried out or has caused to be carried out to be recoverable as a
debt due 1o the Government from the occupier on whom the notice
is served if the fire safety direction is served under section 5(3) of
the Ordinance.

The new section 5(3A) and (3B) is added with the infeat to address
the technical and financial difficulties of certain owners of domestic
buildings in meeting with the technical requirements and costs in
complying with the fire safety direction served by the relevamt
enforcement authority. Being consistent to the existing law, the
method for costs of inspection and installation works to be
recoverable as debt due to the Government has also been provided
in the Buildings Ordinance (Cep. 123).

Clause 4 makes a consequential amendment to Schedule 2 to the
Ordinance. ‘
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