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Handling of emergencies in the fishing industry
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Formulation of government policies
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Scholarship for students from the Belt and Road countries
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Measures to promote district administration
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Study on the development of brownfield sites
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The requirement for reporting changes in addresses
under the Registration of Persons Regulations
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Hon Dennis KWOK (Written Reply)

It has been reported to me recently that the Inland Revenue Department (the
“IRD™) has been taking disproportionately long time to process applications of
stamp duty assessment, affecting both the legal profession and the general public.
The delay has become particularly serious after the introduction of buyer’s stamp
duty in October 2012 and doubled ad valorem stamp duty in February 2013. In
this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

of the number of applications for adjudication of stamp duty received by
the Stamp Office over the past two years (2014 and 2015), and among
those applications; the respective number of Notice of Assessment
(“NOA”) issued within 1 to 3 months, 3 to 6 months, more than 6 months
from application, as well as adjudication cases still pending (set out in
the table below);

Total number of applications (2014 and 2015)

NOA issued (from application date) | Within 1 to 3 months
Within 3 to 6 months
More than 6 months

Pending adjudication cases

of the average time taken by the IRD to adjudicate an application of
stamp duty assessment, i.e. the average time between receiving an
application and issuing a NOA,;

of whether there is any performance pledge regarding the time to be
taken to process an application of stamp duty assessment? If yes, the
details of such? If not, why and whether the government would propose
to make such a pledge; and

of whether the IRD has any measure to shorten the processing time of
stamp duty assessment; if so, of the details to be implemented and the
calculated outcome; if not, the justifications for that?
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Begging in the streets
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Retirement protection
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Healthcare services for residents in Shatin
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Development of railway business outside Hong Kong
by the MTR Corporation Limited
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Hawkers affected by the resumption of
the site of Yen Chow Street Hawker Bazaar
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Reciprocal notification mechanism
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Replacement of drying racks and metal gates for public rental housing units
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Fall-from-height accidents involving construction workers
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Caring of trees
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Competitive Allocation mechanism
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The arrangement for offsetting severance payments and
long service payments
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Roadside air pollution problem
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