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Franchised buses and MTR fare adjustment mechanisms
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Newly appointed Chairperson of the Equal Opportunities Commission
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Monitoring the compliance with the requirements in the relevant land leases and

the Housing Ordinance by owners of car parks in public housing estates
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Installation of e-payment facilities at tunnels
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Efforts in taking forward the Belt and Road Initiative
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Arrival and departure of private and commercial flights in Hong Kong
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Hon Albert HO (Written Reply)

Following up a written question | raised in 2013 concerning about the use of
tritium exit signs (TES). The administration replied that the consideration of the
Radiation Board of Hong Kong’s policy on the justified use of tritium exit signs
where the use of electrical power is not possible or feasible is well echoed by the
USEPA which has advised the public in one of its factsheets that “This useful
property of tritium can be applied to situations where a dim light is needed but
where using batteries or electricity is not possible”. Nevertheless, | have been
advised by some members of the building services industry that the
administration reply seems to be plainly, if not solely, reliant on both the hazard
assessment and advice of the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) on TES. Nevertheless, there are other views that the administration had
not paid any attention. For example, The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) classifies TES containing up to 740 GBq. of gaseous tritium as the least
dangerous category and being “most unlikely to be dangerous to the person.”
Also, the IAEA’s guidelines on “Exemption from Regulatory Control of Goods
Containing Small Amounts of Radioactive Material” states that regarding TES
“the regulatory body should only concern itself with the risk from the tritium in
normal use, in accidental conditions and following disposal, because it is these
matters that are within its competence. It is not within its competence to assess
the more conventional risks such as those arising from broken glass following an
accident or to take decisions on the basis of these risks. Secondly, on the
justification of use of a practice, IAEA states that “the justification is normally
applied to a type of practice and therefore need not be applied to each and every
application for authorization or candidate for exemption. In fact the existence of
a technical standard for a particular type of practice may often be taken to
indicate that the type of practice is justified. Thirdly, on the evaluation of the
benefits of a practice, IAEA states that “the benefits from a practice could
therefore be of many different types, not just possible saving of life or prevention
of injury or illness, but also technical benefits, prevention of property damage,
Improvements in security or simply improvement in the qualify of life.  Lastly,
on the existence of non-radioactive alternative, IAEA states that “it should be
noted that the requirement for justification relates to their being a net benefit
from the particular type of device. It does not concern itself with whether or not
there are alternative ways of achieving the same or a similar benefit. Thus, to
search for the best of all the available alternatives is a task that is beyond the
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responsibility of the regulatory body — the existence of a non-radioactive
alternative which gives a similar benefit is irrelevant in the decision making
process.” Besides, the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC)
states that “TES pose little or no threat to public health and safety or security,
they serve an important safety function by marking exits to be used during power
outages and emergencies. TES are designed to be inherently safe so they can be
used without the need for radiation training and do not need a specific licence to
use the signs.” In this connection, will the Government inform this Council:

(1)

(2)

3)

The IAEA is the world authority on radiation safety and the USNRC is
the legitimate national regulatory body in the USA. Both authorities
opined that TES is safe for use in public places. Did the Board take these
authoritative views and practices into consideration? If yes, if so, of the
details; if not, the reasons for that;

According to the administration reply in 2013, the Board’s policy is “by
no means restrictive when compared with neighbouring area/countries.”
However, the use of TES to be justified by the non-availability of
electrical power is tantamount to a total ban since hardly any building
requiring exit signs to help evacuate occupants is not supplied with
electrical power. Which types of building or premises would satisfy the
Board’s policy and be allowed to install this safe reliable and
energy-efficient fire service installation; and

Have TES been permitted to be installed, by the Board, in buildings in
Hong Kong with specific licenses. If yes, if so, of the details; if not, the
reasons for that?
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Street and tunnel lighting systems
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Temporary storage in Shenzhen of frozen meat
from other countries before delivery to Hong Kong
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Urban Renewal Authority’s special measures for owners and tenants

affected by the development scheme at Chun Tin Street/Sung Chi Street
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Self-financing post-secondary institutions
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Policy on salary increments for nursing and

allied health professional staff employed by
the Hospital Authority after 15 June 2002
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Government’s support for large scale skills competitions
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Protection of animals
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Publicity video on Directors of Bureaux
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Special traffic and security arrangements during the visit of the Chairman of

the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress
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Strategy on Information Technology in Education
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Regulation of intermediaries for foreign domestic helpers
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Support for the development of agriculture
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Expression of opinions on the Internet by
netizens being regarded as election advertisements
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Provision of suitable venues for staging international soccer matches
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Assisting university graduates in job seeking

A g 5 5 B (FmEHE)

REGHTET EFHEHEH - ERR2012/1358 F i E55
—HFELREURESZE R AP EERENHEF S I
FREBHE HEHNBHAAMBERERNSFERAZEHTHE - LH
HBHE R ARABRERERE  REXEI ETEFAEXEES
fix » 72016428 % T T ¥ P/ NEEe B miEE ) Mk2404
Rt A RIS R E R IR EREFEEENER  REFEWMHEES - 8
b BUF RS SRR E

(—)
(=)
(=)

B RS RN DD &' PR Oy i T HE B R - RS
Fo BEEAABEEEMANERERE - DURE A RT S
MEBEREE - A AT ORI R B MR EET

BT A e B £ B2 88 - R T B 82 58 22 B 56 1T R B A 45 1) 5 e
BEHEAEMSEER - BIa052 4@ & B8 TIEKERNIEL
B E e R B AL~ TR BUR A Ak P2 AR ] TR e o il (L Ak 3
EEZESFHG  EAFEHECESEEEH  DUAkZ
PRI ENB R ES 5 &

N EEBAaEETENLEEERE > BUTSMEKRED
N R G 2 o PIANHEH B BhET &) - BRI T EE N
REMGw T AR TS



