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Holistic Review of the Waterworks Ordinance and Waterworks Regulations
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Examine the roles, involvements and responsibilities of relevant parties including the developers, contractors and other
persons, who are involved in the design, construction and maintenance, etc. of plumbing systems
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Examine the licensing/registration regime for parties responsible for the construction, etc. of plumbing systems, e.g. the
licensing/registration system for plumbing contractors.
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Review and streamline the control process on design, construction and approval of plumbing systems
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Review and strengthen the regulatory framework of plumbing materials
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Waterworks (Amendment) Bill 2017
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Problem
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It has been the policy intent and the industry practice over the past
decades that licensed plumbers (LPs) may be assisted by workers in
carrying out plumbing works
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The current section 15(1) of the Waterworks Ordinance (Cap. 102)
(WWO) does not reflect the policy intent and the industry practice
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Justifications
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The Commission of Inquiry into Excess Lead Found in Drinking
Water recommended in its report that the Water Authority (WA)
should define the duties of LP under the WWO, taking into account
the relevant provisions of the Construction Workers Registration
Ordinance (Cap. 583) (CWRO), which allows workers registered
thereunder to perform plumbing installations
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Main Provisions
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Include plumbing workers, in addition to LPs and public officers authorized by
the WA, as persons designated to carry out plumbing works
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Make clear the obligations of LPs and plumbing workers in carrying out
plumbing works
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Formalize the current administrative requirement to stipulate that all
applications for permission to carry out plumbing works have to be made by LPs
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Persons Designated to Carry Out Plumbing Works on a Fire Service Persons Designated to Carry Out Plu orks on an Inside Service
O FFRE/KIEETE O RrhEKHET
Licensed Plumbers Licensed Plumbers
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A person who is registered under the CWRO as: A person who is registered under the CWRO as:
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a registered skilled worker for the plumber, drain and pipe a registered skilled worker for the plumber or drain and pipe
layer (master), fire service mechanic (master) or fire service layer (master) trade division; or
mechanical fitter trade division; or (b) BrKME T TAESIEAEE i T
(b) B /KM T 5 MM EEHE T T TERYEE - 3Gk T a registered semi-skilled worker for the plumber trade
a registered semi-skilled worker for the plumber or fire division
service mechanical fitter trade division O R (ENmEET JSERHERD) M il THI A
O RE (EUESET AGEMRE]) it f Tt THIA: A person who is registered under the CWRO as:
A person who is registered under the CWRO as: (a) BrKuzE T EGt 2 FIEE T.(2FD) TiES AL R T
(a) /KT ~ 328 KW T (S Rh) B MR T T (BERE) 5
SrYRANETE SR T (GRS a registered skilled worker (provisional) for the plumber or
a registered skilled worker (provisional) for the plumber, drain and pipe layer (master) trade division;
drain and pipe layer (master) or fire service mechanical fitter (b) & /KM T T fE Sy TEATEE 22 20GsiHy T (FER)
trade division; a registered semi-skilled worker (provisional) for the plumber
(b) J&7Kug: T M A bk e T e 7y TR i 2ol T trade division
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a registered semi-skilled worker (provisional) for the

. . . A person who works under the instruction and supervision of a
plumber or fire service mechanical fitter trade division

person described in ® or @
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person who works under the instruction and supervision of a A pubhc officer authorized by the WA

person described in ® or @
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A public officer authorized by the WA
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Other Amendments
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Empower the WA to enter into any premises that is not used for human
habitation, without consent or warrant, where plumbing works are being
carried out to ascertain whether the works are being carried out by persons
designated for carrying out the works
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Stipulate that prosecution may be brought within a period of six months from
the date on which the offence is discovered by, or comes to the notice of, the WA
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Consultation

« 1EMEETEEE/ N4 Consultative Group for Legislative Review
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20 representatives from professional bodies, plumbing trade associations, plumbers associations,
workers union, construction sector, developers and the Consumer Council
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Support the proposal in general
* /N ELE Public Consultation
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Public views are collected via written submissions, telephone hotline and public forums
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Generally support the proposal or have no adverse comment

« WEFEEIEKZE S Legislative Council Panel on Development
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We briefed the LegCo Panel on Development on 24 January 2017, and panel members have no adverse
comment









