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(Trandlation)

With Hong Kong being one of the maor transit
points for global trading activities of elephant
ivory ("ivory"), there have been enormous legal
loopholes in the local ivory trade which, inter
alias, provides a cover for illegal ivory to enter the
local market for legal trading. In addition,
Mainland China will impose a total ban on ivory
trading by the end of 2017, which is bound to
intensify ivory smuggling locally by then. In
this connection, this Panel urges the Government
to expeditiously impose a total ban on the local
ivory trade and strengthen efforts to combat illicit
Ivory smuggling activities so as to protect African
elephants which are under the threat of extinction.
Measures to be taken should include:

(2) shortening the grace period of two yearsto
be proposed in the Bill and imposing a
total ban within one year at the latest on
the possession for commercia purposes of
al ivory (except antique ivory confirmed
to be of the year 1925 or before);

(2 stepping up enforcement efforts against
ivory smuggling and raising the maximum
penalties for contravening the Protection
of Endangered Species of Animals and
Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586) to 10 years
across the board to enhance the deterrent
effect; and
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(3) alocating additional funding from the
Environment and Conservation Fund for
carrying out public education work
relating to the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora with a view to raising
awareness of endangered animals among
the local community.
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