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Iris Ho

Program Manager, Wildlife

iho@hsi.org t 301.258.1407 m. 301.318.2423 f 301.258.3022
twitter: @irislovesdc skype iho@hsi.org

Humane Society International

1255 23rd Street NW, Suite 450, Washington DC 20037

hsi.org

Join Our Email List Facebook Twitter

To support Humane Society International, please make a monthly donation, or give in another way. And see our 25 ways you
can help animals.

Humane Society International is approved by the Better Business Bureau for all 20 standards for charity accountability. Our
American affiliate, The Humane Society of the United States, was voted by Guidestar's Philanthropedia experts as the #1
high-impact animal protection group and named by Worth Magazine as one of the 10 most fiscally responsible charities in the

USA.
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May 29, 2017

Legislative Panel on Environmental Affairs
Legislative Council
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

The People’s Republic of China

The Honorable Madame Tanya Chan:

On behalf of Humane Society International (HSI), our affiliates and millions of
supporters worldwide, we thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony for the June 6
public hearing regarding the legislative proposal to phase out Hong Kong’s ivory trade. HSI is
the global affiliate of The Humane Society of the United States, the largest animal protection
organization in the United States. HSI is in firm support of your effort to combat ivory
trafficking.

We applaud the Legislative Council’s continued priority and attention on phasing out
Hong Kong’s ivory trade, and the Council’s diligence in soliciting input from a wide range of
stakeholders. Given Hong Kong’s prominent role in the global ivory trade, and the imminent
closure of China’s domestic ivory market by the year’s end, the world is closely watching the
steps taken by the Hong Kong authority.

We continue to support the legislative proposal to prohibit the import and re-export of
ivory specimens, phase out the domestic trade, and strengthen criminal penalties for ivory
trafficking. Moreover, we understand that there is an ongoing debate regarding the
compensation to traders for their remaining ivory stockpiles. We disagree with the request of the
traders for compensations. The United States implemented a near-total ban on ivory sales last
year. Several states, such as New York, Hawaii and California with large ivory markets, also
adopted state laws to prohibit ivory sales. Neither the federal nor the state governments provided
compensations to antique dealers or other ivory businesses. Most of the Hong Kong ivory dealers
claim that they had imported the ivory before the CITES ban in 1990. The dealers would have
already had decades to sell and deplete their stockpiles. In addition, the phase-out period gives
the dealers an additional five years to sell their items until December 31, 2021.



HSI regrets that we cannot attend the public hearing in person to express our support for
the proposed legislation. We stand ready with the Legislative Council and the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) as you move forward with the efforts to curb
ivory trafficking and other wildlife crime.

Sincerely yours,
Iris Ho

HSI, Wildlife Program Manager

Audrey Delsink

HSI-Africa Executive Director





