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Higher taxa

Species covered
by the Proposal
(and common name -
for information only) ?

Proposal and proponents

Secretariat Recommendation

details on the provenance of ivory for to be auctioned, other than from its current stockpile
of approximately 70 tonnes. It also does not propose any quotas or control mechanisms.
The proposal is silent on whether Zimbabwe complies, or intends to comply, with the
additionat safeguards provided for in Resolution Conf. 10.10 (Rev. CoP16). Trade in
African elephant specimens, and raw or worked ivory in particular, remain the subject of
comprehensive and difficult discussions in CITES (see for example agenda item 84 of
CoP17).

Recommendation

The proposed amendment to the existing annotation for the population of Loxodonta
africana from Zimbabwe does not meet the precautionary measures set out in Annex 4 of
Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP16).

The Secretariat recommends that this proposal be rejected.

Loxodonta africana

(African elephant)

CoP17 Prop. 16

Include all populations of Loxodonta
africana (African elephant) in Appendix |
through the transfer from Appendix Il to
Appendix | of the populations of Botswana,
Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe

Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African
Republic, Chad, Ethiopia, Kenya, Liberia,
Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sri Lanka
and Uganda

Conclusions and recommendations

The wild populations of Loxodonta africana of Botswana, Namibia, South Africa or
Zimbabwe are not small as defined in the guideline in Annex 5 of Resolution Conf. 9.24
(Rev. CoP16). Estimated at over 130,000 animals, Botswana has the largest elephant
population in Africa. Zimbabwe, with an estimate of over 82,000 elephants, has the
second largest. The population of South Africa currently stands at around 19,000
elephants, and Namibia at 23,000 (the highest estimate ever). The area of distribution of
the species in the four range States is not small or restricted, with large tracts of habitat
available and several important populations that are contiguous with other conservation
areas and across international borders. Criteria A or B in Annex 1 of Resolution Conf.
9.24 (Rev. CoP16) does not apply to any of the range States.

The elephant populations of Botswana, Namibia and South Africa have increased
considerably in the last 20 years. So has the population of Zimbabwe, although the
growth appears to have stalled in recent years. As there has been no marked decline in
the wild populations in any of the four range States, criterion C in Annex 1 of Resolution
Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP16) does not apply.

The stated objective of the proposal is to “unify African elephants and their range States
in one listing [...], so that all range States come together in strategies to remove threats to
their survival and send a clear message to the world [...] [by] extending our hands to our
brothers and sisters in the Southern African range States to join the rest of the continent
in a united, cohesive mission to fight against the extinction of elephants.” However, the
supporting statement indicates that when consulted, Namibia, South Africa and
Zimbabwe did not support the proposal.

CoP17 Doc. 88.1 Annex 1 —p. 12
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