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Public Accounts Committee
Government's efforts in managing municipal solid waste
ging P

The Public Accounts Committee ("PAC") Report No. 67 was tabled in
the Council on 15 February 2017. In Part 4 of the Report on the "Report of the
Public Accounts Committee on the Reports of the Director of Audit on the
Accounts of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
for the year ended 31 March 2015 and the Results of Value for Money Audits",
the latest progress of implementing the Director of Audit's recommendations in
relation to the Government's efforts in managing municipal solid waste was
reported (see the Appendix attached).

2. While PAC will keep in view of further development on the subject,
PAC has recommended that the issues relating to the implementation of the
Integrated Waste Management Facility and the Organic Waste Treatment
Facility, and the post-implementation review of the implementation of the
Policy Framework for the Management of Municipal Solid Waste (2005-2014)
be referred to the Panel on Environmental Affairs for follow-up.
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4 January 2017 enquiring about the overall update on the full commissioning of the
new ATMS, and the contingency measures taken/to be taken to facilitate the smooth
operation of the new ATMS during the peak travel seasons-around Christmas and
Lunar New Year. The Committee also requested fof a summary of the matters
discussed and recommendations/decisions made, if any, by the ATMS Expert Panel
at its first meeting on 16 December 2076. The replies from Director-General of
Civil Aviation are in AppendixT0.

31. e Committee wishes to be képt informed of further development on the

eTiintant
LJ\«I—UJ\/VL.

Government's efforts in managing municipal solid waste
(Chapter 1 of Part 8 of P.A.C. Report No. 65)

32. Hon Steven HO declared that the business he and his family members
engaged in might involve recycling.

33. The Committee was informed that:

Reduction in municipal solid waste ("MSW")

- LegCo enacted the enabling legislations for the producer responsibility
schemes ("PR schemes") on waste electrical and electronic equipment
and glass beverage bottles in March and May 2016 respectively. The
Administration updated LegCo Panel on Environmental Affairs
("EA Panel") at its meeting on 23 January 2017 the progress of
preparatory works for the implementation of PR scheme on waste
electrical and electronic equipment. EPD would continue to expedite
actions on the relevant preparatory works so that PR schemes could be
fully implemented as soon as practicable;

- the Administration would continue to expedite the preparatory work for
MSW charging, and consult EA Panel on the legislative proposals for
the enabling legislation in first half of 2017. As part of the
community engagement, 14 projects were being implemented to try out
different implementation arrangements for MSW charging;
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- the Environment Bureau and EPD issued a paper to EA Panel in
December 2016 on the progress and initial achievements of the waste
management measures promulgated in the Hong Kong Blueprint for
Sustainable Use of Resources 2013-2022 ("2013 Blueprint");

- the pre-qualification exercise for the Integrated Waste Management
Facility had been completed and four contractors had been prequalified
to participate in the next tendering stage;

Recovery of MSW

- the Advisory Committee on Recycling Fund had approved a total of
39 Enterprise Support Programme projects and five Industry Support
Programme projects involving a total funding of $51 million as of
August 2016. EPD would monitor the implementation progress of
approved projects vigilantly;

- the Administration would publish the per-household-per-month
quantities of recyclables collected by individual estates one-by-one
once the estates concerned gave their permission on publishing the
related figures;

Recycling of MSW

- the Administration had repossessed Lot 4 of EcoPark in. August 2016
and would make the lot available for re-letting as soon as practicable;

- EPD had been liaising with the Financial Services and the Treasury
Bureau to establish a suitable charging mechanism for temporary use of
vacant lots in EcoPark by profit-making organizations;

- EPD was working with LandsD to carry out further evaluation of the
sites and consultation with local stakeholders; and

Progress made in implementing the recommendations of the Committee and
Audit

- follow-up actions had been completed or on-going to address four of
the six Committee's recommendations and 19 of the 23 Audit's
recommendations. The six outstanding recommendations were:
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(a) strengthening efforts to continue the implementation of
long-term policies formulated by the previous terms of
Government as appropriate with a view to achieving the targets
set with the consensus of the community;

(b) expediting the implementation of the Integrated Waste
Management Facility, PR schemes, MSW charging scheme and
the Organic Waste Treatment Facility ("OWTF") with a view to
meeting the targets set out in 2013 Blueprint or any new
blueprint to be developed by the Administration;

(c) setting revised time targets for implementing PR schemes on
vehicle tyres, packaging materials and rechargeable batteries;

(d) expediting actions to implement PR schemes on waste electrical
and electronic equipment and glass beverage bottles;

(e) strengthening efforts with a view to implementing MSW
charging scheme as soon as possible; and

(f) conducting a post-implementation review of the implementation
of the 2005 Policy Framework and informing EA Panel of the
review result.

34. The Committee wishes to be kept informed of further development on the
subject.
35. The Committee recommends that the issues relating to the implementation

of the Integrated Waste Management Facility and OWTF, and the
post-implementation review of the implementation of the 2005 Policy Framework be
referred to EA Panel for follow-up.
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