000 CB(4)273/16-17(01HO O O
LC Paper No. CB(4) 273/16-17(01)

December 6, 2016

Dear LegCo Education Panel members,

Act Truly for Children — No Re-launch of P.3 TSAin 2017

We would like to express our deepest disappointment with how EDB handles
the student data collected from TSA and request your support in stopping the
EDB from re-launching the P.3 TSAin full swing in 2017.

Ever since the public hearing of the P.3 TSA issue in late November 2015,
there has been numerous academic and professional bodies researching into
the matter and making clear statements of their views.

1. According to an 2015/16 investigation result released by {7 #HGE
k% EE among P.3 to P.6 students in October 2016, the overall anxiety
level of P.3 students is of the highest among all years. TSA is one of the
main sources of anxiety, as commented by the teachers. (Appendix I)

2. The Hong Kong Paediatrics Society announced its Position Statement on
Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) in the website in February 2016.
“The appropriateness for TSA assessment at Primary 3 should be critically
reviewed based on the developmental needs and core learning values at
this young age. TSA for Primary 3 students should be suspended before a
well thought out consensus on a revised format can be
implemented. “ (Appendix Il)

3. G2 HUL, wrote an article in October 2016 stating clearly that TSA has
created a viscous cycle making schools competing among themselves.
“TSA #2220 e BLES R PELAHRR » B8 Rt /KSR AUt t—
At o [E B e s —— R R RSB R B F Rk S R
FURERAIRE DB ) Bk T B o (Appendix 1)

4. FEEPsEE supports stopping the TSA forever, according to their public
statement in mid November 2016. "SR {TH#{ERL=(HY TSA » JAZEERIOIEE K2 2L
SEERIVNBESTEE » B AR RPN R Bl AR e S R R R T -
EIEZHLY. (Appendix V)



The TSA Concern Group and another parents group The Hong Kong
Parents League of Education Renovation met the EDB officials together
with Mr Henry Tong on November 10, 2016 to discuss the possible resolutions
over the TSAissue. We stated clearly a re-launch of the P.3 TSA in full swing
is inappropriate in 2017. We raised a few suggestions including a Hong Kong
territory-wide survey with parents and teachers on their opinions on P.3 TSA
and a choice for parents and schools to choose whether letting the children to
take the TSA or not. (Appendix V) To date, the EDB has only acknowledged
our suggestions but not giving us any firm response.

Lately, Professor Hau Kit Tai announced his research results on the
relationship between breakfast habit and academic results, as well as the
relationship between family socio-economic status and children academic
performance based on the P.3, P.6 and S.3 TSA data. We parents are
stunned to know that EDB and EAA actually are keeping all students
information in the TSA exercise, including student name for identification.
Even worse, our children’s information can be made known to a third party
without having our consent.

Who could speak up for our children and us? Last year, we did not receive
the support from many LegCo members and we were extremely disappointed
and angry. Now that we have professionals (doctors, social workers,
educators, researchers) speaking up for us, we sincerely hope our dear LegCo
members would read into their advice and act truly for our children.

Although a re-launch of the TSA is not yet confirmed and the Review
Committee said the questions have been made more manageable, many
schools have forced students to purchase drilling exercises at the beginning of
school year and lately has started after school extra lessons. That means
drilling is still going on irrespective of what the Review Committee has
reported.

Children are at risk! Policy can be reviewed and changed for the sake of
children’s well-being. We hope we would get all your support this year.

Regards
TSA Concern Group



Appendix | : A Survey conducted by fEiEFHEGE @R E on Students’
Anxiety Level
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Appendix Il: The Hong Kong Paediatric Society’s Position Statement on
Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) (February 13, 2016)

HKPF website
hittp//www.hkpf.org.hk/tc/about _positionstatement.php

The Territory-wide System Assessment (“TSA”) is a territory-wide test
administered by the Education Bureau in Hong Kong since 2004 for assessing
Primary 3, Primary 6 and Secondary 3 students for their performances in
Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics. TSA results are
intended to provide an overview of students” performance in each school
against the territory-wide basic competency standards and not meant for
comparison for individual school or student. However, the TSA for Primary 3
students is currently facing orchestrated wrath of concerned parents and
teachers because of the tremendous stress created from excessive TSA
homework and drilling.

In response to this ad hoc challenge on child health, a Professional Forum on
TSA was organized, by the Hong Kong Paediatric Society and the Hong Kong
Paediatric Foundation (HKPF), the professional bodies on child health, at
Queen Elizabeth Hospital on 12 January 2016 and chaired by Dr. Chan
Chok-Wan, the board Chairman of HKPF and well attended by paediatricians
and other child health professionals. Keynote speakers included Professor
HAU Kit Tai, Department of Educational Psychology, The Chinese University
of Hong Kong, Ms Doreen HO Mei Yee, Convenor for the TSA Concern
Group, and the Honourable Mr. IP Kin Yuen, Legislative councillors for the
Education constituency and the following conclusions were reached:

1. TSA is just an assessment tool for the overall intellectual ability of Hong
Kong students serving as an evaluation reference for future education policy.

2. TSA results should only be used for overall education planning by the
Education Bureau (EB) rather than disclosing to individual schools or school
operation bodies to avoid unnecessary stress and drilling on students.



3. Education Bureau should be fully accountable for the use of TSA results
and the implementation of education policies in Hong Kong.

4. The appropriateness for TSA assessment at Primary 3 should be critically
reviewed based on the developmental needs and core learning values at this
young age. TSA for Primary 3 students should be suspended before a well
thought out consensus on a revised format can be implemented.

5. A focused survey should be conducted on the TSA affected students, their
parents and teachers, to assess the impact of the test and its associated drills.
Data collected will help the planning for the best courses of action for
administering the contended test.

6. Education for young children should cultivate a positive attitude and
happy environment towards learning. The current teaching curriculum that is
TSA orientated should be revised.
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Appendix lll: Z&&HFZFEH0» on How to improve teaching culture in Hong
Kong
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Appendix IV: ZEE{EHUN= TSA
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Appendix V: Notes of Meeting with EDB on November 10, 2016
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