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Press Releases

CFS bans import of frozen and chilled meat and poultry meat from

Brazil with immediate effect
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The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department announced today (March 21) that
in view of the fact that the quality of the meat exported from
Brazil is in question, for the sake of prudence, the CFS has
temporarily suspended the import of frozen and chilled meat and
poultry meat from Brazil with immediate effect.

A spokesman for the CFS said, "Upon learning of the
incident, the CFS has immediately contacted the Brazilian
authorities concerned and the investigation by the Brazilian
authorities is ongoing. The Centre has therefore decided, as a
precautionary measure, to temporarily suspend the import of
frozen and chilled meat and poultry meat from Brazil. The CFS
will continue to liaise with the relevant Brazilian authorities
to obtain detailed information for further assessment.
Furthermore, surveillance on meat and poultry meat from Brazil
will be enhanced to safeguard food safety and public health."

The CFS has all along, under its routine food surveillance
programme, taken food samples (including meat and poultry meat)
at import, wholesale and retail levels for chemical and
microbiological tests to ensure that they are in compliance with
the legal requirements in Hong Kong and fit for human
consumption. In the past three years, the CFS took 17 060 samples
of meat and poultry meat for testing. Among them, there were 36
unsatisfactory samples, all of which were not related to the
quality of Brazilian frozen and chilled meat or poultry meat.

The spokesman said, "The CFS has notified the Brazilian
authorities concerned about the import ban. The local trade will
also be alerted. The Centre advises the public to cook meat and
poultry meat thoroughly before consumption."

The CFS will continue to closely monitor the case and take
appropriate follow-up actions.

Ends/Tuesday, March 21, 2017
Issued at HKT 18:54
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Press Releases

CFS' response to media enquiries about import ban of meat and

poultry meat from Brazil
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In response to media enquiries about the latest development
of the import ban of meat and poultry meat from Brazil, a
spokesman for the Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department said today (March 22) that the
Centre has enhanced its surveillance on meat and poultry meat
from Brazil since March 21 and ten samples were taken for testing
of meat deterioration yesterday. The test results showed that all
samples were satisfactory.

Furthermore, according to the updated information on the
latest progress of investigation provided by the Consulate
General of Brazil in Hong Kong today, among the 21 companies
which are under investigation by the Brazilian authorities, there
are records showing that five of them have exported meat and
poultry meat from Brazil to Hong Kong. They are FRANGO D M
INDUSTRIA E COMERCIO DE ALIMENTOS LTDA (SIF 270), SEARA ALIMENTOS
LTDA (SIF 530), BRF S/A (SIF 1010), JJZ ALIMENTOS S.A. (SIF 2156)
and FRIGORIFICO LARISSA LTDA (SIF3704), with four of them being
investigated by the Brazilian authorities because of suspected
involvement in fraudulent acts while there is no evidence showing
that their meat products have food safety or quality problems.
The BRF S/A (SIF 1010) has been instructed by the Brazilian
authorities to suspend its operation and export of its meat and
poultry meat products as a precautionary measure since its
poultry meat was suspected of containing Salmonella and failed to
meet the European Union's special requirements on raw meat. As
raw meat needs cooking, there is generally no specific regulation
on Salmonella in raw meat. According to the information available
so far, no country or area has conducted recall of meat or
poultry meat imported from Brazil due to the above-mentioned
incident. The CFS will continue to liaise with the Brazilian
authorities to obtain more details for further assessment and
follow-up actions.

The spokesman said it is not uncommon to find Salmonella in
poultry meat. Members of the public are advised to cook meat and
poultry meat thoroughly to have Salmonella effectively destroyed
before consumption.

The CFS will continue to enhance surveillance on meat and
poultry meat imported from Brazil and closely monitor the case.
The Centre will suitably review its follow-up actions in response
to the latest development. Investigation is ongoing.

Ends/Wednesday, March 22, 2017
Issued at HKT 23:53
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CFS announces latest test results of meat and poultry from Brazil H1/1

Press Releases

CFS announces latest test results of meat and poultry from Brazil
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The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) of the Food and
Environmental Hygiene Department said today (March 23) that the
Centre has continued its enhanced surveillance on meat and
poultry from Brazil. Since March 21, a total of 27 samples were
taken at the import and retail level for testing of meat
deterioration and other food safety indicators (such as metallic
contaminants) . The test results showed that all samples were
satisfactory.

The Centre will continue to maintain liaison with the
Brazilian authorities to obtain more detailed information for
risk reassessment and will suitably review its follow-up actions
in response to the latest development.

Ends/Thursday, March 23, 2017
Issued at HKT 19:56
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SFH on Brazilian meat H1/1

Press Releases

SFH on Brazilian meat
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Following is the transcript of remarks made by the Secretary
for Food and Health, Dr Ko Wing-man, at the lobby of the West
Wing, Central Government Offices, today (March 24):

Reporter: Why now for the recall? Hasn't it come a little bit too
late?

Secretary for Food and Health: I am referring to several pieces
of new information that we are able to gather today. Firstly, the
Brazilian Government has imposed an export ban to all the 21
factories under investigation. This is very different from the
original export ban which was only confined to a few of these 21
factories being investigated. Secondly, colleagues of the Centre
for Food Safety have tracked down the import licences and, apart
from the five factories already known to have imported meat
products to Hong Kong, we are now able to identify one more
factory out of these 21 factories. Furthermore, according to the
more detailed information provided by the Consul-General of
Brazil, the risk of food safety cannot be totally ruled out.

Reporter: Any estimate of how long the recall will take and how
much such meat is now actually in the market?

Secretary for Food and Health: In the course of recall process,
we will release the information and report the progress to
members of the public.

Reporter: What do you want to say to the restaurant sector and
the importers who are reporting great losses because of the

latest recall and ban?

Secretary for Food and Health: We will continue our close
dialogue with the trade.

(Please also refer to the Chinese portion of the transcript.)

Ends/Friday, March 24, 2017
Issued at HKT 19:29
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CFS orders recall of frozen and chilled meat and poultry from 21 Brazilian plants H1/1

Press Releases

CFS orders recall of frozen and chilled meat and poultry from 21

Brazilian plants
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In view of a notification from the Brazilian authorities
today (March 24) that the country will extend its scope of export
ban to the 21 plants which are under investigation, the Centre
for Food Safety (CFS) announced today that all the frozen and
chilled meat and poultry imported from the 21 plants have to be
recalled.

According to the information gathered by the CFS so far,
among the 21 plants, six of them were involved in import licenses
issued by the CFS in the past six weeks. The CFS will liaise with
local importers to follow up on the recall.

As regards the temporary import suspension on frozen and
chilled meat and poultry from Brazil, the CFS will maintain this
precautionary measure. Once the Brazilian authorities provide
more detailed information, the CFS will conduct further risk
assessment and suitably review its follow-up actions, including
narrowing the scope of the import ban.

The CFS will also make special arrangements for the frozen
and chilled meat and poultry from Brazil which are being shipped
but not yet arrived to Hong Kong prior to the import ban. The CFS
will mark and seal the products upon their arrival for proper
handling after the completion of the relevant investigation.

The Centre will continue to maintain liaison with the
Brazilian authorities and take appropriate follow-up actions in

response to the latest development.

Ends/Friday, March 24, 2017
Issued at HKT 21:37
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List of the 21concerned Brazilian meat and poultry plants are as follows:

Plants (Federal Inspection Service (SIF) no.) City in Brazil
1 FRIGORIFICO OREGON S/A  SIF #55 Apucarana
FRANGO D M INDUSTRIA E COMERCIO DE ALIMENTOS
2% Arapongas
LTDA SIF # 270
3%k SEARA ALIMEN TOS LTDA SIF # 530 Lapa
4 PECCIN AGRO INDUSTRIAL LTDA - EPP SIF # 825 Jaragua do Sul
5% BRF S/A SIF # 1010 Mineiros
S&o José dos
6 FRIGORIFICO ARGUS LTDA SIF #1710 o
Pinhais
FRIGOMAX FRIGORIFICO E COMERCIO DE CARNES LTDA
7 Arapongas
SIF #1771
INDUSTRIA E COMERCIO DE CARNES FRIGOSANTOS LTDA
8 Campo Magro
SIF #2021
9 PECCIN AGRO INDUSTRIAL LTDA SIF # 2155 Curitiba
10 JJZ ALIMENTOS S. A. SIF # 2156 Goianira
11 BALSA COMERCIO DE ALIMENTOS EIRELI - ME SIF # 2540 (Balsa Nova
12 MADERO INDUSTRIA E COMERCIO S. A. SIF # 2618 Ponta Grossa
13 FRIGORIFICO RAINHA DA PAZ LTDA — ME SIF # 2914 Ibipora
14 INDU STRIA DE LATICINIOS S. S. P. M. A. LTDA SIF #3459  |Sapopemba




Unido da
15 BREYER & CIA LTDA SIF # 3522
Vitéria

16 FRIGORIFICO LARISSA LTDA SIF # 3704 Ipora

17 CENTRAL DE CARNES PARANAENSE LTDA - ME SIF # 3796 |Colombo

18 FRIGORIFICO SOUZA RAMOS LTDA SIF # 4040 Colombo

19 E. H. CONSTANTINO & CONSTANTINO LTDA SIF # 4381 Londrina

FA BRICA DE FARINHA DE CARNES CASTRO LTDA
20 Castro
SIF # 4460

TRANSMEAT LOGISTICA, TRANSPORTES E SERVIC OS
21 Balsa Nova
LTDA SIF # 4644

k BV L S AT LA HE IR T80 S Y 7 e g P
The six plants stated in the import licenses issued by the Centre for Food Safety
earlier
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CFS narrows the scope of import ban of frozen and chilled meat and poultry from Brazil H1/1

Press Releases

CFS narrows the scope of import ban of frozen and chilled meat

and poultry from Brazil
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The Centre for Food Safety (CFS) announced today (March 28)
that in view of the updated information provided by the Brazilian
authorities and its strict implementation of its food safety
system at the export level, the CFS has decided to adjust its
import suspension of frozen and chilled meat and poultry from
Brazil by narrowing the scope to the 21 plants under
investigation which was announced by the Brazilian authorities
earlier with immediate effect. Once the Brazilian authorities
provide further information about the 21 plants, the CFS will
conduct reassessment and take follow-up actions.

The Brazilian authorities today provided the Hong Kong
Government with up-to-date information, and stated that it will
strictly implement its international certification process to
demonstrate the credibility of the system. The Brazilian
authorities will also continue to conduct regular audits of the
system to ensure its effective operation.

Furthermore, the Brazilian authorities noted that there are
currently 21 plants being investigated and there is no evidence
showing that other plants authorised to export the concerned
products to the international markets are involved in any
irregularities. These plants are still being authorised by other
countries such as the European Union, Singapore and China, to
export the concerned products from Brazil. Over the past week,
the Brazilian authorities have taken additional measures
including enhanced sampling to ensure conformity of the concerned
food products with food safety requirements.

The CFS has also continued enhanced surveillance on meat and
poultry from Brazil. Since March 21, a total of 66 samples were
taken at import and retail levels for testing of meat
deterioration and other food safety indicators (such as metallic
contaminants) . The test results showed that all samples were
satisfactory.

After taking into consideration the latest information
provided by the Brazilian authorities and the above test results,
the CFS has decided to narrow the scope of the import suspension
on frozen and chilled meat and poultry from Brazil with immediate
effect.

The CFS will continue to maintain liaison with the Brazilian
authorities and suitably adjust its follow-up action in response

to the latest development.

Ends/Tuesday, March 28, 2017
Issued at HKT 22:26
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No recall on Brazil meat branded as 'slow, stupid'

Five processing plants implicated in the Brazilian meat scandal have supplied products to Hong Kong,
the health secretary said but insisted a recall 1S not necessary

Secretary for Food and Health Ko Wing-man said yesterday the government was in close contact with
the Brazilian authorities over the problem meat but added: "Up to this moment, we cannot obtain
comprehensive information in this regard.

"We have strengthened our surveillance at both the import and retail levels. Once there is any result of
these samples taken from various levels, we will let the public know."

His no-recall decision was slammed by legislators.

Democratic Party lawmaker Helena Wong Pik-wan, chairwoman of the Legislative Council food
safety and environmental hygiene panel, criticized the government's response as "slow and stupid.”

She said: "If the government knows the names of the five importers, why 1s it not releasing the list?"

Ko said the government could not confirm the names of the five companies, or the type of meat and
which batches had problems.

The five were among the 21 involved in the scandal in Brazil.

Lawmaker Jeffrey Lam Kin-fung received a list of the five problematic Brazilian meat exporters from
the Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce.

The five companies are Frigorifico Larissa Ltda, JJZ Alimentos SA, BRF S/A, Seara Alimentos Ltda
and Frango D M Industria E Comercio de Alimentos Ltda. They supplied frozen pork, beef products
and poultry to Hong Kong.

But this could not be confirmed by a spokeswoman of the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department.

Ko said there would be a big impact if the government announced a recall without further
information.
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"The market share of Brazilian meat and poultry meat 1s about 30 percent and a balance between food
safety and trade will be needed," Ko said.

Centre for Food Safety controller Gloria Tam Lai-fan said they had tested 17,000 meat and poultry
samples in the past three years and only about 30 had failed. None were from Brazil. She said
products on the market have health certificates issued by the country of origin. More restaurants and
stores yesterday stopped using Brazilian meat or stopped supplying dishes.

KFC and Maxim's Group decided to stop using Brazilian meat; Cafe de Coral stopped selling its
trademark baked pork chop rice, roast chicken and chicken wings; Tam Chai Yunna Noodles stopped
offering beef, bandit chicken wings and spicy pig ears; and 7-Eleven removed all products using
Brazilian meat. McDonalds stressed it never uses meat from Brazil.

Prices of frozen meat from other countries in markets rose at least 10 percent while frozen meat
suppliers criticized the government for stirring up panic and chaos in the market.
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Tainted Brazilian meat recalled

In a drastic U-turn, the government announced that meat from 21 Brazilian companies will be pulled
from supermarket shelves over safety concerns

Hong Kong's food safety authority will immediately recall all meat imported into the city from 21
Brazilian companies involved in an investigation over bribery and tainted meat, the food and
environmental hygiene minister said yesterday.

Dr Ko Wing-man made the announcement after meeting the Brazilian consul general on the same day,
during which he was told Brazil had already banned the 21 companies from exporting their meat
products.

Brazilian authorities are investigating the meat producers over bribery of inspectors to ensure their
meat, which was either rotten or tainted with salmonella, was given the proper certification.

The move 1s a drastic change from the government's earlier position, where it showed reluctance to
recall the questionable meat, saying a citywide seizure would be too difficult to implement.

The Centre for Food Safety on Thursday confirmed that all 27 samples of Brazilian meat tested for
deterioration and other food safety indicators since Tuesday were found to be satisfactory.

Ko did not explain yesterday how the recall would be carried out.
He said that the government had found meat 1n the city from six of the 21 companies so far.

"According to the more detailed information provided by the consul-general of Brazil, the risk to food
safety cannot be totally ruled out," Ko said.

Hong Kong is the biggest market for Brazilian beef, importing US$718 million (HK$5.5 billion)
worth of the product in 2016, according to Brazilian government figures.

Yesterday afternoon, Brazilian meat had been pulled from the shelves in several supermarkets the Post
visited in Causeway Bay. A frozen meat vendor surnamed Kan at Bowrington Road market
complained about huge losses due to the investigation.

"T haven't seen action against frozen meat of such a scale since [ started the business 40 years ago,"
Kan said. Most past recalls targeted live poultry.
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He said wholesalers are charging vendors 30 per cent more for frozen meat due to the short supply.

"People are now too scared to buy any meat. They would specifically ask if the meat was imported
from Brazil," he said.

About 50 per cent of the meat he sold was from Brazil, but now he has to replace it with more pricy
Dutch and Belgian meat. "The government should give retailers some sort of subsidies," he said.

At the same time, Hongkongers may have to eat less meat in the coming months, after Federation of
Restaurants and Related Trades chairman Simon Wong Ka-wo warned the recall will further add to a
meat shortage in the market.

He expected meat prices to rise 50 per cent from the normal level, as it usually took two to three
months for frozen meat from other countries to be delivered to the city.

"It 1s not easy to find new suppliers," he said, as about 60 per cent of the meat circulating in the Hong
Kong market was from Brazil.
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Better checks urged in Brazil meat affair

Traders oppose sale ban while officials cannot easily track tainted stocks

Traders affected by the meat scandal in Brazil called for a comprehensive inspection system
yesterday, saying a government decision to recall the products from 21 companies in the country
amounted to a sale ban on all their existing stock.

While officials are in talks with the sector about compensation issues, the Frozen Meat and Sea Food
Wholesalers Retailers Association said payouts were not the best solution.

It said not all meat products from Brazil were tainted and the government should inspect the items one
by one.

The Centre for Food Safety said on Friday it would immediately recall all meat from 21 Brazilian
companies involved in the probe.

Six of the firms were already identified by local health officials as suppliers of tainted meat.

A spokeswoman for the centre said yesterday anyone who sold the recalled meat could face a
maximum penalty of six months' imprisonment and a fine of HK$50,000.

Cheng Hing, a former secretary general of the association, said: "Currently, products that had entered
Hong Kong before the ban also cannot be sold. We are required to notify the government where they
are stored.

"Now some of our products are sealed in a terminal until further notice from the government. As an
importer, it's a huge loss."

Cheng said he hoped the government could 1nspect the products individually, and batches that passed
the test should be allowed for sale.

Secretary for Food and Health Dr Ko Wing-man said on a Commercial Radio programme yesterday
that Hong Kong had more than 1,000 Brazilian meat suppliers and it would be hard for local health
officials to verify the involvement of each.

Ko said the nature of the probe by the Brazilian government into the tainted meat scandal made it
difficult for local officials to locate and identify batches that should be pulled from sale.
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"Brazilian authorities have been investigating the incident for two years, but they're focusing on
whether officials have been bribed and possible misconduct, rather than looking at it from a food
safety perspective," Ko said.

The import ban would be maintained until Brazilian authorities narrowed the scope of their
mnvestigation.

Ko also said not many meat retailers in Hong Kong had digitalised their product records, which
further created an obstacle for officials involved in tracking down suppliers.
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Mainland eases Brazilian meat ban

The mainland 1s among three markets that have resumed imports of Brazilian meat and poultry while
Hong Kong continues to ban such products.

The mainland, Egypt and Chile lifted their bans on the Brazilian products on Saturday after closing
their markets to them at the beginning of the week following a rotten-meat scandal. They said they
would reopen the markets to all but the 21 Brazilian processing plants under investigation.

Brazil earlier extended its scope of its export ban to the 21 plants that are under investigation. The
mainland will lift its embargo "beginning on Monday," according to Brazilian officials.

On Friday, the Centre for Food Safety announced that all the frozen and chilled meat and poultry
imported from the 21 plants have to be recalled. Among the plants, six of them exported to Hong
Kong in the past six weeks.

The center yesterday it will continue to liaise with the Brazilian authorities.

"Once the Brazilian authorities provide more detailed information, the center will conduct further risk
assessment and suitably review 1ts follow-up actions, including narrowing the scope of the import
ban," a spokesman said.

Brazil, the largest economy 1n South America and the world's largest meat exporter, has been reeling
since March 17, when police in the country announced "Operation Weak Flesh." The two-year
nvestigation revealed that some meatpackers had paid crooked inspectors to pass off rotten and
adulterated meat as safe.

About 20 countries last week - including those in the European Union, Japan and Mexico - closed
fully or partially their doors to Brazilian meat, whose sales brought in more than US$13 billion
(HK$101.4 billion) to the Brazilian economy last year.

The mainland suspended imports last Monday followed by Hong Kong the next day.

The mainland 18 the second-largest importer of Brazilian beef, after Hong Kong, with an import value
of more than US$703 million last year. For both meat and poultry, China also came second with
nearly US$859.5 million in imports.
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Brazilian agriculture minister Blairo Maggi said that China's decision "attests to the rigor and quality
of the Brazilian sanitary system." He later told TV Globo that China will lift its embargo "beginning

Monday."

Brazil's President Michel Temer welcomed China's move as an "acknowledgment of reliability" and
expressed his "total confidence" that other countries will follow suit.

Egypt, the third-largest importer of Brazilian beef, with US$551.2 million in imports last year, also
lifted its ban on Saturday. So did Chile, which 1s Brazil's sixth-largest customer with more than
US$300 million in annual imports.
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Brazilian meat ban eased

The import ban on Brazilian meat and poultry products has been narrowed down to cover just the 21
meat plants under probe, the Centre for Food Safety announced last night.

The ban was imposed last Tuesday after a tainted meat scandal in the South American country came
to light. Authorities also ordered a recall of frozen and chilled meat and poultry from 21 Brazilian
plants last Friday.

"The Brazilian authorities provided the Hong Kong government with up- to-date information and
stated that it will strictly implement its international certification process to demonstrate the credibility
of the system," the CES said.

"The Brazilian authorities will also continue to conduct regular audits of the system to ensure its
effective operation." It said Brazil had promised to regularly review the system to ensure its
effectiveness. Apart from the 21 meat plants 1n the scandal, there 1s no evidence indicating that other
approved exporters have violated the regulations, and therefore, they are allowed to export to
countries and regions, including those in the European Union, Singapore and China.

Additional measures have been rolled out by the Brazilian government to ensure meat products
comply with food safety standards.

Simon Wong Ka-wo, president of the Hong Kong Federation of Restaurants and Related Trades,
warned meat prices could increased 50 to 60 percent in the next two months as importers and
restaurants need time to find new suppliers.
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