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(Translation)

"As there is no sufficient evidence to justify that
larger graphic health warnings can help lower the
smoking prevalence rate, this Panel opposes the
Administration's proposal to substantially increase
the size of the graphic health warning from
covering 50% to 85% of the two largest surfaces of
the packet or the retail container, and requests the
Administration to suspend the relevant plan of
introducing the legislative amendments, and prior to
reporting to this Panel again, communicate afresh
and adequately with all stakeholders for the
discussion of a practical and feasible plan."
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(Translation)

"In 2006, the Administration introduced a bill,
which was scrutinized under a procedure similar to
the positive vetting procedure, to implement the
requirement that graphic health warnings should
cover at least 50% of the two largest surfaces of
packets or retail containers of tobacco products.
However, the negative vetting procedure is to be
adopted for the current proposal to substantially
increase the size of graphic health warnings to
cover 85% of the surfaces. As it is a substantial
change that has implications on the exercising of
powers and functions by the Legislative Council in
scrutinizing legislation, this Panel requests the
Administration to suspend the relevant plan of
introducing the legislative amendments, and
introduce a bill for the Legislative Council's
scrutiny under the positive vetting procedure after
engaging in sufficient communication with all
stakeholders afresh for the purpose of coming up
with a practical and feasible proposal.”
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(Translation)

"Given that the Administration had not conducted
any substantive local survey to support that larger
graphic health warnings are conducive to reducing
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smoking prevalence, this Panel requests the
Administration to suspend the relevant plan of
introducing the legislative amendments, and report
to this Panel again after such conducting relevant
surveys."
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(Translation)

"Since there are views raising query that the current
practice of the Administration is suspected to be in
contravention of Article 6 and 105 of the Basic Law
as well as the relevant international treaties, coupled
with the fact that it has all along failed to address
comprehensively the points of law raised by the
trade and the public, this Panel requests the
Administration to suspend the relevant plan of
introducing the legislative amendments, and report
to this Panel again after seeking legal advice
afresh."”
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