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Extracted from A.M. Neville, Properties of Concrete (4th Edition), p304; with conversion to natural scale from log scale
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Press Releases

Government response to ICAC's arrest of staff members of a CEDD's
outsourced laboratory for allegedly falsifying concrete test

reports
ER IR IR I I 2 b b b b b b S b b b b b Ib S 2 2 b b b b b Sh S g b b b b b Sh S g b b b b b b Sh S b b b b b Sh Ih S g S b b b b ih dh  db 2 4

Regarding the Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) 's arrest of some staff members of a Civil Engineering and
Development Department (CEDD)'s outsourced laboratory suspected
to be involved in falsifying concrete test reports associated
with the works under the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (HZMB)
Hong Kong and related projects, a spokesman for the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) Government yesterday (May
23) responded as follows:

The HKSAR Government is highly concerned about the
falsifying concrete test report incident. In view of the
seriousness of the matter, relevant departments will follow up
this matter seriously so as to ensure that the quality of the
works meets the required standards and the structural safety is
secured under the works of HZMB Hong Kong and related projects.

In the middle of last year, a staff member of the CEDD
responsible for overseeing that laboratory observed anomalies
during his checking of concrete cube testing reports. After an
internal investigation, the CEDD considered it necessary to
refer the case to the ICAC for further follow-up action.

According to the established procedures, the testing of
construction materials under the public works projects has to be
conducted by the Government laboratory. The Government laboratory
is managed by the CEDD and its service is provided by the CEDD's
staff or CEDD's outsourced service provider. The concerned
laboratory as mentioned in ICAC's press release yesterday (May
23) 1is provided by the service provider outsourced by the CEDD
for conducting the concrete compression tests and soil density
tests under the HZMB Hong Kong projects (Hong Kong Boundary
Crossing Facilities (HKBCF) and Hong Kong Link Road (HKLR)) and
Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link (TMCLKL) .

The Government always places great importance to the quality
of public works. Since the commencement of the HKBCF, HKLR and
TMCLKL projects, the Highways Department (HyD) has stipulated
very stringent quality standards on the adopted construction
materials and sequence of works under its construction contracts.
To ensure the quality of concrete meets the required standards,
the resident site staff employed by the consultants of the HyD's
closely supervise the contractors' implementation of the
established procedures strictly in the delivery of concrete
samples to the Government laboratory for testing.

As the ICAC's investigation is underway, the Government is
not able to obtain relevant information with respect to the
relevant portion of works in relation to the suspected false
concrete test results at this stage. To promptly address the
concern of the public, upon realising the media enquiries to the
arrest by the ICAC last Friday (May 19), the HyD has requested
the resident site staff to conduct comprehensive examinations,
i.e. non-destructive testing on the structures (including bridge
decks, bridge piers, buildings and tunnel structures etc.) of the
HKBCF, HKLR and TMCLKL projects so as to ascertain that the
strength of concrete would meet the contract requirements. Up to



now, all the testing results show that the tested structures are
all in compliance with the required standard and the testing is
ongoing. In addition, the resident site staff has completed

by yesterday (May 23) all the visual inspections on the
structures under the said three projects and confirmed that the
structures were in sound conditions and no abnormalities (such as
structural cracks) were identified.

To further ease the concern of the public, the HyD will ask
the resident site staff to continue the non-destructive testing
on the concrete strength of structures on the above three
projects in the coming two weeks for verification
purpose. Priority would be given to the stress-critical locations
of the structures to be followed by other locations. The HyD
would also urgently engage an independent professional
organisation to augment the manpower to facilitate the
continuation of the non-destructive testing on the concrete
strength of structures and to conduct professional assessment on
the concrete structures under these three projects.

At the same time, the Standing Committee on Concrete
Technology of the CEDD will provide expert advice on the review
actions (including testing and sampling methods, etc.) to be
carried out by the HyD.

After the incident, the CEDD has already scrutinised and
enhanced the systems of that laboratory with an aim to prevent
occurrence of similar incidents. Also, the CEDD has examined the
test reports from other laboratories and no irregularities were
found.

Currently, relevant departments are looking into the case
in-depth and soliciting more information in this connection. A
press conference for provision of more details of the incident
will be convened on May 25.

Ends/Wednesday, May 24, 2017
Issued at HKT 0:58
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ICAC statement

2017-5-24

In view of immense public concern arising from a press release titled “ICAC arrests 21 for alleged corruption
over false concrete tests” issued yesterday (May 23), as well as public interest involved, the ICAC today
(May 24) issues the following statement to avoid unnecessary speculations:

“According to ICAC investigation, the malpractice mentioned in the press release concerned only the
contractor of the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) and its staff members. There is no
information or evidence to suggest that any public officers, contractors or material suppliers (or their
personnel), other than the CEDD contractor and its staff members, were involved in the above malpractice.”
Back to Index
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ICAC arrests 21 for alleged corruption over false concrete tests

2017-5-23

The ICAC has arrested two senior executives and 19 staff members of a contractor of the Civil Engineering
and Development Department (CEDD) for alleged corruption in relation to their submission of false concrete
compression test reports.

Commencing last Tuesday (May 16) was an operation codenamed “Greentfield” in which two senior
executives, two senior site laboratory technicians, 12 site laboratory technicians and five laboratory assistants
of the contractor of the CEDD were arrested.

The investigation arose from a corruption complaint referred by the CEDD.

Since January 2013, the CEDD had engaged the contractor to conduct compression tests on samples of
concrete to be used for the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge Project. The test for each sample was required
to be conducted within a set time frame and all concrete samples (in cube form) were required to pass the
test.

It was revealed that when some of the tests were not conducted within the set time frame in compliance with
the contract requirements, the site laboratory technicians and laboratory assistants might have adjusted the
times on the testing machines to cover up the irregularities.

During the ICAC operation, it was further revealed that some of the laboratory staff might have replaced the
concrete samples by using a metal calibration cylinder and/or high strength concrete cubes to falsify the tests,
so that the tests would appear to have been conducted properly. It was suspected that the above malpractice
might have started in early 2015.

ICAC enquiries revealed that the two senior site laboratory technicians had certified the false test reports. It
was suspected that they might have corruptly connived at the submission of the false reports to the CEDD.

When irregularities were initially detected in the concrete compression test reports by the CEDD, the
contractor conducted an internal investigation into the matter. However, the use of the metal calibration
cylinder and/or high strength concrete cubes to falsify tests was not disclosed in the investigation report that
was submitted to the CEDD. It was suspected that the contractor might have submitted the misleading
investigation report to the CEDD to defraud the department.

The CEDD has rendered full assistance to the ICAC during its investigation.

All the arrestees have been released on ICAC bail. Enquiries are continuing.
Back to Index


http://www.icac.org.hk/index.html
http://www.icac.org.hk/en/home/index.html

Bgg 111
*d 4%k 3B K Appendix III

1. =248 | #i&/8&0 = 250,000 | 2017-05-26
k3 | A0l |BF |Epix
F #c: 1439 words

R A T e A RBERT BRRETRL R, BB

BB KRR ARG BT R SR

o B RIFEFEH G TERR TS
W%ﬁiﬂrﬂéJQ%%iﬂﬂ%*’*§§lﬁ$i ﬁ%%ﬁ<”%w@é%¢’%r3
P EEFREBRA FEA LB E S 2P R o BRI PE;’LIPLE e r?fﬁﬁJ RIE o e
EEOFZARR FRISARIFEEENEHE S T B BERHFEAPE A1
LEF ORI R ERAFEE B AR

* 4Rz % FCRAY Pl

%ﬂ FRIA2A o HHEGBBRR SRR RIREL O FREAERIREHER  EME
R M ER AR PR ST AR KR A RRRRER  FURFFERBNF L § o
%%%£5$ﬁ~%ﬂﬁﬁiéé%%£ﬂ$$~iilﬁw@%%aﬁﬁﬁua@ﬁ%%aﬁﬁ
FERELANEE o

Tl R hkERA

PR AT F I ES D FR T ERREG MR G AREERT > £ RIER W ¢T{%?p%
= %”ﬁwwé’?4%&_%Bw9«ﬂﬁgq%%ﬁﬂﬂé’% FEIA o HIRTER

L4 F EEE L TR ST Ry S FTE

IRPER T e ) RIEHRA o B ALY b e (52 18P ) MARFUE AT EETE BRI T
mﬁﬁ,ﬂﬁ¢%@w,&i B TRRRAME BT A é%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁi%ﬁigﬁy

3}1;}%.&\)}%%& W5 2 Rap is}#:‘ﬁ - J—T#"’—Q—k”]”_ﬂi);‘d?o&ﬁf{%& Hs e (7 2R A
iﬂ%’%w#r#%ﬁﬁj’«%iWﬁbﬁﬁ

éﬁxf St g o Bar kB2 R L grb'ur»ﬁ —’:;}%
NG - S A NS ﬂ’/{ﬁ]ﬂlﬁ%‘i I TR I IS

HE AR S s | R 201248 AR ks 5 BRI X ARIA 2 4
EFipd o ¢ RUOKPFF I ERAGEPIRL TR R[(EELL oL TR -



KRR E AR

BIERE BT 2P als,gz,g}% ABE > RPTRE S AR R G RAERIR T i o PFP Y
vRRA RFAREY  REEFALEERFRAT AHORS o 2B RN LT

&ﬁﬂ%ﬁ&lﬁﬁﬂ’uié fERAAMIAD DL 2 ef g LIPRT -

FIABMGE 2w AR R F R bR R AR ARLERIE Y B AERRIRAL B A
CARERE R A REETAAHRBIRRI PG EREF v LA BPEBA R
28P fo ARAFT > WRUBPE BRA H"ﬂhﬁ gL%ﬁ*’ﬁ{JMPWQ'Eﬁ”E
R R AMER RO REA FRFEEA BT FAREOTHR 2 =
ﬁ&J°i*%§“%%ﬁﬁ@ﬂa$ﬁﬁﬂﬁ—ﬁ FORE s R A

REFFW "f;é@iﬁrﬁéaﬁ‘ RHERT AARROEFERE s gt A1 REEF T ¥
CREAMEN O RFAEM RRE c RFEE L A1 RIFEF 2 P INPT ll%#faf?w“iw g = £
BeSER TR MR R B T e

3% # B

1l H#E =% * 2

AR AR EERA G PAREE AREBR RS REL INE FAKL IR

DELPA

P s RIS FEAEY Bk AN EE S TREEE

2 "  BBREETE

AR OTHE HENEREARA TEAFTAEA IR EBAE SR
FRrw e d RFHE A BAT RN TR KRFEHIRTET BE
3 HB 12 F KA

AR CAEPREBEACEE-FTE e 180T A G AP

;J:f‘-]—w@ TAL ﬁ%‘r s W EF S bﬁ;&"&ﬁé?ﬂ%g‘_ i35

© & e [201705263140116]

ANFEEPOTIRBRE PN F TR RIS AN RERG A g o DR - A R Y K
#rhize M Fd R FpELF o EPR EHTBEPNF kg T A pildeaiE g / A KEFE



2. am730 | # =& /& 4 = 450,008 | 2017-05-26
FE | A02 |BF |Fpif
F #c: 1084 words

B IKE ARG B SRR YR W ALE

BARBRAAFABE IR T RRERE ST AR € v o dpih B RIE TR
AR SR WRFRAFET O R RABLAER > T ERFSHES 2L 0§ HKGR
ROREFEFEL FofrB 2 % B> { A7 v d h L7 AL i8R LB

R F ¥y 2 (23 )Fsdndf 2 AL BRI R FORAFUAHFEREBES s EHRR TR E
FRARREOPER > 2 THe | % EHREF N4 T HARET A 2 AL RFREFE
H RPFfEE o AR RIRBEAN S HE8P TS8R RRIFALE T RBEHER T
BoZF A2 &Y Rigme ’fiﬂiﬁ'ﬁfé*p PHOCFRE IR BT FTHAELEE: S THEL
BARPFEEN HAFTFEERE -

REL R EERNE TH

IR RBREN THe | MR PR AL AR R RN R AR RF A R A R

{5&;,&;\7#_ 2L R BN Fvi?ffﬁﬂ‘ﬁt%ﬁ PRER ML LIRFALLR A
PER ok gl THe 82 3L T RAREF ARG Bt o 235 AR TH SRRy
Ao T X P e adnd R T s PR IARWRR BT Ry By TEEA A -

gwgﬁ+%uﬁ¢i,ﬁaﬁ%@fw%wﬁ%rai%J’%% BHEEREL > TR
BBzl TR R R PHRRET I AR Y ded A B R RARL I F R
ERFFHSTEFAMPIFE R Z LR 206 5 A FRPPES &4 TR PR FREAPES
HoRRILFTFE ARG H R THABESFE - LRAME PR EER - TR

%‘3’, ’ ,H—Zi A X ffil ﬁw FB4 LR A ’EIfTﬂ/F?L\F a'.puf f, ’H“I‘_‘ AE";ILF] 3«}']—}"\3 e ’l‘i—;-&
3" B & N ﬂ}%ﬁ Bpfle AR B RFHRTR I AIREREFS VeI HOTETRE
BERFL DD IHFHAELL AR EHRAFPE TR 3B RASEHTRAF 7 5
2678 TR A2 3% AR R PRAE ©

%’Tﬁﬁwafi’ﬂﬁmﬁﬁo%*

dzﬁl

%%‘ﬁ—’ © TD_P ks E‘!‘J#\/:’J#ﬁ'f*?ﬁv Bt A ARdE
§od A1 map R R 2 AN RS R T



243 AR R BURAIAE > P B LR RIR 4T B R R AL AR BT R 0 BN o
EERPIEAFEEL D AL P ERFERNFIE  RIT AL T Emdp ) - - 2 6 & o
AoV FREAP R ERRALTER TR R FARRERA RFEHFRE BB KA

B RAERE R gl
2oy ot e

L=

N

RE T =MD S D ALEIRA G PHOE BT =

FA2 o R REIBEBBET 0 RERK TR 1 LaBme

k&

2 F % [201705263133160]

=

BB Al B MRS 4 BT - e

AR FEEHDT IR o R
ﬁmmgwpﬁéQWﬁéﬁﬁﬁ»%ﬁz%%?imﬁ‘%ﬁ??éﬂﬁ“%ﬁﬂwﬁ?f/ﬁ*&%%3°



3. AP | FEFE/EMM A= 500,000 | 2017-05-26
Fx | AOL B |EiE
F #: 1131 words

PRI AR g EPRAP FURE S BRI R R RALD

B IRE & )'ﬁié BB AR BpE fé F)&ﬁﬁlfﬁa j}/{f\‘]’__l_ v A EENRLT AT R 2% > 8
RERPRL AR T2 iAo r *%”‘%$ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁ’”ﬁu%%mrﬂ*WJ#?
BtpIAR  FHERF I T8 NPT ESRSR ATETESA - FEFRAPT
- NP R HRRIL S 2MEE S IRER T XBE LR %g%%%%ﬁloiﬂiﬁ

“’d

B HFcfp R 2 ol Al REEF AR RGBT ELETT G pE EREEI < A3
FERHELRAF Th AP °%%i%4 T- & o ﬂﬁﬁi,%ﬁ%mJ’ééﬁiF
Efpdpdrg A RBPREY DR kA THe ) o REEEAME

/ﬁ\ﬁi/fﬁ )}%m%}’ﬁf i3 BEh /ﬁ»"é i ﬂ};‘{t ]ﬁlé\ﬁ;"

FRp B SEAHE I FR AR IMEEE '@%%ﬁ’%%ﬁiﬁ’4%%
5L R dedy 0 4 £ 0 AT R AREERS %’%mﬂéﬁﬂ AEFD R PERAE AT R
A A AP L NPT R AR BRI TW#?%HPW%W £ IIRE
AT PEE A o w BB RGP AR PR RERFEAHMAT AL -2 -

2 AEE AR P R B

PRI B80S C TR R A L 1 S
BT RGP R EEE G M YRR R
B RS BB ATRAE g RAOF RIREARL 0 SRR B b gz
PR MR AR A L B FURSESR TR R R

B %ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ*ﬁﬂ*%
Ay T i‘aﬁ P I A £ o %
TR E S ® 8 EHE R T

BE 23 F‘l’ﬁ‘%‘ﬂ—ﬁi RN RS iT*‘#E%“iﬂ AP A RFFRE S NFHRE o IR FH
FoRE|FE AR e APEFT RSB TIEp 3 2irR A% 5 B 75 Tdoes not have a
significant implication on the concrete strength results; (¥ 7 k% R DRREEE LG P
) A AL REPFEA I EFERTE > S RIFE R A AT ERARE 7R

REdo FRNETRHS



HEERWEI P ADPERFE o> Jp@ e B A B 4B RERANBA 2 AT FT K
*ﬁjk’pada\?‘Q’ r#’_‘{.s Jﬁg 7%2?3 4'Fvﬁg’.~=37‘ Hbz;:?u

%ﬁ@é%%%w%‘*ﬁ vﬂ%F*w4rﬁsjﬁ%éﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ’%ﬂ%ﬁf%Q%’i

BAR AL EFEGEH T2 ki PR BRI N 2R SR A AFT RAT R
P 2 PR -

3B EOT ARG SRR RIS S 0 202 ) RB R E S G 4 A
FhREWRSE T Fﬁg@%?ﬁ ﬁ%’ﬂuﬁ*éﬁ%%ﬁmlﬁ°%%%%
’ﬁﬁT%&glﬁm&i; AR FTT RBEEHRT A EE L ARD
F2EPBMFTLEE v BFRE i’,i‘;,f;géfrﬁob)%%‘m&ﬁ# .

G4 (i
B R E
Enl L Un R /2

A‘]’ 7\“\ =

<2 F S5 [201705263222857]

AR FEEPOTIIRIEE P TR ok BER  APM B KRR AT > D ERT - ol R Y
izl p Fd Y FP LT EPF EHBENT REFT S pldehE R/ FARETE



4, = =53 | FFE/EF A= 187,078 | 2017-05-26
3¢ % | EDT1,EDT3 |EDT |headline |By Cannix Yau
F #c: 662 words

Bridge problem was missed a year ago

Bridge problem missed a year ago, officials admit

Officials admit they failed to spot that tests on concrete samples from mega
infrastructure project had been switched by a contractor

Officials have admitted they investigated safety concerns over a government
contractor’ s work at one of Hong Kong' s biggest infrastructure projects a year ago, but
failed to unearth bigger problems.

[t was only last week, when graft-busters arrested 21 people for allegedly faking
concrete test results for the Hong Kong-Macau-Zhuhai Bridge, that the Civil Engineering
and Development Department (CEDD) realised what it had missed.

That was when the Independent Commission Against Corruption informed the department
that the contractor’ s employees were suspected of switching concrete samples during
safety tests.

"In that case, the quality of the concrete used for the bridge might have been
compromised, " CEDD director Lam Sai-hung said.

The department itself investigated allegations last July that the testing time for
concrete samples were being deliberately adjusted to give the false impression that
work had been completed within the 28-day required time frame.

While referring this irregularity to the ICAC for investigation, the department held a
review of the contractor’ s test records, but failed to spot the bigger problem of
concrete samples being switched. The contractor has yet to be named officially, but has
been identified by other sources as Jacobs China, under the US-based Jacobs Engineering
Group.



"Our assessment was that the performance discrepancy was little so this would not
affect the quality of the concrete," Lam replied, when asked why the CEDD had not
conducted follow-up tests on the bridge structure after coming across the suspicious
time records.

The contractor has yet to respond to inquiries, but its website states it took on a
HK$85.2 million project for the CEDD to provide management and operating services for
the government laboratory in Siu Ho Wan on Lantau.

Jacobs China has also worked on another mega project for the government - the Hong
Kong section of the express rail link.

But officials played down concerns about similar safety concerns, saying the parties
concerned had been alerted to the bridge problem.

The government has yet to clarify exactly which parts of the bridge project could be
affected, only saying the use of concrete during the period in question involved the
Hong Kong Link Road, boundary crossing facilities and the link road between Tuen Mun
and Chek Lap Kok.

Director of Highways Daniel Chung Kum-wah did not givea direct answer when asked
whether part of the bridge would need to be demolished and rebuilt - the worst-case
scenario painted by experts.

"To ease public concerns, we are now actively conducting ’body checks’ on the key
locations of the bridge’ s structures between early 2015 to mid last year," he said. "Up
to now, all the testing results show that the tested structures are all in compliance
with the required standard ... If any concrete structures fail the tests,
reconstruction may not be a must. There are several ways to address the defects."

An independent consultant will be appointed to help conduct concrete tests, which are
expected to be completed by the end of next month.

Acting Secretary for Transport and Housing Yau Shing-mu said the long-delayed and
overbudget mega project would be completed on schedule by the end of the year,
regardless of the scandal.

"The rest of the work will be carried out on schedule and according to plan ... We
will make sure that the bridge’ s structures are confirmed safe and sound before it can
be opened for use," he said.

Democratic Party lawmaker Lam Cheuk-ting said he was deeply disappointed by the
government’ s account as 1t still failed to pinpoint which partsof the bridge may have
been compromised. "The government has seriously underestimated the severity of the
irregularities,”" Lam said. "That is why it failed to detect a bigger problem involving
the use of fake concrete samples. If it had detected this problem last year it could
have done a lot of damage control."
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Bridge ‘body check’ ordered by govt

By LUIS LIU in Hong Kong luisliu@chinadailyhk. com

The Hong Kong government on Thursday ordered a detailed “body check” on key
structures of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge after the city’ s corruption watchdog
arrested staff from a contractor suspected of faking test results.

To speed up the test, the government will hire an independent consultant to apply more
hands to the task. All tests will be completed by the end of next month, which will not
delay the bridge’ s ongoing work. It will not affect the opening of the bridge to the
public, scheduled for the end of this year, according to the Highways Department.

The authority has already started tests using a gun-like device to assess the strength
of the concrete. As of Thursday, nothing unusual had been found, Undersecretary for
Transport and Housing Yau Shing-mu said.

The Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD) has strengthened protocols
since last week, having more government staff oversee quality control practices and
rotate testing work among more labs, acting director of the CEDD Lam Sai-hung said.

The department had given the affected contractor, which was reported to be Jacobs
China, a branch of one of the biggest global engineering and construction service
providers — Jacobs Engineering Group — an unqualified rating and ended their
cooperation in March, according to Lam.

The CEDD is also seeking legal advice and could press charges on the company, added
Lam.

Jacobs cooperates closely with the Hong Kong government. In 2009, it received a
Highways Department contract to provide engineering services for design and site
investigation in another massive infrastructure project — the Guangzhou-ShenzhenHong



Kong Express Rail Link, according to its official website.

Secretary for Development Eric Ma Siu-cheung said that so far no government officials,
constructors or suppliers were found to have carried out any malpractices.

Ma stressed the government’ s emphasis on construction safety and quality.

However, he admitted the government had no information on which batch of concrete was
involved — as the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) had not disclosed
any details of the case.

Director of Highways Daniel Chung Kum-wah pledged that the government won' t allow the
bridge to start operations until it is assured the structure is 100 percent safe.
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Contractor received only minor rap for false test reports

The contractor responsible for concrete tests on the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge
falsified reports by changing the date since last year, with the government learning
last week it also replaced samples.

Despite questions about the safety of the Hong Kong portion of the project, officials
insisted "professional health checks’’ show the structure has not been compromised
and work will continue as scheduled.

The Civil Engineering and Development Department found irregularities 1in reports last
July but Jacobs China got away with just a negative performance report.

The CEDD, Highways Department, Development Bureau and Transport and Housing Bureau
held a press conference yesterday, two days after the Independent Commission Against
Corruption announced the arrest of 21 contractor staff.

[t 1s believed the contractor was behind schedule and staff are suspected to have
changed the date on machines to make i1t appear it conducted tests on time, said
Director of Civil Engineering and Development Lam Sai-hung.

"We think there was little impact on the results. Therefore, the quality of the
concrete used in the HZMB project was not really affected,’’ Lam said.

Asked why the contract was not terminated after the irregularities were detected, Lam
said 1t was a "management problem" as the quality of the work was not affected and
therefore the contractor was just given a negative performance report.

Without naming Jacobs China, the government said the contractor is involved in 26
other government projects.

According to the ICAC, the contractor also allegedly replaced samples with a metal
calibration cylinder and/or high strength concrete cubes to falsify the tests.



Lam said the government only found out last week and therefore could not say the
extent of the impact.

Acting Secretary for Transport and Housing Yau Shing-mu said: "Based on the results
of the initial inspection so far, it is safe to continue the remaining works in
accordance with our plan and schedule.’”’

Visual inspections in the past few days found no irregularities and the non-
destructive Schmidt Hammer Test is being done at critical points of the bridge, said

Director of Highways Daniel Chung Kim-wah.

The tests are expected to be completed by the end of next month and samples will only
be drawn from the core of the concrete structures if the tests detect irregularities.

An independent professional organization will be engaged to complete the tests.
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