L C Paper No. CB(1)314/17-18(02)

Waterwor ks (Amendment) Bill 2017 (“ TheBill”)

Responsetothe List of follow-up actions arising from the discussion
at the meeting of the Bills Committee on 7 November 2017

Responseto item (a)

The draft guideline is provided in the Appendix (only in Chinese at the time
being) and has aready been circulated among stakeholders for comments.

Response to items (b) and (¢)

2. Persons who are allowed to provide instruction and supervision for other
persons in carrying out specified plumbing works include licensed plumbers (“LPsS")
and registered plumbing workers.

Licensed Plumbers

3. Pursuant to regulation 33(1) of the Waterworks Regulations (Cap. 102A)
(“WWR”), a person who holds a Craft Certificate in Plumbing and Pipefitting issued
by the Vocational Training Council (*VTC") after 1987 and who holds a Certificate in
Plumbing Services (Hong Kong) issued by the VTC or an equivalent qualification
may apply for a plumber’s licence; and renew the licence annually pursuant to
regulation 36(2) of the WWR.

4, Water Supplies Department (“WSD”) launched the Voluntary Continuing
Professional Development (“CPD”) Scheme for LPs in October 2016. The content
of programmes/courses under this CPD Scheme covers awide range of topics, such as
material control on plumbing works, plumbing design, water quality and water
sampling, water safety and risk management, the Waterworks Ordinance and the
WWR, standard and requirements of plumbing works, new measures implemented by
Water Authority on processing applications for water supplies, and maintenance of
inside services, etc. Attendance of the programmes/courses under this CPD Scheme
isnot a prerequisite for an LPto renew his/her licence.



Registered Plumbing Workers

5.

Under the Construction Workers Registration Ordinance (Cap. 583)

(“CWRQ”), the applicant for seeking/renewing registrations as plumbing workers
(who were alowed to provide instruction and supervision for other person to carry out
plumbing works) shall:

(@)

(b)

(©)

hold a certificate of safety training (commonly known as “Green Card”)
issued in accordance with the Factories and Industrial Undertakings
Ordinance (Cap. 59);

be a Hong Kong permanent resident or not be subject to any conditions of
stay in Hong Kong for not taking up any paid or unpaid employment in
Hong Kong; and

hold the following qualification or hold other qualification that the
Registrar of Construction Workers ', in the consultation with the
Construction Workers Quadlifications Board?, considers as an equivalent
qualification :

Registered skilled worker

(1) Trade test certificate for plumber issued by the Construction
Industry Council (“CIC");

(i) Certificate of completion of an apprenticeship in the trade of
plumber given under section 28 of the Apprenticeship Ordinance (Cap.
47);

(iii) Plumber’s licence issued under regulation 34 of the WWR; or

(iv) Completed a CIC's specified training course and passed the

According to section 36 of the CWRO, the Registrar of Construction Workers shall be appointed by the

Construction Industry Council subject to the approval of the Secretary for Development.

According to section 12 of the CWRO, the Qualifications Board under the CWRO comprises 15 members

appointed by the Construction Workers Registration Board with 5 public officers, and representatives from
training ingtitutes, professional bodies, contractors, trade unions and major employers. In the past three
years, there was no application requiring consultation with the Qualifications Board.



assessment to become a registered skilled worker (provisional) in
plumbing trade.
Registered semi-skilled worker

Intermediate trade test certificate for plumber issued by the CIC.

6. For continuing education of plumbing practitioners, the CIC and the VTC
offer the following two short courses to provide updated knowledge with respect to
water safety and relevant statutory requirements:

Course Content
Appreciation Course Understanding the impacts of water quality

on Quality of Drinking on human body

Water and Good = “Good Practice Guide on Plumbing Works”
Practice and “Handbook on Plumbing Installation”
(CIC) m Alist of thelatest circular letters of WSD

m Technical requirements of fresh water pipe
welding, including brazing and soldering

m Update of construction-related waterworks
and material market

Plumbing Engineering | Introduction of vertical plumbing line diagram

Drawing for Water for buildings, points-to-note for plumbing
Supply System engineering drawing and relevant statutory
(VTC) requirements of fresh water supply system

Development Bureau
1 December 2017
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