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Dear Hon Kenneth Leung,
Public Hearing on September 6th 2017: Cap 586 Amendment Bill.

I am writing to you in my capacity as a member of the Hong Kong General Chamber of
Commerce (HKGCC) to express my support for the Hong Kong Government's proposed Cap
586 Amendment Bill because Hong Kong has to take a lead in stopping the awful practice of
poaching elephants which is rapidly decreasing the number of elephants living in the wild on
such a scale that they may be extinct in the coming years. Other than poachers and traders,
nobody gains from brutally killing these wonderful and majestic animals for their ivory.

I wrote the attached article for the HKGCC magazine, which was published in August 2017 —
please read this, stating the arguments for the lvory Ban. It would be great if Hong Kong
would quickly follow China’s example and go abreast with international law concerning to
combat the illegal ivory trade, and show our neighbouring countries, other Asian countries
and the rest of the world that we take ending the ivory trade serious . Hong Kong has the
obligation and duty to be a gatekeeper, and the responsibility to show our loved ones and the
rest of the world that it deeply cares for safeguarding these beautiful animals for many more
generations to come. The only effective way is through using Cap 586.

I fully support the government’s three-step plan to ban the Hong Kong ivory trade; and its
proposals to increase maximum penalties under the Protection of Endangered Species
Ordinance (Cap 586) and the article attached outlines the proposition to compensate traders
or buy out their stocks.

Compensation will send the wrong educational message to society if it is granted to an
industry where there are known elements of illegality. This includes the poaching crisis in
Africa, smuggling via criminal gangs, laundering, and illegal selling in Asia.

The Hong Kong Government had developed a licensing control system for the local ivory
trade, with the intention being that ivory traders could liquidate their remaining stocks. It
never suggested that the trade and the licenses should be sustained indefinitely. Hong Kong
ivory traders LC Paper No. CB(1)1409/16-17(41) should know full well that remaining in the
ivory industry during these 27 years bears greater risk over time. Furthermore, statistics show
that Hong Kong traders had been purchasing and importing small amounts of pre-Convention
ivory in recent years. They took an ill-fated business risk to build up their stocks in this way,
at a time when ivory prices were high, hoping that this was a good investment. It was not a
wise business strategy, and should certainly not be compensated now with taxpayers' money
for having taken this business.



Thank you for your attention.
Kind regards,

Wander Meijer
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