
LC Paper No. FC129/16-17(Ol) 

Finance Committee 

Note on Chairman's direction 
regarding notice of motions proposed by members 

under paragraph 21 of the Finance Committee Procedure for 
deciding on matters under the Public Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2) 

Purpose 

This note sets out the factors taken into account by the Chairman of 
the Finance Committee ("FC") in his review of the notice requirement for 
motions proposed by members that are dependent on an agenda item and 
are on matters that are within the powers of FC to decide under the Public 
Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2) (hereafter referred to as "subsidiary Cap. 2 
motions"), and the new a叮angement that the Chairman will adopt in 
臼ture in respect of the notice of such motions. 

Background 

2. Pursuant to the Resolutions1 made under section 29 of the Public 
Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2), FC may speci令T certain "terms and 
conditions" or "conditions, exceptions and limitations" in respect of the 
expenditure from the relevant Funds for the purpose specified under the 
relevant financial proposal 企om the Govemment. A member of FC may 
propose to move a motion to specify such "terms and conditions" or 
"conditions, exceptions and limitations" for decision of FC. The notice 
required for this type of motions is provided in FCP 21 , which states 
that 一

"The Financial Secretα'ry， ....鉤的 being α public officer designαted 
by the Goveγnment 01 the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 
m品er A.γticle 62(6) 01 the Bαsic Lαrw，。γαny member mαy give 
notice to the Cle;γk 01 the items 01 business to be included in the 

1 These Resolutions are: Resolution on the Capital Works Reserve Fund (Cap. 2A), 
Resolution on the Capital Investment Fund (Cap. 2B), Resolution on the Loan 
Fund (Cap. 2C) and Resolution on the Innovation and Technology Fund (Cap. 2Q). 
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αgenda of the Finαnce Committee. The notice of αgenda items 
should reach the Clerk at least six clear dlαys b電fore the meeting 
concerned, but shorter notice may be given if the Chairman so 
directs, provided that it shall not be shorter th仰 two clear days for 
motions moved by members for deciding on matters under the Public 
Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2). The proposed motions should be 
presented in written form." 

3. FCP 21 was last amended on 2 November 2007 to provide for the 
notice period for such motions. As explained in paragraph 11 of the 
relevant discussion paper FCR(2007-08)33 (Appendix 1), for those 
motions proposed by members which are dependent on other agenda 
items and are on matters that are within the powers of FC to decide under 
Cap. 2, e.g. a motion to impose conditions in respect of a Capital Works 
Reserve Fund ("C可是F") item on the agenda of an FC meeti嗯， it is not 
likely that a notice of six clear days for the motion can be given，的 the

notice requirement for a C鴨蛋F item is at least six clear days. While the 
then FCP 21 provided that shorter notice may be given if the Chairman so 
directs, it was considered that the shorter notice for this type of motions 
should be set at not less than two clear days in order that members and 
the Administration had adequate time before the meeting to consider the 
proposed conditions, exceptions or limitations specified in such a motion. 
To this effect, the then proposed amendment to FCP2l , which was passed 
by FC on 2 November 2007 (Appendix 11), was to add the following at 
the end ofFCP 21 一

" .. .. provided that it shall not be shorter than two clear dαys for 
motions moved by members for deciding on matters under the Public 
Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2). The proposed motions should be 
presented in written form. " 

4. No member had proposed this type of motions, i.e. subsiιlary 

Cap.2 motions, since the above amendment was made until FC 
considered the financial proposal FCR(20 16-1 7)86 on block allocations 
under CV\改F in February and March 2017. 

Handling of subsidiary Cap. 2 motions proposed by members in 
respect ofitems FCR(2016-17)86 and FCR(2017-18)1 

5. The first time when members invoked FCP 21 to propose 
subsidiary Cap. 2 motions was during FC's deliberations on the item 
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FCR(20 í 6-17)86 on block allocations under C\\改F. This item was 
included in the agenda of the FC meetings on 24 Februarγ20172 . As 
deliberations on the item was not completed at those meetings, the item 
was carried over to the meetings scheduled for 17 and 18 March 2017. 
On 9 March 2017, two members jointly proposed a motion pursuant to 
FCP 21 and the Resolution on Capital Works Reserve Fund (Cap. 2A) 
and requested that it be included in the agenda of the next FC meetings. 
In their response to the Administration's views on the first motion, the 
two members proposed five other motions pursuant to FCP 21 on 15 
h在arch 2017. 

6. In considering whether these motions met the notice requirement 
under FCP 21 , the notice was counted in relation to the date (i.e. 17 
March 2017) of the next upcoming FC meetings to continue the 
deliberations on the item which was carried over from the meetings on 24 
February 2017. While the members gave six clear days' notice for the 
first motion, they gave only two clear days' notice for the second batch of 
five motions. For the second batch of five motions, the Chairman 
exercised his discretion under FCP 21 and allowed a shorter notice of two 
clear days for the motions. 

7. The same approach was adopted in handling the motions proposed 
by members in respect of FCR(20 17斗 8)1 on injection of $5 ,450 million 
as equity from the Capital Investment Fund ("CIF") to the Hongkong 
International Theme Parks Limited to support an expansion and 
development plan at the Phase 1 site of the Hong Kong Disneyland 
Resort. FC started deliberating the item on 1 April 2017 3 and the 
deliberations were carried over to the meetings on 21 and 22 April 2017. 
Three members gave notice on 18 April 2017 for two motions proposed 
under FCP 21. In giving his ruling on these motions, the Chairman 
stated that whether he would exercise discretion to allow a shorter notice 
would be decided on a case-by-case basis, and the reason that he was 

2 In response to the Administration's request made on 22 February 2017, the 
Chairman agreed to allow a shorter notice of one clear day for inclusion of the 
item in the agenda of the FC meetings on 24 February 2017. FC staJ.ied 
deliberations on the item on 24 February 2017 and the deliberations continued at 
the meetings on 17 and 18 March 2017. The item was approved on 18 March 
2017. 

3 In response to the Administration's re中est made on 27 March 2017, the Chairman 
agreed to allow a shorter notice of four clear days for inclusion of the item in the 
agenda of the FC meetings on 1 April 2017. FC started deliberations on the item 
on 1 April 2017 and the deliberations continued at the meetings on 21 , 22 and 28 
April and 2 May 2017. The item was approved on 2 May 2017. 
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prepared to exercise discretion under FCP 21 to allow a shorter notice of 
two clear days for the two motions was that it wa:s the first time that 
members of FC had ever proposed motions which sought to invoke 
paragraph 5(b) of the Resolution on the Capital Investment Fund (Cap. 
2B) in respect of a proposal seeking funds from the CIF. Subsequently, 
one other member and the three members gave notice for one motion and 
six motions respectively. The Chairman refused to allow a shorter notice 
for these motions on the ground that the members should have sufficient 
time to give six clear days' notice for the motions and thus retumed the 
relevant notices to the members. 

Review of application of FCP 21 to subsidiary Cap. 2 motions 

8. In the above two instances where members proposed subsidiary 
Cap. 2 motions pursuant to FCP 21 , the Chairman noted that the 
Administration had not given the minimum six clear 街ys' notice for the 
items concemed as required under FCP 21. Instead, they requested a 
shorter notice. The Chairman acceded to the Administration's requests on 
consideration of the urgency of the item FCR(20 16-17)86 and the need of 
the Administration to take into account the outcome of the preceding FC 
meetings on 25 March 2017 in the case of the item FCR(20 1 7 -18) 1. At 
that time, no member had indicated that he would propose subsidiary Cap. 
2 motions on those items pursuant to FCP 21. Having regard to the 
operational experience in dealing with the above two items, the Chair立lan

considers that for proposals in respect of which FC may specify "terms 
and conditions" or "conditions, exceptions or limitations" pursuant to 
relevant legislation, it is important for the Administration to give the 
requisite notice period in order to allow members to propose motions 
under FCP 21 ifthey wish to do so，的 it is possible that the relevant items 
are discussed and voted on at the meeting when they are included in the 
agenda ofFC for the first time. 

9. In the above instances, the Chairman also noted that 台的h notices 
of further subsidiary Cap. 2 motions were given by the members 
concemed when the relevant item was carried over to the next meeting 
day( s), with the result that there could be multiple deadlines for members 
to propose such motions until the relevant item is voted on by FC. This 
had given rise to the problem of the lack of certainty for the Committee's 
proceedings. 
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10. As subsidiary Cap. 2 motions, if passed, would be binding on how 
the Financial Secretary may expend moneys 企om the relevant Funds, in 
accordance with the principle of procedural faimess, the Chairman 
considers it appropriate to invite the Administration to comment on 
subsidiary Cap. 2 motions and the members concemed to respond to the 
Administration's comments before he rules on the motions. The 
operational experience gained so far in handling such motions has 
revealed that given that time is required for processing such motions, if a 
verγshort notice (such as merely two clear days' notice) is given for such 
motions, other members may not have timely notice of whether the 
proposed motions will be considered by FC under the relevant agenda 
item. 

11. In the light of the above problems, the Chairman has considered it 
necessary to review the application and operation of FCP 21. In this 
regard, he has asked the Secretariat to collect information on the practice 
of the Council in dealing with similar matters for his consideration. 

Established practice in handling Committee stage amendments to 
bills and amendments to motions having legislative effect 

12. As mentioned above, subsidiary Cap. 2 motions proposed by 
members, if passed, would have legal effect and would be binding on 
how the Financial Secretary may expend moneys 企om the relevant Funds. 
As such, the effect of such motions is similar to that of Committee stage 
amendments ("CSAs") to bills and amendments to motions that have 
legislative effect. The Chairman therefore considers it appropriate to 
make reference to the established practice of the Legislative Council 
("LegCo") in handling CSAs to bills and amendments to motions having 
legislative effect. 

13. Under rule 57(2) ofthe Rules ofProcedure, notice of amendments 
proposed to be moved to a bill shall be given not less than 7 clear days 
before the day on which the bill is to be considered in committee of the 
whole Council; and except with the leave of the Chairman of the 
committee of the whole Council no amendment of which notice has not 
been so given may be moved to a bill. The Chairman notes from the 
information provided by the Clerk to LegCo that where the Committee 
stage on a bill is to be carried over to subsequent meeting(s) of the 
Counc泣， the Chairman of the committee of the whole Council will not 
consider fresh notice to propose further CSAs before the subsequent 
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meeting(s). Similarly, for motions having legislative effect that have 
been placed on the agenda but are carried over to a subsequent Council 
meeting, the President will not consider fresh notice to propose further 
amendments to such motions before the subsequent meeting. According 
to the Clerk to LegCo, this long established practice is to ensure certainty 
for the scheduling of Council business, fairness to all Members and the 
need for a holistic picture of all the proposed amendments ruled 
admissible before the Council proceeds to vote on the proposed 
amendments. 

Future application and operation of FCP 21 pursuant to review 

14. Having regard to the established practice of the Council for 
handling CSAs and amendments to motions having legislative effect and 
the relevant operational experience of FC, the Chairman considers that as 
FC is a committee of the Council, FCP 21 should be interpreted in the 
context of the above Council's practice. Accordingly, the Chairman has 
decided that the following a討angement will be adopted for subsidiary 
Cap. 2 motions proposed by members: 

(a) for financial proposals in respect of which FC may specify 
"terms and conditions" or "conditions, exceptions or 
limitations" pursuant to relevant legislation, while FCP 21 
provides that notice of the agenda items should reach the Clerk 
at least six clear days before the meeting concern叫， the 
Administration will be requested to give the longest possible 
notice. This is to ensure that members have sufficient time to 
peruse the financial proposals, and if they so wish propose 
subsidiary Cap. 2 motions; 

(b) the Chairman would also request the Administration to stagger 
the items on the type of financial proposals mentioned in (a) 
above for deliberation by FC to avoid the inclusion of too 
many such items in the agenda of FC meetings on a particular 
day. The purpose of this a控angement is to allow members to 
have sufficient time to peruse the financial proposals, and if 
they so wish propose subsidiary Cap. 2 motions; and 

(c) while the Chairman may consider allowing a shorter notice of 
not less than two clear days for members to propose subsidiary 
Cap. 2 motions under FCP 21 when the financial proposal 
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concemed is included in the agenda for the first time, he will 
not consider fresh notice of such motions if the relevant agenda 
item is carried over to other meeting day(s). This a叮angement
is in line with the established practice of the Council as 
mentioned in paragraph 13 above and is to ensure certainty for 
the scheduling of FC businesses, faimess to all FC members 
and the need for a holistic picture of all the subsidiary Cap. 2 
motions ruled admissible before FC proceeds to vote on such 
motlOns. 

15. The Chairman considers that in deciding on the above arrangement, 
he has struck a proper balance between the right of the Administration to 
give notice for relevant financial proposals, the right of members to 
propose FCP 21 motions for FC's decision on matters under Cap. 2 and 
the right of other members to have sufficient time to peruse the financial 
proposals in conjunction with any relevant motions proposed by members 
un吐er FCP 21. 

Council Business Division 1 
Legislative Council Secretariat 
5 May 2017 



Appendix 1 

For discussioo FCR(2007 -08)33 
002 November 2007 

ITEM FOR FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Review of the Procedures 
of the Finance Committee and its subcommittees 

Purpose 

This paper outlines the outcome of a review conducted by the 
Legisl前ive Council Secretar詰t (LegCo Secretariat) on the Procedures of the 
Finance Committee and its two subcommittees, namely the Establishment 
Subcommittee (ESC) and the Public Works Subcommittee (PWSC). 
Members are invited to approve the proposed amendments to the Procedures of 
FC, ESC and PWSC which are based on the recommendations made as a result 
of the review. 

Background 

2. The Procedures of PWSC, ESC and FC (the Procedures) were 
endorsed by FC at its meetings on 11 March, 13 May and 8 July 1994 
respectively in connection with the taking-over of the clerkship duties 企om the 
Govemment by the LegCo Secretariat which was established in April 1994. 
The Procedures were drafted by the LegCo Secretariat based on the 
Govemment's User's Guide to the workings of FC for use by Branch 
Secretaries, Heads of Departments and officers in the Finance Branch. The 
Administration was consulted throughout the drafting process. One of the 
m司or changes in the new Procedures was the inclusion of a叮angements for 
electing non-official Members of the Legislative Council to be the chainnen 
and 也puty chair祖en of FC and its two subcommittees. 

3. Since 1994, changes we位re made to the Procedu叫1況r它羽e仿s from t註ime tωo time 
tωo fì臼on油n暐叫ali泣ze pract註ices adopted ove位r t位ime 0位r tωo bring i站n lmp抖1

existing p伊r。海a郎ct世ice and procedures. These included election arrangements for the 
FC Chairman and Deputy Chairman, duration of division bell, duration of FC 
meetings, invitation of public officers to respond to questions on ESCIPWSC 
items at FC meetings, etc. 

4. Towards the end of the 2006-2007 session, a number of financial 



proposals involving controversial issues were considered and had led to 
extensive discussions with the Administration during meetings on matters 
which caused wide public concern. As a result, some procedural issues over 
the conduct ofmeetings were raised, e.g. the chairman's discretion to decide on 
speaking time, duration ofESC/PWSC meetings, motions to adjourn discussion 
of agenda items, motions to express a view, etc. A review of the Procedures in 
the light of the latest developments has recently been conducted by the Clerks 
and the Legal Adviser to FC, ESC and PWSC. The outcome of the review is 
set out below. 

Review of the Procedures and recommendations 

Subcommittees' authoritv to determine oractice and orocedure for dealin立 with

motions moved without notice 

5. At ESC's meeting held on 13 June 2007, the chairman of ESC made 
reference to the procedures adopted by other LegCo committees in dealing with 
motions moved without notice at meetings upon a member's indication that he . 
intended to move a motion without notice in the course of ESC's consideration 
of an agenda item. The motion was to express a celiain request to be made of 
the Administration. It was not intended to have any substantive effect on the 
recommendation in the ESC agenda item. The chairman considered that the 
proposed motion was relevant to the agenda item and asked members to 
indicate whether it should be proceeded with at the meeting. Following an 
indication of support by a m只jority of members present for the motion to be 
dealt with immediately, the chairman allowed the motion to be moved. 
Thereupon the motion was proposed, debated and put to a vote at the meeting. 
The motion was passed and was incorporated as part of ESC's 
recommendations to the FC. The issue for consideration is whether it is in order 
for ESC to determine its own practice and procedure for dealing with a motion 
sought to be moved without notice at a meeting during ESC可 consideration of 
a submission from the Administration. 

6. Paragraph 25 ofthe ESC Procedure provides: “Subject to the Rules of 
Procedure of the Legislative Council and the procedure endorsed by the FC, the 
ESC determines its own practice and procedure [Rule 71(13)].". Rule 71 (1 3) 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council (RoP) is included in 
Paragraph 25 to indicate that it is that subrule on which the paragraph is based. 
That subrule provides: “Subject to these Rules of Procedure, the practice and 
procedure of the committee (i.e. FC) and its subcommittees (i.e. ESC and 
PWSC) shall be determined by the committee". 

7. It is clear that RoP contemplate that FC and its subcommittees will 
have to decide how to deal with matters not provided for in RoP in the course 
of transacting business. In the Legal Adviser's view, there is nothing in RoP 
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to suggest that it was the intention of the Legislative Council to impose a 
procedural restriction on subcommittees to the extent that the only procedures 
available to them for transacting business are those that had been 
pre-detennined for them by their parent committees. Had there been such 
intention, it would give rise to the absurd situation that proceedings in a 
subcommittee would have to be brought to a grinding halt if the pre-dete口nined
procedures do not contain provisions to deal with a matter before it. That 
cannot be the intention underlying Rule 71(13). In other words, Rule 71 (1 3) 
does not have the effect of giving the power to detennine practice and 
p1'ocedure ofESC and PWSC exclusively to FC. 

8. Parag1'aph 25 of the ESC Procedure makes it clea1' that ESC has the 
autho1'ity to determine its own p1'actice and procedure as a power which is 
1'easonably incidental to the pe位1'foαrm
limi泣ta前ti切on t由ha剖t such power can only be exercised where the pract吐ice and 
p戶1'0∞ce“dl肘lre so de倪t紀ennτ立油nI泊ne吋d by ESC have not a拉l1'e仿ad句yb加ee叩n pro仰Vl泊de吋d in RoP 0叮r 
detennined by FC. 

9. In relation to the procedu1'e adopted by ESC at its meeting on 13 June 
2007, ESC was faced with a p1'ocedural situation for which no provision was 
made in RoP 0 1' the ESC Procedu1'e has made provision fo1'. There is nothing 
to suggest that the procedu1'e it dete1'mined at the meeting was not in o1'der. 

10. On 6 July 2007, FC similarly adopted the same procedu1'e in dealing 
with two motions moved without notice in 1'espect of two agenda items fo1' its 
consideration. As it appe訂s that there may be more moving of motions 
without notice in future, it is p1'oposed that a procedu1'e be included in the FC, 
ESC and PWSC P1'ocedures to ensu1'e procedu1'al consistency. The proposed 
amendment to put in place the p1'ocedure is in Appendix 1. 

Procedure for dealing with motions moved fo1' decidinεon matte1's unde1' the 
Public Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2) 

11. The p1'ocedu1'e for dealing with motions in the current P1'ocedu1'es, e.g. 
Paragraph 37 ofthe FC P1'ocedure, aims to deal with motions that are moved by 
a membe1' and a1'e 可ualified as an agenda item for discussion at a meeting. 
These motions a1'e substantive motions on matters that are within the powe1's of 
FC to decide. They include motions amending procedu1'es, and motions 
imposing conditions, exceptions 0 1' limitations on the Financial Sec1'etarγs 
power delegated to him unde1' section 8(3) of Cap. 2 0 1' unde1' the Capital Works 
Rese1've Fund Resolution (Cap. 2 sub. leg. A) 0 1' the Capital Investment Fund 
Resolution (Cap. 2 sub. leg. B). Fo1' those motions which are dependent on 
othe1' agenda items of the same meeting, e.g. a motion to impose conditions in 
respect of a Capital Works Reserve Fund (CWRF) item on the agenda of an FC 
meeti時， it is not likely that a notice of six clear days D凹~ the motion can be 
given, as the notice requirement fo1'紅 CWRF item is only six clear days. The 
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current Procedure has provided that shorter notice may be given if the 
Chairman so directs. In order that members and the Administration have 
adequate time before the meeting to consider proposed conditions, exceptions 
or limitations specified in a motion, it is proposed that the shorter notice for 
these circumstances be set at not less than two clear days. The proposed 
amendment is in Appendix 11. 

Record of oroceed恆的

12. The records ofthe proceedings ofFC, ESC and PWSC are kept in the 
fOIτn of minutes. However, where considered necessa旬， the 
Committee/Subcommittees may consider keeping a verbatim record of the 
whole 0 1' any part of a meeting. It is proposed that Paragraph 7 of the FC 
P1'ocedure be amended as in Appendix 111. If conside1'ed app1'opriate, similar 
amendments may also be made to the ESC and PWSC Procedures. 

Notice to require attendance of oublic officers at FC meetings 

13. Un吐er the cunent practice, all items endorsed by ESCIPWSC a1'e 
usually included unde1' one composite pape1' and submitted to FC for approval. 
Members are entitled to speak on and request separate voting on any of the 
items in the paper. If members consider it necessary fo1' Govemment officials 
in cha1'ge of a specific item to attend a FC meeting to answer questions on 泣，
they a1'e 1'equested to inform the Cle1'k to FC one day before the date of the 
1'elevant FC meeting so that a討angements can be made. To formali乞e this 
practice, it is recommended that Paragraph 17 of the FC Procedu1'e be amended 
as proposed in Appendix IV. 

Motion to adioum discussion on an item 0 1' further oroceedin郎

14. Paragraph 39 of FC Procedure provides for a membe1' to move 
without notice that discussion on an item 0 1' further proceedings be a句oumed.

The same procedure has also been provided in the ESC and PWSC Procedures. 
This procedure is adapted from Rule 40 of RoP, but the procedure for moving, 
debating and voting on the motion has not been set out in Paragraph 39. It is 
proposed that for clarity and consistency, Paragraph 39 of FC Procedure, as 
well as relevant pa1'ag1'aphs in the ESC and PWSC Procedur郎， be amended as 
in Appendix V. 

Extension of meetinεtime 

15. At present, agenda items not dealt with at a meeting of FC, ESC and 
PWSC are carried over to the next meeting 0 1', if the ChaÎlman so decides, to a 
special meeting. For ESC and PWSC, the present practice of providing a 
two-hour meeting slot for their meetings is to keep it in line with a decision of 
FC on 24 March 2006 to limit its meetings to two hours for each meeting. As 
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the1'e is a g1'owing need to extend the meeting time ofESCIPWSC so that items 
on the agenda can be concluded and its 1'ecommendations can be put forwa1'd to 
FC as scheduled, it is proposed that flexibility be p1'ovided in the ESC and 
PWSC P1'ocedu1'es to allow the Subcommittees to extend thei1' meeting time 
when necessary. As the meetings of ESC and PWSC a1'e usually held on 
Wednesdays befo1'e a Council meeting, one of the p1'econditions to be satisfied 
should be that such extended meeting time should not clash with the meeting 
time" of the Council. Anothe1' p1'econdition should be that the meeting venue is 
available. It is p1'oposed that a meeting may be extended by not mo1'e than 15 
minutes by an announcement made by the Chai1'man befo1'e the appointed 
ending time, unless the Subcommittee decides othe1'wise. The Subcommittee 
may furthe1' extend a meeting fo1' a specified period of time su吋ect to no 
dissenting voice. No new motion should be p1'oposed during the pe1'iod of 
extension decided by the Subcommittee unless the motion is in 1'elation to an 
item on the agenda which is 1'aised fo1' discussion during the extension pe1'iod. 
The p1'oposed amendments to the P1'ocedu1'es a1'e in Appendix VI. 

Advice Sought 

16. Membe1's a1'e invited to conside1' the 1'ecommendations set out in 
pa1'ag1'aphs 5 to 15 above and to endo1'se the p1'oposed amendments to the 
Procedu1'es as set out in Appendices 1 to VI. 

Council Business Division 1 
Legislative Council Sec1'eta1'iat 
26 Octobe1' 2007 
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Appendix II to FCR(2007-08)33 

Proposed arnendrnents in relation to procedure for dealing with rnotions 
rnoved for deciding on rnatters under 

the Public Finance Ordinance (Cap. 2) 

Finance Cornrnittee Procedure 

Agenda Itern 

21. The Financial Secreta哼， the Secretary for Financial Services and the 
Treasu句， the Permanent Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury 
(Treasurγ) or a Deputy Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury 
(Treasurγ)， each being a public officer designated by the Govemment of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region under Article 62(6) of the Basic 
Law, or any member may give notice to the Cle1'k of the items of business to be 
included in the agenda of the Finance Committee [Rule 9(2)]. The notice of 
agenda items should reach the Cle1'k at least six clea1' days befo1'e the meeting 
concemed, but sho1'ter notice may be given if the Chairman so di1'ects, provided 
that it shall not be shorter than two clear days for motions moved by members 
fo1' deciding on matters under the Public Finance O1'dinance (Cap. 2). The 
proposed motions should be presented in written form. 



Appendix 11 

Extract from the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting 
on 2 November 2007 

********************* 

Item No. 3 - FCR(2007-08)33 

Discussion paper on the review of the procedures of the Finance 
Committee and its subcommittees 

26. The Chairman said that members were invited to endorse 
amendments to the Procedures of the Finance Committee and its two 
subcommittees, namely the Establishment Subcommittee an位 the Public Works 
Subcommittee, as set out in the discussion paper. 

27. In response to Ms Emily LAU's question on the procedure for 
dealing with motions moved for deciding on maters under the Public Finance 
Ordinance (Cap 2), the C控rk expl剖ned that paragraph 37 of the FC Procedure 
dealt with motions that were moved by a member an位 were qualified as an 
agenda item for discussion at a meeting. These motions were substantive 
motions on matters that were within the powers of FC to decide. They 
included motions amending procedures, and motions imposing conditions, 
exceptions or limitations on the Financial Secretary's power delegated to him. 
For those motions which were dependent on other agenda items of the same 
meeting, e.g. a motion to impose conditions in respect of a Capital Works 
Reserve Fund (C"吱的 item on the agenda of a FC meeting, it was not likely 
that a notice of six clear days for the motion could be given，的 the notice 
requirement for a C"改F item was only six clear days. The current Procedure 
had provided that shorter notice 血ight be given if the Chairman so directed. In 
order that members and the Administration had adequate time before the 
meeting to consider the proposed conditions, exceptions or limitations specified 
in a motion, it was proposed that the shorter notice for these circumstances be 
set at not less than two clear days. The Legal Adviser said that the motions 
moved under the Ordinance (Cap. 2) would have legal effect once they were 
passeι 

28. The Chairma!1 put the item to vote. The Committee approved the 
proposal. 

合*密密*****************


