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Supplementary Information 
 
PURPOSE 
 
 At the Legislative Council Public Works Subcommittee meeting on 
11 January 2017 when the captioned project was considered 
(PWSC(2016-17)38 refers), Members requested the following supplementary 
information - 
 

(a) the technical reports regarding the traffic impact assessment and 
baseline impact assessment of air quality conducted for the 
proposed public housing developments at Tai Po Area 9 and Chung 
Nga Road; and 

 
(b) supplementary information on the provision of a wet market in the 

proposed public housing developments at Tai Po Area 9 and Chung 
Nga Road. 

 
 

GOVERNMENT RESPONSES 
 
2. The required information is set out below - 
 

(a) generally, the Transport Department will request developers or the 
related government departments to submit relevant traffic impact 
assessment for developments where necessary.  Besides the 
additional traffic arising from the related developments, the traffic 
impact assessment will take into account the traffic flow arising 
from other planned developments in the vicinity and the traffic 
growth in the area in order to make a comprehensive assessment for 
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the affected area and propose recommendations for traffic 
improvement. 

 
 Regarding this project, the Civil Engineering and Development 

Department employed a consultant to carry out an assessment on the 
traffic impact arising from the proposed public housing 
developments at Tai Po Area 9 and Chung Nga Road in the vicinity 
(near Chung Nga Road and Chuen On Road).  The traffic impact 
assessment indicated that the maximum volume to capacity ratio of 
Chung Nga Road and Chuen On Road would only be 0.58 during 
peak hours after population intake of the proposed developments. 

 
 According to the traffic impact assessment report on roads in the 

vicinity of the proposed public housing developments at Tai Po 
Area 9 and Chung Nga Road, the hourly traffic flow after 
population intake during morning peak hours from the junction of 
Chung Nga Road / Ting Kok Road / Nam Wan Road to Nam Wan 
Road, leading to Tai Po town centre is approximately 1 000 
vehicles.  This is less than half of the design capacity of the road 
section of Nam Wan Road between Ting Kok Road and On Po 
Road.  Since the traffic will be further distributed to different roads 
after entering Nam Wan Road, the traffic impact on Tai Po town 
centre is considered to be minimal. 

 
 Three recommendations relating to traffic were made in the traffic 

impact assessment for the proposed public housing developments at 
Tai Po Area 9 and Chung Nga Road.  They were - 

(i) construction of a new carriageway connecting Tai Po Area 9 
site and Chuen On Road; 

(ii) improvement works at the two junctions of Chung Nga Road 
and Chuen On Road (South and North); and 

(iii) proposed improvement works at the junction of Chuen On 
Road and the carriageway connecting with Tai Po Area 9. 

 The above recommendations relating to traffic have already been 
included as part of the project which is now being upgraded to 
Category A. 
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 According to the recommendations in the traffic impact assessment 
for the proposed public housing developments at Tai Po Area 9 and 
Chung Nga Road, with the proposed improvement works at the two 
junctions of Chung Nga Road and Chuen On Road (North and 
South) and at the road junction of Chuen On Road and the 
carriageway connecting with Tai Po Area 9, it would be sufficient to 
cope with the additional traffic flow. No adverse impact would be 
caused to the traffic in the vicinity. 

 
 The capacities of the related junctions are set out below - 
 

Junctions Proposed Improvement 
Works 

Junction Capacity1 
Before 

improvement 
After 

improvement 
AM PM AM PM 

Chuen On Road  
and the new 
carriageway 
connecting with Tai 
Po Area 9 

Widening of the junction 
between Chuen On Road 
and the new carriageway 
connecting with Tai Po 
Area 9 site (near Tai Po 
Hospital). 

1.31 0.71 0.64 0.45 

Chung Nga Road  
and Chuen On 
Road (South) 

Widening of Chung Nga 
Road southbound for the 
provision of an additional 
lane at Chung Nga Road 
southbound. 

-16% 5% 16% 35% 

Chung Nga Road  
and Chuen On 
Road (North) 

Widening of the existing 
junction between Chung 
Nga Road and Chuen On 
Road, signalising of the 
junction and rearranging 
of pedestrian crossings. 

0.91 0.61 16% >50% 

 
 Generally, the Environmental Protection Department (EPD), having 

reviewed the situation in the vicinity of a development project, will 

                                                 
1 The reserve capacity of signal-controlled junctions is indicated by percentage, a positive figure 

indicates that the junction could accommodate more traffic.  As regards priority junctions 
(controlled by “Stop” or “Give Way” traffic signs and/or the associated road markings), the degree 
of saturation of traffic is indicated by design flow/capacity ratio and represented by decimal, a 
ratio above 1 indicates the presence of traffic queues. 
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request developers or the related government departments to submit 
relevant assessments where necessary. 

 
 In 2009, the Hong Kong Housing Authority (HA) conducted a 

preliminary qualitative review (without computer modelling) for 
impact of the chimney emissions on the location of the proposed 
public housing development at Tai Po Area 9 (the development at 
Chung Nga Road had yet proposed at the time).  The review 
pointed out that the proposed public housing development at Tai Po 
Area 9 was located within the buffer zone of chimneys at Tai Po 
Hospital.  Therefore, the chimney emissions at Tai Po Hospital 
might restrict the proposed housing development. 

 
 In view of the above preliminary review result, HA conducted a 

more detailed quantitative assessment (through computer modelling) 
on air quality for the proposed housing developments at Tai Po Area 
9 and Chung Nga Road in 2013.  The assessment results indicated 
that all relevant parameters in the Air Quality Objectives were met, 
and there would be no adverse impact on the proposed housing 
developments at Tai Po Area 9 and Chung Nga Road due to the 
chimney emissions at Tai Po Hospital. 

 
 The related technical reports (English version only) are at the 

Annex; and 
 
(b) when planning shopping facilities for new housing estates, HA will, 

based on the circumstances in individual developments, consider a 
number of factors such as the scale of the proposed housing 
developments, population in the area, demographic mix, community 
needs and availability of shopping facilities nearby (including the 
number of wet markets and fresh food retail outlets) before 
determining the provision of suitable shopping facilities for the new 
estates.  Consideration will also be given to the operational and 
financial viability and suitability of concerned facilities. 

 
 As mentioned by the Government representatives at the meeting of 

the Legislative Council Public Works Subcommittee on 
11 January 2017, there were altogether eight wet markets in Tai Po 
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District with over-supply of varied degrees in individual markets.  
From the operational and financial return perspectives, it was 
believed that the prospect of setting up another traditional wet 
market at Tai Po Area 9 was not optimistic and also such provision 
might not exactly meet the shopping needs of residents. 

 
 There are still a few years before the scheduled completion of the 

public rental housing developments at Tai Po Area 9 in 2023.  HA 
will make adjustment to the provision of shopping facilities at Tai 
Po Area 9, taking into account the above factors and the views of 
various parties.  The adjustment will include providing fresh food 
retail outlets in the form of street shops with an area approximately 
equivalent to 30 to 40 traditional wet market stalls in order to better 
meet the shopping needs of the future residents at Tai Po Area 9 and 
at the same time enhance the operational and financial viability of 
these facilities.  To this end, we will allow for flexibility in the 
design and construction of the project. 

 
 
 
 
 
Transport and Housing Bureau 
January 2017 
 



附錄 

Appendix
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