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Key concern for the establishment of the central database for children 
• A coherent and regular updated database coordinated by a centralised system is crucial for effective 

follow-up actions. 
• A multidimensional measure of child well-being should be adopted (including material well-being, 

health and safety, educational well-being, family and peer relationships, behaviours and risks and 
subjective well-being (see UNICEF Innocenti Report Card 7) 

• The complex social reality of poverty should be illuminated by using a combined low income and 
deprivation poverty1. 

• An internationally comparable databank should be established to compare how children in Hong 
Kong fare against children from other advanced economies/cities. Empirical evidence show data 
gaps for a comparative study of the child well-being in the Pacific Rim2, and East and Southeast Asia3. 

• Children’s views on their lives and well-being should be incorporated4 (see also The Good Childhood 
Report 2017, the Children's Society; Children’s Worlds; The Australian Child Wellbeing Project). 

• Child well-being measure requires age-specific indicators, including early childhood (e.g. Child 
Trends), middle childhood (e.g. Children’s Worlds; The Australian Child Wellbeing Project) and 
adolescence (e.g. Health Behaviour in School-Aged Children). 
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