
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       THB(T)CR 1/60/951/08 
 

          

3 February 2017 

 

Mr Anthony CHU 
Clerk to the Public Accounts Committee 
Legislative Council Complex 
1 Legislative Council Road 
Central 
Hong Kong 
 
 
Dear Mr CHU, 
 
 

Follow-up to Part 4 of the 
Public Accounts Committee Report No. 65, Para. 23-25 

New Civil Aviation Department Headquarters 
  
 Further to my letter dated 22 January 2016 and the subsequent 
updates to the Government Minute issued on 25 May 2016 and to the 
Annual Progress Report to the Public Accounts Committee issued on 
1 November 2016 on the progress of the investigation undertaken by the 
Transport and Housing Bureau (THB) on the new Civil Aviation 
Department Headquarters project, I write to provide an update on the 
investigation which has been completed.  
 
 THB’s investigation was conducted in strict compliance with 
the established civil service procedures. The investigation team had 
examined internal project documents and external communication records 
at different project stages; the examination was to ensure a fair and 
comprehensive review from different perspectives, and to establish the 
facts and identify the causes of the non-compliance incidents as well as the 
officers who should be held accountable.  In the course of THB’s 
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investigation, a law enforcement agency had undertaken a criminal 
investigation into the matter.  At the request of the agency, THB had put 
its investigation work on hold until the completion of the agency’s 
investigation.  The result of THB’s investigation is set out at Annex.  
 
 With best wishes for the Year of the Rooster! 
 
 
 
 Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 ( Ms Joyce CHAN ) 
 for Secretary for Transport and Housing 
 
 
 
Encl. 
 
 
 
c.c. Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury 
 Director of Audit 
 Director-General of Civil Aviation 
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Annex 
 

New Civil Aviation Department Headquarters 
Updated Progress of Implementing Audit’s and PAC’s Recommendations 

 

Para. No. 
Audit’s/PAC’s 

Recommendations 
Progress to date 

Part 4 of the 
PAC Report 

No. 65, 
Para. 23-25 

The Committee wishes 
to be informed of 
further development on 
the investigation by the 
Transport and Housing 
Bureau (THB) on the 
implementation of the 
new Civil Aviation 
Department (CAD) 
Headquarters project. 

THB has completed the investigation.  
According to the investigation 
outcome, there is evidence indicating 
acts of misconduct by a senior 
directorate officer of CAD.  Pursuant 
to the evidence gathered from the 
investigation and in accordance with 
established civil service procedures, 
THB has taken summary disciplinary 
action against the officer concerned.  
In addition, the investigation revealed 
prima facie evidence indicating 
alleged acts of misconduct by a 
retired directorate officer of CAD.  
As this officer has already retired, the 
civil service disciplinary mechanism 
is not applicable.  However, THB 
has issued a letter to the retired officer 
concerned and also put the letter on 
the personnel file, clearly expressing 
THB’s stance on the acts of 
misconduct alleged against the officer.  
As the follow-up action to PAC’s 
recommendation has been completed, 
we recommend deleting this item 
from the next progress report. 
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	Follow-up to Public Accounts Committee Report No. 61
	Management of Roadside Skips
	I refer to Public Accounts Committee’s letter of 10 January 2017 to the Secretary for the Environment and am authorized to give the coordinated reply on his behalf in consultation with the relevant Government Bureaux and Departments.
	The Joint Working Group on Management of Roadside SkipsP0F P (the “JWG’) set up by the Government coordinates efforts of relevant Bureaux and Departments in enhancing the management of roadside skips.  The JWG considers that it is important to address...
	The JWG has also planned that once the new skips storage site at Tseung Kwan O Area 137 has been commissioned, a dedicated term contractor will be engaged to assist the enforcement departments to speed up removal of skips that are found to be posing s...
	In parallel, the JWG has been following up with the skips operators trade to promote and facilitate better management of skips operation, such as standardizing the specifications of skips, and promoting good operation practices.
	Below are the specific information requested in paragraphs 3(a) to (c) of your letter:
	(a) UThe number of “idling” skips existing on roadside
	According to the skips operators trade, there are about 3,500 skips in Hong Kong including about 1,500 skips which are placed in works sites and storage areas while the remaining skips (around 2,000), mostly idle ones, are placed on relatively less bu...
	(b) UWhich Government bureau(x)/department(s) will take up the responsibilities for regulating and facilitating skip operations
	At present, legislative control for tackling roadside skips found to cause obstruction and illegal occupation of Government land are provided for under the Summary Offences Ordinance (Cap. 228) and the Land (Miscellaneous Provisions) Ordinance (Cap. 2...
	In 2016 and 2015, 1,441 and 1,230 complaints were received respectively by HKPF.  Among these complaints, the scene officers were able to locate roadside skips in 2,171 cases; and HKPF had given advice and/or warnings under the Summary Offences Ordina...
	The JWG will review the effectiveness of the measures, including providing skips storage sites and a dedicated contractor for skips removal, twelve months after they have been introduced (i.e. around third quarter of 2018) to examine whether there is ...
	(c) UThe progress of implementing short-term safety measures proposed by the Transport Department as stated in PAC Report No. 61
	The short-term safety measures mentioned in PAC Report No. 61 related to the Transport Department (the “TD”) was about the promotion of the guidelines for Mounting and Placing of Skips (the “Guidelines”).  The TD has stepped up promotion.  Apart from ...
	Separately, arrangements have been made with 1823 so that with effect from 12 March 2014, complaints received by 1823 about skips placed at roadside referred to the LandsD for enforcement (that were classified as not causing serious obstructions) will...
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