LC Paper No. CB(4)1379/16-17(01)
(English version only)

The Administrator,

The Duty Lawyer Service,
Suites 808-9 Harcourt House,
39 Gloucester Road,
Wanchai, Hong Kong

30 May 2017

Subject: Review of the half-hourly payment arrangement

Dear Madam Grace Wong,

We express our gratitude for the implementation of the payment rate increment for
Part-Time Interpreters, in accordance with the revised rate made by the Judiciary
effective from 1 May 2017. Interpreters registered with the Judiciary are an integral
part of the Judicial System and continue to render quality-interpreting services. We
remain deeply concerned, however, about the arrangement of the prevailing rate on a
half hourly basis, subsequent to the first two hours. While we understand that it has
been the practice for years within the DLS, we would like to request you to review the
half-hourly payment arrangement for the following reasons:

s, The Judiciary recognises the escalating inflation rate, thus the changes made
from a half-hourly rate to an hourly rate after the first two hours. In the paper
submitted to the Legislative Council Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal
Services in May 2017 [LC Paper No. CB (4)1036/16-17(01)], the Judiciary states that
the adjustment to the rate has been considered on the basis of “the CPI(A)' [which]

is commonly used in the community as a reference in inflation adjustments for
charges so as to maintain the purchasing power of the currency in face of changing
prices.” Hence, we would particularly urge you to take the current inflation rate into
account.

2. All the government departments have been following the Judiciary rates in the

past, whereas the DLS is the only body that has deviated from the standard practice. If

L CPI(A) is one of the four series of Consumer Price Indices which reflect the impact of consumer price changes
on households in different expenditure ranges. It is compiled based on the expenditure patterns of households,
which covers some 50% of households in Hong Kong.



the DLS follows the rate competitively on a par with the Judiciary and the rest of the
departments, interpreters will be encouraged to provide professional interpreting
services to the DLS and that will continue to remain in their priority.

3. Finally, it is worthy of note that the Judiciary and the government departments
usually assign interpreters in one particular case at a time, in exception to the times of
being assigned to Court 1 of the magistracies where interpreters may handle several
short hearings at a go. While being assigned to Court 1 of the Magistracies,
interpreters have always assisted the Court Duty Lawyer offices too, despite being
assigned by the Judiciary. In the CAT (Convention Against Torture)-DLS
specifically, interpreters have always accommodated the requests made by the Court
Liaison Officers by taking numerous calls in-between conferences, assisting in
“Declaration” of newly-referred cases from the Removal Assessment Section of the
Immigration Department, providing remote interpreting services over the telephone to
make bookings free of cost, accompanying claimants from the MTR stations to the
lawyers’ offices, as well as assisting in the assigned case for the day. This practice,
which is applicable only to the CAT-DLS demonstrates that the interpreters have been
giving professional services, whilst deviating from the standard practice of providing

an interpretation service solely for the assigned case.

Enclosed is a list of the signatures of the Judiciary registered and non-registered
interpreters for your perusal. We hope to receive a favourable result and continue to

provide quality services to the DLS.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Judiciary-registered and non-registered Part-Time Interpreters

Contact person: Gurung Sangi, Reg. C038

Email: gurungss@netvigator.com

CC Hong Kong Bar Association, The Law Society of Hong Kong; Part-time
Interpreters Unit, The Judiciary; Panel on Administration of Justice and Legal

Services, Legislative Council - LC Paper No. CB (4)1036/16-17(01).
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