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Session One

The Chairman invited participants of the meeting to observe a minute of
silence for the students who had committed suicide last year.

Briefing by the Administration

2. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Secretary for Education ("SED")
briefed members on the Government's follow-up progress of the
recommendations in the Final Report of the Committee on Prevention of Student
Suicides ("the Committee"), details of which were set out in the Administration's
paper [LC Paper No. CB(4)380/16-17(01)].

3. Professor Paul YIP,_Chairman of the Committee advised that there was no
panacea for solving student suicide problem. The Committee's recommendations
strived to fill the existing service gaps and address the needs of students
holistically. The Committee was pleased to note that the media had responded to
its appeal in news reporting. With the significant improvement in media
reporting, there was a rapid decline of suicide number in the past few months.

4, Noting that SED would not attend the second session of this meeting,
some members expressed discontent. SED explained that the meeting had been
changed to a two-session meeting and extended to 1:40 pm. He could not stay for
the whole meeting because of official duties. The Deputy Secretary attending this
meeting was a high-ranking officer responsible for the subject under discussion.

Oral presentation by deputationsindividuals

5. A total of 28 deputations/individuals presented their views in the first
session of the meeting. Their mgjor concerns were summarized in Appendix 1.

Initial response by the Administration

6. SED thanked the deputations for presenting their views. On the
deputations concerns about kindergarten ("KG") students being stressed by
homework loads and over-drilling, SED advised that the Education Bureau
("EDB") would follow up with the cases if the deputations concerned agreed to
provide further information. He explained that the Government had been
promoting happy learning and providing multiple articulation pathways for
secondary school leavers. Student suicide involved complex socio-psychological
issues. Causes of suicide should not be oversimplified as learning pressures
aone. EDB would carefully consider the Committee's recommendations, and
work in collaboration with relevant government bureaux/departments and
stakeholders to study how to take forward the recommendations, including
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reviewing relevant domains of the education system in order to strengthen the
support and protect the students and youth from the risk of suicide.

7. To allow more time for discussion with SED, the Chairman extended the
first session of the meeting to 11:45 am.

Discussion
Final Report of the Committee
8. Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung, Dr CHENG Chung-tai and Mr CHAN Chi-chuen

expressed regret at the Committee's findings that there was no substantial direct
link between student suicides and the education system.

9. Mr CHAN Chi-chuen noted from the submission of the Hong Kong
Professional Teachers Union that it had discussed with the Committee and the
Administration, and put forward the suggestion to increase the number of school
counselling personnel so as to improve the stability of counselling service in
schools. However, the Fina Report had not made such recommendation.
Professor Paul YIP responded that apart from collecting views from various
stakeholders, the Committee had analyzed thoroughly the recent student suicide
cases in Hong Kong in order to provide more timely information for formulating
evidence-based recommendations in the report.

Concerns about pressure on students

10. Dr Priscilla LEUNG urged the Administration to consider alleviating the
pressure on students by reducing the number of examinations, including the
Territory-wide System Assessment ("TSA") a Primary 3 and the public
examination of Liberal Studies subject. Ms Claudia MO and Mr LEUNG
Yiu-chung enquired whether TSA would be abolished to reduce students' pressure.
While Ms Tanya CHAN asked whether improvements would be made to the
education system, Dr LAU Siu-laand Mr LEUNG Yiu-chung considered it
necessary to review the education system to reduce homework load and number
of assessments so as to enable happy learning. Mr SHIU Ka-chun requested for a
clear timetable for the education reform.

11.  SED reiterated that there should not be undue pressure on students. EDB
would follow up with those individuals who complained of schools assigning a
lot of homework at the meeting. In fact, various domains of the education system
were reviewed and enhanced on aregular basis. Subsequent to the review on the
New Senior Secondary ("NSS") curriculum and assessment from 2012 to 2015,
enhancement measures had been implemented in stages. Regarding TSA, the
Administration would study the report of the Coordinating Committee on Basic
Competency Assessment and Assessment Literacy and decide on the
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arrangements of future TSA at the end of the month. SED further assured
members that the Administration would formulate practicable follow-up measures
based on the recommendations in the Committee's Final Report.

12. Dr Priscilla LEUNG advised that there were diverse views in the public
about the rights of sexual minorities and the Administration should take different
views into consideration. In response to Dr LEUNG's remarks, Mr CHAN
Chi-chuen and Dr LAU Siu-lai pointed out that sexual orientation discrimination
might lead to bullying in schools, which was another kind of pressure imposed on
some students.

Other issues

13. Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung and Dr CHENG Chung-tai expressed
dissatisfaction about the non-attendance of SED at the next session of the meeting.
Ms Claudia MO enquired whether SED would resign immediately in response to
deputations views. Dr LAU Siu-lai said that she would propose to move a
motion urging the Government to immediately replace SED Mr Eddie NG

14. The Chairman thanked the deputations for attending the meeting and
sharing their views and concerns.

(The Chairman left the meeting after the first session. The Deputy Chairman took
over the chair.)

Session Two

15. The Deputy Chairman announced that the four motions respectively
proposed by himself, Mr SHIU Ka-chun, Mr Michael TIEN and Dr LAU Siu-lai
would be deat with after oral presentation by deputations and discussion by
members (wording of the motions in Appendix Il). In this connection, he
suggested that the meeting would be extended to 2:25 pm. Members raised no
objection.

Oral presentation by deputationsindividuals

16. A total of 32 deputations/individuals presented their views in the second
session of the meeting. Their mgjor concerns were summarized in Appendix |.

Initial response by the Administration

17. In response to some deputations view that more bureaux/departments
should be invited to attend the meeting, the Deputy Chairman pointed out that
when the subject matter was discussed at the Panel meeting in November 2016,
there were representatives from the Home Affairs Bureau, the Food and Health
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Bureau and the Hospital Authority. However, only a representative from the
Social Welfare Department attended today's meeting. He advised that although it
was the normal practice for the policy bureau concerned to coordinate the
attendance of public officers for discussion on a certain subject area, the Panel
would take note of it and make better arrangements in the future.

18. The Deputy Secretary for Education (3) ("DS(Ed)3") thanked the
deputations for presenting their views. Referring to the views of deputations
calling for a comprehensive review on the education system, DS(Ed)3 advised
that EDB and relevant bureaux/departments were in the process of formulating
practicable follow-up measures based on the recommendations in the Final
Report. One of the key areas for follow-up was to review relevant domains of the
education system. Short- and medium-term recommendations to fine-tune the
NSS curriculum and assessment were implemented in stages. Vocational and
professional education and training would be promoted so as to encourage
students to develop their talents and abilities in various aspects. The Vocational
Training Council and self-financing post-secondary institutions would be
encouraged to recognize students' other learning experiences in sports, music or
social services, etc.

19. Professor Paul  YIP supplemented that the Committee had
carefully examined the 71 suicide cases in primary schools, secondary schools
and post-secondary institutions in the last three school/academic years.
The findings revealed that multiple factors interacted and contributed to students
suicidal behavior. Any attempt to link up suicide with a single factor, such as the
education system, might over-simplify the problem. He hoped that different
sectors of the community could work collaboratively to cultivate a caring culture
and environment to support students devel opment.

20. To alow sufficient time for discussion and handling the four motions,
the Deputy Chairman sought members' views on further extending the meeting to
about 2:50 pm. Members raised no objection.

Discussion
Homework policy

21. Mr Michael TIEN recalled that he had in the past moved three motions,
urging the Government to face up to the pressure on students and introduce
measures to resolve the problem, conduct a comprehensive survey on the amount
of homework in primary and secondary schools, and critically examine the
homework policies of KGs when revising the Guide to the Pre-primary
Curriculum. All motions were passed, however, the homework load had not been
reduced. He called on EDB to issue strict guidelines to ensure that students
should complete their assignments at schools and the amount of homework
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should be minimized. DS(Ed)3 advised that EDB issued guidelines to schools
in October 2015 reminding them to formulate an appropriate and transparent
school-based homework policy. Many schools had set less homework thereafter.
Regarding KG education, the Guide to the Pre-primary Curriculum which
covered homework policies was also under review.

Territory-wide System Assessment

22. Dr LAU Siu-la, Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung and Mr HUI Chi-fung asked
whether the Administration would abolish Primary 3 TSA. DS(Ed)3 advised that
as mentioned by SED earlier at the meeting, the Administration would decide the
2017 TSA arrangements at the end of the month.

23. Mr_CHAN Chi-chuen and Ms Claudia MO enquired whether
Professor Paul YIP would recommend EDB to abolish Primary 3 TSA and
whether it was the Committee's intention to avoid examining issues relating to the
education system. Professor Paul Y|P reiterated that all Committee members had
worked hard in analyzing the possible causes of student suicides, reviewing the
current sSituation and existing services and proposing targeted strategies on
student suicide prevention. It was recognized that student suicides were mostly
brought about by multiple interacting factors, including education system. On the
abolition of TSA, as the Coordinating Committee on Basic Competency
Assessment and Assessment Literacy had conducted a review on the
implementation arrangements of TSA, he was not in a position to make any
further recommendation.

Concerns about pressure on students

24. Ms Starry LEE said that the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and
Progress of Hong Kong had recently conducted a survey on more than
200 parents. Over 80% of respondents indicated that their children were under
learning pressure because of the local education system. She urged the
Administration to consider reviewing the education system and offering different
curricula for students, e.g. International Baccalaureate Diploma Programmes.
While appreciating the recommendations made by the Committee, Ms LEE
considered that the Administration should take forward the recommendations to
provide appropriate support to students and update the Panel on the follow-up
progress.

25. Mr SHIU Kachun concurred with Ms Starry LEE's request for the
Administration to update the Panel on the follow-up progress of the Committee's
recommendations. Moreover, he opined that life planning education might not be
able to tackle student suicide problem effectively. The Administration should
consider providing more resources to improve teaching and learning such as
enhancing class-to-teacher ratio.
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26. Mr HUI Chi-fung opined that learning pressure had contributed to student
suicides and the Committee should not play down the significance of this. Both
the students and parents were stressful under the examination-oriented education
system. Heavy homework and assessments imposed pressure on students and put
stains on relationships at home.

27.  Mr Charles MOK thanked Professor Paul YIP and the Committee for their
hard work. He considered that the Administration should have a timetable and
roadmap for an education reform in order to make the learning process more
enjoyable. In addition, as e-learning was becoming popular, he said that families
with financial difficulties were stressful because they could not afford to buy
computers for their children and pay for the Internet services.

28. Mr LEUNG Kwok-hung stressed that education should be able to cater for
diverse needs of students. Given limited publicly-funded university places,
students had no choice but to concentrate on examinations to meet university
entrance requirements. More resources should be allocated to provide more
choices for students.

29. Mr Michael TIEN noted that among the 38 suicide cases in primary and
secondary schools recorded in the past three school years, as many as 33 cases
involved issues in relationships, and 31 cases involved issues in adjustment. He
considered that additional resources should be deployed to enhance students
abilities in coping with relationships and adjusting to changes. Mr TIEN said that
he would move a mation in this respect.

30. Dr LAU Siu-la criticized the Administration for not addressing the
problems of the education system which had existed for years. The Final Report
recommended to provide gatekeeper training for teachers to enhance early
identification and intervention for students at risk. However, teachers were so
fully engaged with teaching and administrative work that they did not have time
to perform the gatekeeping role. In addition, as Professor Paul YIP had advised
that the causes of student suicides involved multiple factors and education system
was one of these factors, Dr LAU Siu-lai suggested that instead of concluding
that there was no substantial direct link between student suicides and education
system, it would be more desirable to state in the Final Report that education was
one of the causes of student suicides.

31. In response to Dr CHENG Chung-tai's enquiry about whether the
Administration had provided resources, such as funding and manpower, to
facilitate the work of the Committee, Professor Paul YIP advised that all
members of the Committee were on voluntary basis without any remuneration.
The Committee had obtained relevant information for the analysis from various
sources, including the Police, Department of Health, EDB, and the Centre for
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Suicide Research and Prevention. The Administration had arranged meetings
with parents of students to obtain more details about the cases under analysis.

Motions

32. The Deputy Chairman referred members to the four motions respectively
moved by himself, Mr SHIU Ka-chun, Mr Michael TIEN and Dr LAU Siu-lai.

33.  Mr CHAN Chi-chuen said that the Administration should inform members
of the follow-ups taken in response to the motions passed by the Panel.

34. At the order of the Deputy Chairman, the voting bell had been rung for
five minutes to notify members of the voting. As aquorum was not present at the
expiry of the five minutes, the Deputy Chairman announced that the motions
could not be put to vote.

35. To conclude, the Deputy Chairman thanked the deputations for attending
the meeting and sharing their views and concerns.

[I.  Any other business

36. There being no other business, the meeting ended at 2:54 pm.

Council Business Division 4
Legislative Council Secretariat
4 QOctober 2017
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Panel on Education

Special meeting on Saturday, 7 January 2017 at 9:00 am

Agendaitem |: Therecommendationsin the Final Report of the
Committee on Prevention of Student Suicides

Summary of views and concer ns expressed by deputations/individuals

No.

Name of
deputation/individual

Submission/Major views and concerns

Session One

1.

Hong Kong Professional
Teachers Union

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(02)]

Ms CHEUNG Man-ching

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(03)]

Action Q

The deputation expressed concern about discrimination against
sexual minorities in schools. It urged the Administration to
strengthen sexual equality education with a view to eliminating
sexual orientation discrimination and building up a gender
friendly school environment.

MsHO Nga-la

She shared her experience that her daughter in Primary 1 had
heavy homework load. She urged the Government to disburse
additional resources to improve the education system, such as
enhancing the teacher-to-student ratio.

The Civic Party

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)404/16-17(03)]

The Young Civics

The deputation expressed discontent at the non-attendance of
the Secretary for Education ("SED") at the next session of the
meeting. It opined that the education system was one of the
main causes of student suicides and urged the Government to
enhance the class-to-teacher ratio and provide each primary
school with one social worker to help early identify students
with mental health issues.

League in Defense of
Hong Kong's Freedoms

The deputation considered that Mr Eddie NG should step down
as SED as he had contravened various provisions of the Code
for the Education Profession of Hong Kong. It urged the
Government to conduct a comprehensive review on the
education system with a view to advocating happy learning and
set up a high-level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee
to address the student suicide problem.

SFRE A an T B AEAL

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(04)]




No.

Name of
deputation/individual

Submission/M ajor views and concerns

Dr WONG Wai-kwok

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)399/16-17(02)]

10.

DeRist A=F 4N
Ik g

The deputation expressed regret at the conclusion of the
Final Report of the Committee on Prevention of Student
Suicides ("the Committee”) that education system and student
suicides were not correlated. It urged Mr Eddie NG to
step down as SED and the Government to conduct a
comprehensive review on the education system, abolish the
Territory-wide System Assessment ("TSA") and set up a high-
level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee to address the
student suicide problem.

11.

Association for Holistic
Life Education

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(05)]

12.

Demosisto

The deputation expressed regret at the conclusion of the Final
Report of the Committee that education system and student
suicides were not correlated. It expressed concern about
students being under too much learning pressure and called for
an education reform, abolition of Primary 3 TSA and reduction
of homework load. Young people should be encouraged to
make career choices in accordance with their interests, abilities
and orientations.

13.

The EduL ab

The deputation expressed regret at the conclusion of the Final
Report of the Committee that education system and student
suicides were not correlated. 1t took the view that the prevailing
examination-oriented education system was the main cause of
student suicides. It urged the Government to conduct a
comprehensive review on the education system, set up a
high-level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee to
address the student suicide problem and replace SED.

14.

Progressive Teachers
Alliance

The deputation expressed concern that the Administration was
not aware of the pressure on students and teachers under the
prevailing examination-oriented education system.
Teachers might not have time to perform the gatekeeping role if
the teacher-to-student ratio was not improved. It urged the
Government to conduct a comprehensive review on the
education system, abolish TSA, set up a high-level and cross-
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem and replace SED.

15.

Mr LAU Ki-wang

He opined that the prevailing examination-oriented education
system failed to foster students all-round development. SED
should be replaced as he did not attach importance to the views
and concerns of the public.




No.

Name of
deputation/individual

Submission/M ajor views and concerns

16.

Civic Passion

The deputation did not subscribe to the view of the Committee
that there was no substantial direct link between student
suicides and the education system. Students faced immense
pressure under the prevailing education  system.
The Administration should abolish TSA in response to the views
of deputations.

17.

Shatin Community
Network

The deputation expressed concern about the heavy workload
of students and teachers. It was of the view that the
examination-oriented system had to some extent limited the
development and pathways of students talented in non-academic
areas, such as sports and art.

18.

Miss HO Shuk-yi

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)404/16-17(04]

19.

Miss WONG Lai-hang

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(06)]

20.

Ms Doreen HO Mei-yee

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)399/16-17(03)]

21.

MissVictoriaNG Ka-yee

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)404/16-17(05)]

22.

Miss Carmel WONG
Ching-yung

She expressed concern about kindergarten students being
stressed by homework loads. She opined that the
Administration had failed to introduce measures to effectively
tackle the problem. Parents and children faced immense
pressure under the prevailing education system. She urged the
Government to conduct a comprehensive review on the
education system and replace SED.

23.

WONG Long-fun

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)399/16-17(04)]

24,

Miss TONG Chung-yee

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)399/16-17(05)]

25.

BT E)

The deputation pointed out that students were under immense
pressure arising from academic competition. It did not
subscribe to the view of the Committee that there was no
substantial direct link between student suicides and the
education system. The Government should listen to the views
of the public and SED should step down.




Submission/M ajor views and concerns

She shared her experience that she was under immense pressure
when she was alocal school student and described local schools
asa"prison". Studying in an international school currently, she
had much less homework and a lot of time for reading and

playing.

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(08)]

He expressed discontent at the non-attendance of SED at the
next session of the meeting. He took the view that the
examination-oriented education system had given rise to
students' pressure and called for a review of the system to
reduce students burden. He aso urged the Government to set
up a high-level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee to
address the student suicide problem and replace SED.

She shared the experience that her son faced immense pressure
under the prevailing education system which subsequently
affected hiswell-being. She urged the Administration to reduce
homework load and abolish TSA to alleviate students' pressure.

The deputation did not accept the findings of the Committee's
Final Report that there was no causal relationship between
student suicides and the education system. It urged
the Government to conduct a comprehensive review on the
education system, set up a high-level and cross
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem and replace SED.

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)487/16-17(01)]

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(09)]

The deputation did not subscribe to the view of the Committee
that there was no substantial direct link between student
suicides and the education system. It was concerned that the
Final Report had not mentioned the pressure of students with
special educational needs under the integrated education policy.
It urged the Government to replace SED.

No Name of
" | deputation/individual

26. | CHAN Yu-ling

27. | Mr LUK Yam-ming

28. | Mr CHAN Chi-sum

Session Two

29. | Miss LEE Sheung

30. | Hong Kong Policy
Viewers

31. | TheHong Kong Council
of Socia Service

32. | Youth Policy Advocacy
Platform

33. | Special Educational Needs
Rights Association

34. | ACDRs- Group of Youth

The deputation highlighted that senior secondary students were
under immense pressure because they had to complete the
School-based Assessments of various subjects and Independent
Enquiry Study, and attend after-school classes and tuition
classes. It urged the Government to conduct a




No.

Name of
deputation/individual

Submission/M ajor views and concerns

comprehensive review on the Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education Examination, set up a high-level and
cross-bureaux/departmental committee to address the student
suicide problem and replace SED.

35.

[ H =2 B A

The deputation expressed concern that the Government's
policies and measures, such as life planning education, failed to
meet the aspirations and needs of young people.
The Government should promote diversified economy,
enhance student financial assistance programmes and provide
more employment opportunities for young people. It urged
the Government to conduct a comprehensive review on
the education system, set up a high-level and cross-
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem and replace SED.

36.

Mr CHEUNG Chin-kiu

He expressed discontent at the non-attendance of SED and
urged SED to step down. He did not subscribe to the view of
the Committee that there was no substantial direct link between
student suicides and the education system. He expressed
concern about the difficulties faced by needy students and urged
the Government to enhance its financial support for these
students. In the long run, the Government should conduct a
comprehensive review on the education system and set up a
high-level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee to
address the student suicide problem.

37.

g E R E

The deputation expressed discontent at the non-attendance of
SED and expressed regret at the Final Report. It urged the
Government to replace SED, conduct a comprehensive review
on the education system and set up a high-level and cross-
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student
suicide problem.

38.

Alliance for Children
Development Rights

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(10)]

39.

Miss HA Ting

She expressed concern about the difficulties faced by needy
students. She wurged the Government to conduct a
comprehensive review on the education system, set up a
high-level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee to
address the student suicide problem and replace SED.

40.

Mr LI Ting-fung

He considered that the Committee had not put much emphasis
on the education system which was the main cause of student
suicides and urged the Government to conduct a comprehensive
review on the education system, set up a high-level and cross-
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem and replace SED.
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41.

KK B 5 EREA
FaRE il

The deputation expressed concern about the difficulties faced by
needy students who could not afford to attend tuition classes or
purchase computers for doing homework. It urged the
Government to conduct a comprehensive review on the
education system, set up a high-level and cross-
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem and replace SED.

42.

ACDRs—World see

The deputation expressed concern about the pressure on
secondary students brought about by over-drilling for TSA and
the examination-oriented senior secondary curriculum. It urged
the Government to establish a youth committee with young
people as members so that the views of young people could be
represented.

55 TR AR 5

The deputation was of the view that teachers and parents might
not have time to perform the gatekeeping role as recommended
by the Committee. It urged the Government to conduct a
comprehensive review on the education system, set up a high-
level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee to address the
student suicide problem and replace SED.

Miss FUNG Yu-gin

She expressed concern that needy students could not afford to
buy computers for doing homework. She urged the
Government to strengthen its support for these students,
conduct a comprehensive review on the education system, set
up a high-level and cross bureaux/departmental committee to
address the student suicide problem and replace SED.

& HEHE KKRHGE L

The deputation did not subscribe to the view of the Committee
that there was no substantial direct link between student
suicides and the education system. It considered that teachers
and parents would not have time to perform the gatekeeping
role as recommended by the Committee if no additional
resource or support was provided for them. It urged the
Government to conduct a comprehensive review on the
education system, set up a high-level and cross
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem and replace SED.

46.

Passion Babies

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(11)]

47.

= RIS 2t

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)417/16-17(01)]

Dr Tony KEE Chi-wai

Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)404/16-17(07)]




No. deputalt\:inm/ien(zlfividual Submission/Major views and concerns
49. | Mr LAM Ming-yat Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(12)]
50. | The Hong Kong The deputation expressed concern that the prevailing education
University Students system failed to cater for various needs of young people.
Union It called for an education reform and a high-level and cross-
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem. SED should also be replaced.
51. | Hong Kong Federation of | Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
Education Workers No. CB(4)392/16-17(13)]
52. | MrJason YU Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
No. CB(4)392/16-17(14)]
53. | Hong Kong Parents Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
L eague For Education No. CB(4)392/16-17(15)]
Renovation
54. | Concern Group on The deputation expressed regret at the non-attendance of SED.
Prevention of Student It considered that the Government should provide additional
Suicides (TKO Branch) | resources to facilitate teachers and parents to perform the
gatekeeping role and non-governmental organizations to
provide support to students. It urged the Government to
conduct a comprehensive review on the education system and
set up a high-level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee
to address the student suicide problem.
55. | HK Psychologists Presentation of views as detailed in the submission [LC Paper
Concern No. CB(4)392/16-17(16)]
56. | Reclaiming Social Work The deputation did not subscribe to the view of the Committee
Movement that there was no substantial direct link between student
suicides and the education system. The representative shared
his experience as a suicide attempt survivor and highlighted that
life education for young people was more important than life
planning education. The number of social workers in primary
schools, secondary schools and tertiary institutions should be
increased.
57. | Students Union of Open The deputation expressed concern about the drilling practice
University of Hong and heavy homework load in primary schools, and the financial
Kong burden of students pursuing self-financing post-secondary
education. It urged the Government to conduct a
comprehensive review on the education system, set up a
high-level and cross-bureaux/departmental committee to
address the student suicide problem and replace SED.
58. | Neo Democrats The deputation considered that the recommendations of

promoting life planning and providing training on gatekeeping
might not be able to tackle the student suicide problem. It was
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important for the Administration to listen to the views of the
public and take immediate actions to enhance the existing
support and services, such as providing each primary school
with one social worker.

59.

Hong Kong Social
Workers General
Union

The deputation expressed concern about the increasing number
of senior primary students and parents suffering from
depression and anxiety because of learning pressure.
The  Government  should provide each  primary
school with one socia worker, conduct a comprehensive
review on the education system, set up a high-level and cross-
bureaux/departmental committee to address the student suicide
problem and replace SED.

60.

Mr NG Chung-tat

He shared his experience as a suicide attempt survivor.
He considered that the Final Report had not touched the crux of
the problem. He urged the Government to conduct a
comprehensive review on the education system and SED to step
down.

Council Business Division 4
Legislative Council Secretariat

4 October 2017
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MEEEE" LERERREEERRBENER"
ENFRAVAREE
Motion moved under the agenda item
" Therecommendationsin the Final Report
of the Committee on Prevention of Sudent Suicides’
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Wording of the M otion

(Trandation)

This Panel considers that the Final Report of the Committee on
Prevention of Student Suicides ("the Report") has not dealt with
the crux of the student suicide problem. Its recommendations are
empty and cannot effectively address the student suicide
problem. In thisregard, this Panel expresses disappointment and
regret. This Panel al the more disagrees with the observation in
the Report that "there was no substantial direct link between
learning pressure arising from the education system and student
suicides’ and considers that the Report has downplayed the
situation and circumvented the significant link between the issues
arising from the education system and student suicides.
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This Pandl is of the view that students are facing enormous
learning pressure and their suicide problem must not be
neglected. This Panel urges the Government to tackle the
problem from three fronts, namely reviewing the education
system, increasing resources and improving the overdl
manpower of teachers and guidance personnel so as to provide a
caring campus for the healthy development of students and
reduce thelir risk of committing suicide.

(Moved by Hon IP Kin-yuen)
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Wording of the M otion

(Trandation)

This Panel considers that the student suicide problem not only
has a direct link with the education system, but aso involves
multifaceted issues such as family relationship, working hours,
community support. Hence, this problem should not be handled
by the Education Bureau alone. This Panel urges the HKSAR
Government to set up a higher level inter-departmental group to
address the student suicide problem.

(Moved by Hon SHIU Ka-chun)
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Wording of the M otion

(Trandation)

This Panel accepts the study and analysis in the Final Report of
the Committee on Prevention of Student Suicides and recognizes
that suicide is a complicated problem with multifactorial causes.
Among the 38 suicide cases in primary and secondary schools
recorded in the past three school years, as many as 33 cases
involved relationship problems, and 31 cases involved adjustment
issues. Such situation warrants attention. Students are the focus
of the education reform in year 2000. The basic premise is to
provide students with training of various abilities, including
handling socia relationships and adjusting to changes, and the
school is an important arena for young people to learn, live and
grow. Therefore, the education system is duty-bound to address
the relationship and adjustment problems of students. This Panel
urges the Government to review the education system
expeditiously and deploy additional resources and manpower to
enhance students abilities in coping with relationships and
adjusting to changes, with a view to meeting the objectives of the
education reform and enabling students' happy learning as well
as all-round development.

(Moved by Hon Michael TIEN Puk-sun)
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Wording of the M otion

(Trandlation)

This Panel considers that the incumbent Secretary for Education
IS incompetent at leading the Bureau to properly carry out its
work in preventing student suicides. Moreover, being an official
under the political appointment system, the Secretary must bear
his responsibilities, and be answerable and accountable to the
public. Hence, this Panel urges the HKSAR Government to
immediately replace the Secretary for Education Mr Eddie NG.

(Moved by Dr Hon LAU Siu-lai)



