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1. In my work as a parent education professional and teacher/researcher of My credentials
parent education at several local universities, | often come into contact with
groups and individuals who have an interest in or concern for children’s
well-being and development. In that context, | at times encounter people
who advocate abolishment of the BCA/TSA, apparently without sufficient
professional knowledge and/or understanding of the purpose and functions
of the BCA/TSA, or perhaps deliberately ignoring such in favour of non-
professional considerations. This paper aims to urge the Panel on Aim of paper
Education to recognize BCA/TSA as a professional matter that requires
professional deliberations and decisions instead of political ones.

2. | believe that the Panel is fully aware of the purpose and functions of the BCA/TSA purpose
BCA/TSA. and functions

21 The Education Bureau states on its official website that the Egycation Bureau

assessment “.... enables the Government to review education policies statement

and provide focused support for schools. .... promoting “assessment

for learning” .... providing schools with information that helps teachers

identify the overall strengths and weaknesses of students and

formulate plans to improve the effectiveness of learning and teaching

.... schools will follow up through various measures, such as adjusting

the teaching content, revamping the design of worksheets and
assessments, and arranging after-school remedial programmes to

cater for learner diversity.”

2.2 The Panel's recent paper CB(4)799/16-17(03) for discussion on 10
Apr 2017 also noted that Education Bureau’s Coordinating Committee
on Basic Competency Assessment & Assessment Literacy “reaffirmed
the intent and value of the establishment of TSA, recognised the data
provided by school reports helped improve and adapt learning and
teaching and the overall report facilitated the formulation of measures
to support learning, etc.”

BCA Coordinating
Committee finding

3. It is difficult to understand why decision-makers with full access to the
professional knowledge and judgement of education administrators and
practitioners would wish to abolish the BCA/TSA unless they

3.1 no longer wish Government education policies to be reviewed; and/or  Implied intention of

3.2 no longer wish to promote assessment for learning; and/or people who wish to

3.3 no longer wish schools and teachers to identify overall strengths and 2abolish BCATTSA
weaknesses of students; and/or
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3.4 no longer wish schools and teachers to formulate plans to improve the
effectiveness of learning and teaching; and/or

no longer wish to provide information to help schools improve and
adapt learning and teaching; and/or

no longer wish to facilitate the formulation of measures to support

learning;

3.5

3.6

or, they have found better way(s) to achieve the objectives mentioned in
Para 3.1 to 3.6 above without the use of the BCA/TSA.

. The BCA/TSA is not yet a perfect tool, and has issues such as problematic
test items and over-drilling. But test items can be moderated and improved;
and over-drilling is a mis-use (or abuse) rather than an intrinsic element of
the tool. Such issues should be addressed, and the tool can be improved.
It is difficult to understand why knowledgeable, informed and rational
decision-makers including the CE-elect as well as some Honourable
Councillors would opt to abolish this useful and functioning tool instead of
opting to retain and improve it. If any of the advocates already have better
systems and methods to help ensure the quality of education provided to
our children, they should make these known to practitioners, academics
and other professionals in the field, as well as to members of the general
public. It would be very irresponsible for decision-makers to abolish a
useful and functioning tool before they have found a replacement that can
achieve the same purposes and has at least one thing better than what it
replaces.

. On the other hand, it is NOT difficult to understand why some “laymen”
might advocate or support the abolishment of BCA/TSA. After all, they
have little or no understanding of the intent or value of this tool, have no
first-hand knowledge of the good work that the tool has been doing, and
might have been swayed or misled by over-claims peddled by people who,
for one non-professional reason or another, wish to stop this tool from
functioning.

. | have also met parents who sided with advocates of abolishment of the
BCA/TSA simply because they wish to get rid of “pressures” for their
children. As a veteran parent education worker, | am particularly worried
about such parents’ possible over-protection of their children, and the long-
term bad effects on those children. Many parents in Hong Kong still lack an
understanding of the damaging consequences of over-protection. Over-
protection deprives children of the opportunty to develop proper coping
strategies in the face of pressures and adversities. Parents need to help
their children learn to face healthy pressures, and at the same time make
sure that the pressures are indeed healthy. Parent should not simply get rid
of pressures for their children. Decision-makers have the responsibility to
educate these parents instead of condoning their damaging action. The
BCA/TSA issue is a good opportunity for decision-makers to contribute to
parent education --- encourage parents to help their children view and treat
the BCA/TSA in a healthy way.

When should
BCA/ TSA be
abolished?

Should and can
improve the tool,
not abolish it.

If there is already
something better,
should make

known to others.

Irresponsible to
abolish before a
better replacement
is found.

Why some
“laymen” support
abolishment of
BCA/TSA.

View about the
“pressure” created
by BCA/TSA.

Over-protection
has damaging
consequences.

Should encourage
parents to help their
children view
BCA/TSAina
healthy way.
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7.

In connection with the issue of “pressures” on children, | must point out that
reliable information available to me seems to indicate that such pressures
are not created by the BCA/TSA but by the over-drilling, and that only
some schools over-drill their students. | understand that the purpose of the
BCA/TSA is to collect data which will accurately reflect students’ actual
developmental levels of attainment and competencies and not data which
has become contaminated or biased by over-drilling. In that sense, over-
drilling can be viewed as a deliberate attempt to undermine the accuracy
and usefulness of the BCA/TSA as a reference tool to improve Hong Kong
education. In this paper, | do not wish to speculate on the many possible
intentions of those who over-drill their students or claim that over-drilling is
pervasive and inevitable. Suffice to say that decision-makers should
deliberate on how to control or minimize over-drilling rather than abolish
the BCA/TSA.

| believe it is the responsibility of decision-makers to not only base their
professional choices on professional grounds and considerations, but also
help “laymen” to understand the rationale behind those choices. In the
case of the BCA/TSA, | urge the Panel to retain and improve the tool. | also
urge the Panel to communicate its professional principles and deliberations
to the general public --- either through channels and mechanisms at the
Panel’s disposal, or with the help and collaboration of related organisations
and professionals in the field. In this connection, | have already taken an
initiative and issued an open letter to some parents. A copy of the letter is
attached. The Panel is welcome to distribute that letter to a wider
readership or allow the messages therein to be heard by a wider audience.

Dated : 27 April, 2017.

Pressure on
children caused by
over-drilling and
not by BCA/TSA.

Over-drilling is
attempt to
undermine BCA/
TSA.

Should control
over-drilling rather
than abolish BCA

Should base
decisions on
professional
grounds, and help
laymen understand

Already issued
open letter to some
parents -- attached.
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