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application of Schedules 1 and 2.  In general, the Chms specified in Schedules 
1 and 2 shall apply to Chms in their dried or processed form. 
 
 
Market surveillance mechanism for Chms 
 
3. As stated in the above-mentioned paper, the Department of Health 
(DH) has put in place a market surveillance system, under which samples of 
Chms regulated under the CMO are collected from the market for testing on a 
regular basis to monitor if the quality and safety of the Chms meet the required 
standards.  The regular testing items include: 
 

(a) pesticide residues (including 20 testing parameters of organochlorine 
pesticides and 17 testing parameters of organophosphorus pesticides);  

(b) heavy metal contents (including arsenic, cadmium, lead and mercury); 
and  

(c) morphological identification. 
 

4. The standards currently used for testing of pesticide residues and 
heavy metal contents in Chms sold in Hong Kong are formulated by the 
Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong (CMCHK) with reference to other 
relevant international standards.  As regulatory authorities around the world 
are increasingly concerned about the possible health effects of pesticide 
residues and heavy metals on human, the CMCHK has been reviewing the 
limits and scope of pesticide residues and heavy metals in Chms, as well as the 
sampling strategy of the market surveillance system from time to time to 
safeguard public health.   
 
5. The testing of pesticide residues and heavy metal contents in Chms is 
carried out by the Government Laboratory (GL) and consists of two stages.  
The first stage involves tests on the Chm samples in their raw state before 
decoction to test whether they contain the aforesaid 37 pesticides and 4 heavy 
metals and the respective residue levels/contents.  The second stage test is 
conducted to assess the quantity of pesticide residues or heavy metals in the 
decoction of the Chms concerned.  Testing for pesticide residues and heavy 
metal contents in the decoctions of Chms is considered to be a closer 
simulation of the condition during human consumption which is more 
appropriate for human risk assessment.  The procedures and scope of tests are 
recognised by both the CMCHK and the international expert group of the 
Scientific Committee set up under the Hong Kong Chinese Materia Medica 
Standards project. 
 
 
 
 






