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Hon CHAN Han-pan 

Chairman of the Panel on Transport 

Legislative Council Secretariat 

Legislative Council Complex 

1 Legislative Council Road 

Central, Hong Kong       By email: panel_t@legco.gov.hk 

 

How to ease traffic congestion at Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir 

 

Dear Chairman 

 

The limited capacity of Tai Tam Road (the reservoir dam) has been highlighted many times to Government 

in the past without much breakthrough. The Southern District residents continue to suffer from congestion 

on a daily basis, especially when wide vehicles try to pass each other. 

 

The carriageway cannot be widened as the dam is a grade I historic structure. The Transport Department is 

reluctant to control traffic using lights at both ends of the 400 metres long dam as they believe this could 

result in long and overlapping red light signals. 

 

M Co Design in partnership with BuroHappold has recently published a conceptual plan for a second link 

across the Tai Tam Tuk reservoir, called Dragon’s Link (https://www.facebook.com/dragonslinktaitam). It 

involves a bridge to the west of the existing Tai Tam Road. The architect explained how the existing road 

would cater for vehicles in one direction, and the new link for vehicles in the other direction, and also cater 

for cyclists and hikers completing the Tai Tam Tuk Heritage trail around the reservoir. He recognized that 

construction would have to be done carefully to limit impact on the drinking water, the country park and the 

historic dam. He believes that intelligent design can address many of the concerns.  

 

To engage the views from the community we conducted an online survey. The results are enclosed. 

 

The majority of the 473 respondents agreed there is a problem, and that either additional infrastructure 

and/or a smart signaling system should be implemented at Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir. 

 

We agree that this submission and the one on 17 December 2016 be made available to the media and the 

public, and be uploaded onto the Legislative Council Website. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Paul Zimmerman, CEO of Designing Hong Kong 

 

CB(4)565/16-17(01)
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Online survey 
• From 16 December 2016 to 13 January 2017, urban 

advocacy Designing Hong Kong did an online survey

• 473 responses were received



Q1. 
There is a problem at the Tai Tam Tuk Reservoir Dam where 
oncoming drivers are regularly unable to pass each other.

Agree 
85%

Disagree 
11%

No comment 

4%

473 responses were received

85% yes , there is a 
problem

Q2. 
A well-designed bridge should be constructed for vehicles, 
bicycles and hikers.

Support 
72%

Oppose
25%

No comment 

3%

473 responses were received

72% yes , add a 
bridge



Q3. 
Do you support the Dragon's Link proposed by M CO Design 
and BuroHappold?

Support 
57%

Oppose
35%

No comment 

8%

473 responses were received

57% support design

Q4. 
My reasons to support the Dragon's Link proposal are: 
(you may choose more than one)

0 50 100 150 200 250

The proposal improves the traffic flow of Tai Tam 
Road 

The proposal also provides a linkage for cyclists and 
hikers 

The scenic overlooks for pedestrians on the walking 
path are a good idea for the area 

I like the design 

Other reasons 

257 people answered this question



Q5. 
I object to the Dragon's Link proposal because of the 
following reason(s)

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

I don't want to attract more vehicular traffic to and 
from the area

A modern bridge is not compatible with the natural 
setting and historic dam

Construction could impact the quality of the stored 
drinking water

I don't like the design 

Other reasons 

163 people answered this question

Q6. 
I urge government to explore more traffic management 
solutions: (You may choose more than one answer)

0 50 100 150 200 250

The use of Tai Tam Road should be restricted to small 
vehicles only

Use permanent traffic lights even if this results in 
long waits for red light signals

Explore ‘smart city’ solutions i.e. traffic lights 
activated by scanners which recognize larger vehicles

I support the idea of a new bridge but would like to 
see more design alternatives studied

Other design and traffic management solutions 

410 people answered this question



Q7. 
Where do you live? 

Kowloon 
9%

Central and Western 
District 

19%

Wan Chai District 
7%

Eastern District 
10%

Southern District 

39%

New Territories 
16%

Stanley
29%

Shek O
3%

Tai Tam/ Repulse Bay 
/
35%

Rest of Southern District

33%

432 people answered this question

Questions to the government

• How is the existing weight restriction during 8-
10am and 5-7pm enforced? 

• Any prosecution in the past year?



Questions to the government

• Can smart technology be used? Traffic 
signals only activated as needed?

• What are the specific views from 
TD/HyD/AFCD/WSD/HKPF on an additional 
bridge/link?




