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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BRIEF 

Shipping and Port Control Regulations (Cap. 313A)  

and  

Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (General) Regulation (Cap. 548F) 

 

Legislative Amendments for Imposing Conditions on Vessels Navigating 

in the Vicinity of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

  

 With the completion of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macao Bridge (“HZMB”), 

we need to take measures to regulate the nearby marine traffic by amending the 

Shipping and Port Control Regulations (Cap. 313A) (“SAPCR”) and the Merchant 

Shipping (Local Vessels) (General) Regulation (Cap. 548F)
1
. 

 

2. At the meeting of the Executive Council on 9 May 2017, the Council 

ADVISED and the Chief Executive ORDERED that, under section 80 of the 

Shipping and Port Control Ordinance (Cap. 313), the Shipping and Port Control 

(Amendment) Regulation 2017, at Annex A, should be made to impose restrictions 

on the height, length and navigational direction of vessels passing through the 

navigation channels of the two link roads of HZMB. 

 

 

                                           
1
  SAPCR applies to all vessels (except local vessels) in Hong Kong or Hong Kong waters.  The Merchant 

Shipping (Local Vessels) (General) Regulation applies to local vessels. 
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3. To extend the aforementioned restrictions to local vessels, the Secretary 

for Transport and Housing has made the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) 

(General) (Amendment) Regulation 2017, at Annex B, under section 89 of the 

Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance (Cap. 548). 

 

4. The Director of Marine has made the Shipping and Port Control 

Regulations (Amendment of Fifth Schedule) Notice 2017, at Annex C, under 

section 72(1) of the SAPCR, to reflect the updated boundaries of the Hong Kong 

International Airport Approach Areas (“HKIAAAs”) within which vessels 

exceeding the stipulated height restrictions are not allowed.  

 

 

JUSTIFICATIONS 

 

5. HZMB links Hong Kong, Zhuhai and Macao.  It consists of a Main 

Bridge in Mainland waters together with boundary crossing facilities and link 

roads in the three places.  There are two link roads in Hong Kong waters, i.e. the 

Hong Kong Link Road (“HKLR”) connecting the Hong Kong Boundary Crossing 

Facilities (“HKBCF”) to the Main Bridge, and the Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok 

Link (“TM-CLKL”) linking HKBCF with Northwest New Territories and North 

Lantau.  A map showing the two link roads of HZMB is at Annex D. 

 

6. Underneath these two link roads, there are a number of navigation 

channels for vessels to pass through.  To ensure navigation safety, restrictions on 

the dimensions of vessels sailing through are necessary.  

 

7. In addition, eight HKIAAAs have been set up to regulate the vessels 

navigating in the vicinity of the Hong Kong International Airport (“HKIA”).  

Restrictions on the height of vessels in areas that can pass through range from 

15 metres to 30 metres.  Due to the construction of the HZMB, part of the waters 
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near the HKIA has been reclaimed for constructing the HKLR and the HKBCF.  

The coordinates thus need to be amended to reflect the updated boundaries of the 

HKIAAAs.   

 

 

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS 

 

8. For TM-CLKL, three groups of restricted areas will be established along 

its Southern Connection.  The proposed height limits of the three groups are 21, 

12 and 6 metres respectively.  Details of the proposed restricted areas are shown 

at Annex E.  

 

9. For HKLR, four groups of restricted areas will be established.  Having 

regard to marine traffic and the height of the viaduct, the proposed height limits for 

the four groups are 41, 12, 10 and 5 metres respectively.  Details of the proposed 

restricted areas of HKLR are shown at Annex F (portion in Western waters) and 

Annex G (portion adjacent to the Airport) respectively.  

 

10. Within the restricted area with height restriction of 41 metres along HKLR 

(i.e. the navigation channels underneath the three highest arches), three special 

areas will be set up to segregate the vessels travelling in opposite directions.  

Special Area No. 1 will be designated for southbound traffic while Special Area 

No. 2 for northbound traffic.  Special Area No. 3 will be set up between these two 

areas to separate the two one-way channels.  Only small vessels not exceeding 

10 metres in length can sail through Special Area No. 3.  This arrangement is 

modelled on the one-way traffic measure adopted for Kap Shui Mun Bridge. 
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THE REGULATIONS 

 

Shipping and Port Control (Amendment) Regulation 2017 

 

11. The Regulation will amend the SAPCR to impose restrictions on the height, 

length and navigational direction of vessels passing through the navigation 

channels of the two link roads. 

 

Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) (General) (Amendment) Regulation 2017 

 

12. The Regulation will amend the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) 

(General) Regulation (Cap. 548F) to impose restrictions on the height, length and 

navigational direction of local vessels passing through the navigation channels of 

the two link roads. 

 

Shipping and Port Control Regulations (Amendment of Fifth Schedule) Notice 

2017 

 

13. The Notice will amend the SAPCR to effect changes on the coordinates of 

the boundaries of HKIAAAs Nos. 2, 3, 5 and 7. 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE TIMETABLE 

 

14. The regulations and notice will be published in the Gazette on 

19 May 2017 and introduced into the Legislative Council on 24 May 2017.  
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IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSAL 

 

15. The proposals are necessary to ensure navigational safety and regulate 

marine traffic. The establishment of the proposed restricted areas and special 

areas along the HKLR and the Southern Connection of TM-CLKL with detailed 

and clear restrictions on vessels sailing through will enhance marine traffic order 

and prevent collision of tall vessels with the bridge while passing through. 

 

16. The proposals have no financial, civil service, economic, productivity, 

competition, environmental, sustainability, gender or family implications.  They 

are in conformity with the Basic Law, including the provisions concerning human 

rights.  They will not affect the current binding effect of the Shipping and Port 

Control Ordinance, the Merchant Shipping (Local Vessels) Ordinance and their 

subsidiary legislation.  

 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION  

 

17. We consulted the Legislative Council Panel on Economic Development on 

the legislative proposals on 24 April 2017.  Members supported the proposed 

amendments.  The Local Vessels Advisory Committee, Port Operations 

Committee, Pilotage Advisory Committee and High Speed Craft Consultative 

Committee of the Marine Department, as well as the Traffic and Transport 

Committee of the Islands District Council were also consulted and they supported 

the proposal. 
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PUBLICITY 

 

18. A press release will be issued on 19 May 2017.  A spokesman will be 

available to answer enquires.  

 

 

ENQUIRIES 

 

19. Any enquiries on this brief can be addressed to Ms Louisa Yan, Principal 

Assistant Secretary for Transport and Housing (Transport) (Tel: 3509 8162), or 

Mr Cheuk Fan-lun, Assistant Director (Planning & Services), Marine Department 

(Tel:  2852 4403).   

 

 

Transport and Housing Bureau 

May 2017  



Annex A



















Annex B







Annex C
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