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Summary

® Voyage planning is required on all vessels which go to sea.
® Master to ensure plan is drawn up.
® Details of factors to take into account.

1. Prior to proceeding to sea, the master shall ensure that the intended voyage has been
planned using the appropniate nautical charts and nautical pubiications for the area
concerned, laking into account the guioehnes and recommengatiors developed by the
Organization.*

2. The voyage plan shall identify a route which.

2.1 takes into account ary relevart ships' routeing systems
2.2 ensures sufficiert sea room for the safe passage of the ship throughout the voyage
2.3 anticipates all krown navigational hazards and adverse weatter conditions, and

2.4 1akes into account the marine environmental protection measures that apply, and
avoids, as far as possible, actions and activities which could cause damage to the
envirorment

*Refer 10 the Guidelines for Voyage Planning. adopted by the Organization by Rescluticn A.883(21)

1. Reg. 34 applies to all ships which proceed to sea.

2. This is a new Regulatior Paragraph 3 replaces and revises SOLAS V/74 Regtlation 10.2
(Master’s discretion for safe navigation.)

3. The Regulation requires the voyage to be planned ir accordarce with the IMO Guidelines
for Voyage Planning - Resolution A 893(21) (issued as SN/Circ 92) The Regulation
authorises the Master to take voyage planning decisior s for safety or envirormertal
rezsors. It further prevents thre owner charterer or corrpany (as defined in the ISM Code)
from over-ruling any suct decisior The Regulation together with the IMO Guidelines ard
these Guidance Notes supersede MGN 72 and MGN 166.

4. It1s importart to note that Regulation 34 makes a properly prepared voyage plan
mardatory and the plan is liable to be checked during port State control inspections.

5. Small vessels ard pleascre craft - Regulation 34 applies to 2ll vessels. For small vessels
ard pleasure-craft the degree of voyage planning will be depend upon the size of vessel,
its crew and the length of the voyage. The MCA expects zll mariners to mzke a careful
assessrrent of any proposed voyage takirg into accourt all dangers to ravigation,
weather forecasts, tidal predictior s ard other relevart factors including the competence
of thre crew.

Annex 24 - Voyzage Planning. MCA Guidance Notes

Annex 25 - Voyzage Planning. IMC Resolution A 893
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Cap. 369 MERCHANT SHIPPING (SAFETY) ORD «~
Point in Time: 03/07/2009*~ Go

112A. Power of Director to amend Schedules, prescribe
specifications etc., issue instructions, directions or
codes of practice and approve forms

(1) Any regulations made under this Ordinance may
empower the Director to—

(a) amend any Schedule to the regulations;

(b) prescribe, by notice in the Gazette,
specifications, standards or  additional
requirements for the purposes of such
regulations;

(c) 1issue instructions, directions or codes of
practice providing practical guidance with
respect to specifications, standards or

P requirements prescribed by or under such
regulations; or

(d) approve any forms required for the purposes of
such regulations.

(2) Any instructions, directions or codes of practice
referred to in subsection (1)(c) and any amendment
thereof shall be published in such manner as may be
specified in the regulations or, if not so specified, in
such manner as the Director thinks fit; and such
publication shall be notified in the Gazette together
with advice as to where copies may be obtained.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (1)(c) the term
“Director” (& € ) in that subsection includes the
Deputy Director of Marine.
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Cap. 369 MERCHANT SHIPPING (SAFETY) ORD
Point in Time: 03/07/2009%*~ Go

(4) Any regulations made under this Ordinance and any
notice or other instrument made or issued under
such regulations may provide for the adoption, for
the purposes of the regulations, of standards,
specifications or codes of practice issued by The
International Maritime Organization or other
appropriate authority.

(Added 56 of 1990 s. 14)

112B. Supplementary regulation-making power in relation
to international agreements applicable to Hong Kong

For the purposes of giving effect (whether in whole or in

part) to any provisions of any international agreement

applicable to Hong Kong (including the Convention and
> the Convention of 1966 referred to in Part IV)—

(a) asin force from time to time; and

(b) so far as the agreement relates to any matter for
or in relation to which provision may be made
by regulations made under this Ordinance,

any such regulations may—

(1) set out or refer directly to those provisions
(wWhether in a Schedule or otherwise); and
(Amended 10 of 2009 s. 31)

(i) specify (whether in a Schedule or otherwise)
amendments, modifications or adaptations
subject to which those provisions shall have
effect.
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f¢) a tropical storm; -
td) sublrcezing air temperaturcs associated  with gale force winds causmg severe 1oe accrelion on
superstructures;

(¢) winds of force 10 or above on the Beaufort Scale for which no storm waming has been reccived: or
() any other direct danger to navigation.

(23 The master of a ship must, by all means of communication at the master” s disposal. communicate the
information referred to in paragraphs |, 2. 4 and 5 of regulation 32 of C hapter V to—
{4) all the ships in the vicinity: and
(h) the nearest coastal authority with which the master can communicate.

{3) The information must be communicated in English or by means of the International Code of Signals.

(4)  The master of a ship must ensure that the ship complics with the requirements of paragraph 4 of regulation 31 of
Chapter V' when communicating the information by means of radio

(5)  If subsection {2), (3) or (4} is contravened, the master of the ship concerned commits an offence and is liable to a
fine at bevel 4.

[Section:  [258 |Distress situations: obligations and procedures ILN. 122 of 2016 [01/12/2G16 |

1) This section applics to a ship at sca when it is in a position to provide assistance on recciving information from
any source that a person is in distress at sea.

(23 The master of a Hong Kong ship must comply with the requirements of paragraph 6 of regulation 33 of Chapter
V.

{3)  The master of a non-Hong Kong ship must, subjcct to paragraphs 3 and 4 of regulation 33 of Chapler V. comply
with the requirements of paragraphs 1. 2 and 6 of that regulation,

(4)  The master of 1 Hong Kong ship who contravenes subsection (2) commits an offence and is liable to a finc at
level 3,

(%) The master of a non-Hong Kong ship who contravenes subsection (3) commits an offence and is ligble to a fine

Uup IAGHA « Moo hant Nhgipumye (Safers 14 Savvstreon] Fuypeeent uad Sty of Nuvissatson) Keyariatim v
il bevel 2,
[Scction:  [26 {Plan for intended voyage [LN. 122 of 2016 [01712/2616 |

A1) This sectiongocs not apply to Aabip.that operates exclusively within the river trade limils. . )

(2)  The master of a ship must ensure that a plan for the miended voyage of the ship 15 preparcd in comphance with
paragraph 2 of regulation 34 of Chapter V before the ship proceeds 1o swa—
{a) by using the appropriatc nautical charts and nautical publications for the area concerned: and
(b} by taking into account the guidelines and recommendations on voyage planning as adopted and amended

trom time to time by IMO

(3 Thc‘masicr of a ship who contravenes subsection (2 } commits an offence and is liable to a finc at Ievel 4 and to

imprisonment for 2 years.

[Section: |27 [Master's discretion LN 133 of 2016 [01/12/2016 |

(1) A person must nor prevens or restrict the master of a ship from taking or executing any decision that, in the
master” s professional judgement, is necessary for—
fa) the salety of life at sea:
(h} the protection of the marine environment: or
{c) the safety of life at sea and protection of the marine environment,

(23 A person who vontravenes subsection (1) commts an oftence and is lble 0 a tine at level 3 and to
imprisonment for 2 years.
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Rule 1 -

Application

a. These Rules shall apply to all vessels upon the
high seas and in all waters connected therewith
navigable by seagoing vessels.

b. Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the
operation of special rules made by an
appropriate authority for roadsteads, harbours,
rivers, lakes or inland waterways connected with
the high seas and navigable by seagoing
vessels. Such special rules shall conform as
closely as possible to these Rules.

c. Nothing in these Rules shall interfere with the
operation of any special rules made by the
Government of any State with respect to
additional station or signal lights, shapes or
whistle signals for ships of war and vessels
proceeding under convoy, or with respect to
additional station or signal lights or shapes for
fishing vessels engaged in fishing as a fleet.
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. CollisionRegulations A 2

b. The text of this paragraph is substantially the
same as Rule 30 of the 1960 Regulations.
Roadsteads are now included among the areas
for which an appropriate authority may lay down
special rules. A roadstead is an open
anchorage, generally protected by shoals, which
offers less protection than a harbour, This
means that coastal states or local authorities
may make special rules for areas which lie
outside the wusual limits of inland waters.
Mariners should be aware that special rules
may be applicable in such areas and should
consult the Sailing Directions and other
publications  for details. Special rules
concerning lights, sound signals and other
aspects of collision avoidance are in force in
many ports, rivers, canals and inland waters
throughout the world. The final sentence of
paragraph (b) _has been added to stress the
Jeed for conformity. It is hoped that there will

be no proliferation of special rules and that the

authorities will make every effort to eliminate

any important differences with the 1972

Regulations which would be likely to confuse

mariners,




Rule 9

Narrow channels

a. A vessel proceeding along the course
of a narrow channel or fairway shall
keep as near to the outer limit of the
channel or fairway which lies on her
starboard side as is safe and
practicable.

b. A vessel of less than 20 metres in

length or a sailing vessel shall not
impede the passage of a vessel which
can safely navigate only within a
narrow channel or fairway.

c. A vessel engaged in fishing shall not

_impede the passage of any other
vessel navigating within a narrow
channel or fairway.




T

Vessels engaged in fishing

Rule 9(c) requires that the passage of
other vessels navigating within the

channel should not be impeded. It implies
that fishing is permitted when the channel|
s not being used. Rule 9(c) has a wider
application than Rule 9(b). It is not only
vessels which can only navigate within
the channel which must not be impeded.
Even sailing vessels and small power-
driven vessels must be allowed to pass
along or across the channel or fairway.
Fishing vessels are therefore only
permitted to fish in a channel or fairway
when they are able to get an early
indication of the approach of other
vessels which will enable them to clear
the passage in sufficient time.
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