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EDUCATION BUREAU
EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST’S REPORT
Ref, NO.:_
Name: Sy ) Sex: Male
Daté of Birth:20.7.2009 Age:7yrs 8 mths as on 3.4.2017

School: SRS BRG] Class: P.2 (2016/17)

Date of School Visits: 3.4.2017 ,24.4.2017, 8.5.2017 & 26.6.2017

Reason for Referral

@ was referred through the Early Identification and Intervention Programme for P.I Pupils
with Learning Difficulties for assessment and advice on his educational needs.

Background Information
Family Background

S8 is the younger of the two boys of his parents. Both parents are working. The parents hire a
domestic helper to take care of the children’s daily needs. Mother helps the children with
schoolwork. She also brings the boys for playing basketball and swimming lessons. Sy s
cousin (%5F) helps check his homework assignments at times. '

Academic Performance and School Adjustment

According to the Observation Checklist for Teachers in P.1, flll was very weak in Chinese
Language (atthe 1 st percentile). He was slightly weaker than his aged peers in English (9t
percentile). He was better at Math, self-care and social skills.

Review by Student Support Team (SST) in the first term of P.2 indicated that he was lagging
below class level. BEBBR revealed that he liked Chinese but he was weak in English. He managed
to do homework assignments.for Math and G.S. No emotional or behavioural problems were
reported by teachers. Chinese teacher offered accommodation for Dictation and he responded
with efforts and confidence. Mother reported that despite support, lEBwas diffident in learning
English.
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Behaviour Observed

I was invited to work with me individually on 3.4.2017, 24.42017 & 8.5.2017. He
impressed me to be a gentle and polite boy. He was smiling when having a conversation with
me, sharing family experiences, learning performances and activities outside school. He had a
positive outlook and positive relationships with his family members and relatives. He tidied up
things and put back the chair before he left the interview room.

During the assessment sessions, he maintained adequate attention control and worked with
perseverance on all the given tasks. When working on reading tests, he confused word pairs
which looked similar, e.g. read #as £%. Sometimes he read a work pair based on his knowledge
of one word in the pair (read a word pair as¥5#% with knowledge of the word#%. . As aresult, he
made mostly substitution errors. When doing a working memory test, 3l rchearsed the
auditory stimuli in a soft voice before he sound it out. When working on a paper and pencil task,
BB checked his work, found a mistake and correct before he proceeded with the second half of
the test. These behaviours reflect I llcare and efforts to achieve better accuracy of his
written work. His handwriting was of good quality but he had difficulty in recalling/ making
attempt of some word pairs. He also had difficulty in mental arithmetic and used finger counter
to do two digits addition. Some problems with reciting the times table were also observed.

Assessment Findings and Discussion

Intellectual Functioning

The Wechsler Intelligence Scale For Children — Fourth Edition (Hong Kong) was administered on
3.4.2017

Scaled Scores

Subtests on the following areas 1 23 4 567 8910 121BBI4ISIEITIBIONYL R
=
= S1 |Verbal reasoning and concept formation O | . . o
o
]
= 5| VC |Word knowledge and verbal concept formation T 2 s e s lew
|8 =
-
S = co Practical ing and jud in social situations based on under ling of general e F Vo el
B principles
=
U b . .
U.N) * Acquisiions And ok ofa D Eomeiial ) kJa i O o W e & i R
BD |Analysis and synthesis of abstract visual stimuli « s & 8 2 n v . % il
= 2 ; i
5 £| PCn |Abstract and categorical reasoning e e s ek e .
2.8
5 S| MR |Visual information processing and abstract reasoning foe e e s . . e
=, 0%
(PCm) |*-ieneat e siskdaaitvisuatperesptienrand-orsamizaty TN T .. N T w w
DS |Auditory short-term memory and sequencing skills w oeel e e
£z
'i;-. £ LN |Sequencing, mental manipulation, short-term auditory v and visuospatial imaging | = + * * = e e e e
= =
(AR) * Jlneasienl 5 3 e ol Ir R dal l-L-.-v andl T [yt 1ory " & = = = . . " =
S0 CD |Processing speed, short-term memory, visual perception and isual-motor coordination T w o e e s
g_é ss Processing speed, short-term visual memery, visual-motor coordination and visual 1 bl 2 2 o o 6
g = discrimination
e w T 5
(Ca) |"= ing-spasd-and-isualsclest i R Ve "t'..'-i:'-'._- % Ua. et mom m
Remarks: * supplemental subtest <— Average —»
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Scale Composite | Percentile | 95% Confidence | Classification
Score Rank Interval

Verbal Comprehension "VCI:104 61 97-111 Average

Perceptual Reasoning PRI:85 16 78-%4 Low Average

Working Memory WMI:91 24 85-98 Average

Processing Speed PSI:120 91 107-127 Superior

Full Scale FSIQ:99 47 93-105 Average

On the WISC-IV (HK), #8 earned a Full Scale IQ (FSIQ) of 99 at the 47" percentile, classifying
his overall intellectual ability within the Average range. There is a 95% chance that his true IQ is
between 93 and 105. However, there are significant discrepancies between his processing speed
and the other two indices (perceptual reasoning and working memory) (base rate=2.2% and 3.8%
respectively). Also, significant discrepancies are found between his verbal comprehension and
perceptual reasoning (base rate=10.2%). His strengths are in verbal reasoning and concept
formation (base rate=10-25%), and processing speed, visual motor coordination (base rate=2-5%).
His weaknesses are in auditory short term memory and sequencing skills (base rate=10-25%) and
visual information processing and abstract reasoning (base rate=5-10%).

Reading and Writing Ability
Hong Kong Test of Specific Learning Difficulties In Reading and Writing for Primary School
Students — Third Edition(HKT-P(III Junior Primary) Date of Assessment:3.4.2017 & 24.4.2017

Literacy Tests Scaled Score
(mean=10, s.d.=3)
Chinese Word Reading , 6
Chinese Word Dictation 7
One Minute Reading 7
Literacy Composite Score 6.7 weak
Cognitive Tests
Rapid Digit Naming 11
Rapid Letter Naming 9
Rapid Naming Composite 10 average
Rhyme Detection 9
Onset Detection 6
Phonological Awareness Composite 7.5 average
Phonological Short-term Memory 7
Phonological Working Memory 10
Phonological Memory Composite 8.5 average
Homophone Identification 10
Homograph Identification 9
Morphological Skills Composite 29 average
Left/Right Reversal 7
Lexical decision 7
Orthographic Knowledge Z weak

L PV
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¥R ‘s weak in literacy skills. Among the cognitive tests, he attained average performance in all
tests except for orthographic knowledge.

Informal reading assessment using his Chinese textbook (P.2 Term 1level) indicates his good
reading accuracy and fluency for a passage he has learnt in lessons. He also answered all the
questions about the passage well. He had difficulty in writing words like /& ~ #£and k.
Strategies like repetitions, segmentation (breaking a word into smaller parts) and associative
memory (e.g. word family=F 355 }%) were demonstrated and practised with him in the follow-up -
session with him. JElll had good motivation in trying out the new strategies. R told me that he
had been to the library but he had not borrowed books. Though he liked Chinese, apparently he
did not have a reading habit to consolidate his language skills.

In summary, BB has average intelligence but has specific learning difficulties in reading and
writing.

Meeting at School

A meeting was held at school on 22.6.2017 to share the assessment findings and discuss support
plan with the parent and teachers. Mother was understanding and supportive. Knowing tha

was weaker in confidence in learning English, she planned to arrange interesting activities
(drama class and phonic skills training) to help him develop basic skills and interest. With
positive peer influence, John has recently developed a stronger interest in reading books on
Chinese historical figures (e.g. Z244£). Mother would arrange b-weekly visits to the public
library to borrow books in this series. Members also shared books which might help
develop interest in reading English story books (e.g. Lego phonics books).

Conclusion and Recommendations

@8 is 2 polite and gentle boy whose performance in language subjects was lagging behind class
level. Present assessment findings indicate that he has average intelligence. His processing
speed is within the superior range (PS=120) but his perceptual reasoning is within the low
average range. He is also weak in visual information processing and orthographic knowledge.
He was found to have specific learning difficulties in reading and writing. His strength is his
good motivation, attention skills and perseverance when coping with learning tasks. He needs
support to develop his reading and writing skills, as well as his memory skills.

B He would benefit from intensive remedial support in the basic subjects, with a multisensory
approach to learning vocabulary, concepts and skills. He might listen to songs, thymes and
audio books. He could learn and practise skills in breaking down a word into meaningful
parks, highlighting parts which are difficult/ confusing, using small Lego blocks/ letter
magnets to build up words and make up stories about words. Learning about word families
and keeping a notebook of common/ useful vocabulary are helpful, too. Use of the look-
cover-write-check sequence in doing revision for dictation is another way to ease his
memory for words.

B School and Parents might arrange S to join study skills training/ reading and writing
training group. Parents are invited to join the regional parent workshop organised by the
Education Bureau to equip him with support strategies which help with JE&'s learning of
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literacy skills, memory skills and Math skills. To enhance his memory for works/ facts, he
can learn chunking (breaking a long piece of information into smaller, meaningful parts),
grouping (organizing points related to each other) and associative memory skills. Use of
visual strategies or graphic organizers (such as mind-maps and flow charts) and highlighting
keyword with colours is recommended. '

W needs regular reading practice to develop reading skills. He likes Chinese and can
read chapters taught in class. Therefore, Parents might encourage him to read familiar
materials (such as passages chosen from book) to improve reading fluency, and consolidate
vocabulary. Ask him some questions about the passage and encourage him to elaborate or
explain why the characters choose a certain behaviour/ action. Parents might also
encourage @M%nd his brother to read/ borrow books from the library, watch movies
(explore their interests in heroes/ adventures/ drama etc) and find books which might have
comics or fiction written in simple language about the movies. @il is a helpful boy who
might like to share these stories with younger children in school.

Teachers can arrange @l to sit near supportive peers. Peer helpers might help him with
some difficult vocabulary in reading, work with him in retrieving words (e.g. based on
radicals or semantic cues) when writing a composition. They might also recite some short
poems or times table with him to have some practice with memory skills. Encouragement
and positive feedback from teachers on his ideas, efforts made and area of improvement
would help him maintain a positive mindset. Provide him with opportunities to help with
tasks in class would also strengthen his sense of competence in non-academic area.

Assessment accommodation and curriculum adaptation should be provided as needed.
Teachers might consider offering a smaller scope/ using a different marking scheme (adding
marks ) to boost his motivation in doing daily dictation in Chinese and English. He needs
special exam arrangement, such as:

e Additional time (not more than 25%)

His progress should be reviewed by the Student Support Team regularly to revise the needs
for curriculum adaptation and special exam arrangement accordingly.

=
Educational Psychologist

28 Jun 2017

Cir. School/SST, File
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B34 5

Catering for Student Differences ~ Indicators for Inclusion Examples

Area

| Performance Indicator

Examples of Inclusive culture, policies and practices

Domain | Management and Organization
+  Setting up a Student Support Team (SST)
1.1 Planning +  Adopting the WSA to catering for student diversity
+ Keeping a register of students with SEN
+ Assigning duties to members of the SST
1. School +  Co-ordinating all support measures by the SST
Management 1.2 Implementation + Using flexibly various grants, e.g. Capacity Enhancement Grant

(CEG), Student Guidance Grant and Learning Support Grant (LSG),
etc.
Setting up a resource library and a catalogue of resources

1.3 Evaluation

Evaluating the school’s effectiveness in catering for student
diversity

2.1 Leadership and Monitoring

Including “Catering for student diversity” as one of the school
development goals

Scheduling regular SST meetings

2 i;c;ge:fslginpal 2:2  Collaboration and Support | Collaborating with relevant professionals
« Arranging teachers to attend special education courses systematically
2.3 Professional Development |+ .Arranging peer lesson observation and collaborative lesson
planning by teachers
Domain Il Learning and Teaching

3. Curriculum and
Assessment

3.1 Curriculum Organisation

Catering for diversity by organizing group teaching and designing
IEPs, etc.

3.2 Curriculum
Implementation

Arranging curriculum accommodation,collaborative lesson planning,
etc.

3.3 Performance Assessment

Providing assessment accommodations

3.4 Curriculum Evaluation

Modifying teaching according to the diverse needs of students
Evaluating IEPs

4. Student Learning
and Teaching

4.1 Learning Process

Developing student’s study skills and habits

4.2 Learning Performance

Keeping Student Progress Records
Keeping IEP Records
Developing students” multiple intelligences

4.3 Teaching Organisation

Arranging collaborative learning and peer tutoring

4.4 Teaching Process

Carrying out collaborative teaching; adopting a multi-sensory
approach to teaching, etc.

4.5 Feedback and Follow-up

Encouraging independent learning through evaluating the learning
process with students

Encouraging parents to train students at home

Encouraging students’ positive behaviour and enhancing learning
motivation through award schemes

Domain 111

Student Support and School Ethos

5. Student Support

5.1 Support for Student

Development

Cultivating a caring school culture;
programmes, etc.

Facilitating the participation of students with different abilities for
development of their potentials

Organizing activities to enhance students’ awareness and respect for
individual differences

Identifying the SEN of new students as early as possible

organizing peer support

5.2 School Climate

Training up student ambassadors and peer tutors
Organizing pastoral care activities or training young leaders in
promoting inclusive school ethos

6. Partnership

6.1 Home-School Cooperation

Inviting parents to IEP meetings; organizing parent-volunteers
activities

6.2 Links with External

Organisations

Seeking professional support and community resources if necessary

Domain IV  Student Performance

7. Attitude and
Behaviour

7.1 Affective Development
and Attitude

Students have positive self-image

7.2 Social Development

Learning social skills through participation in “circle of friends’

8. Participation and
Achievement

8.1 Academic Performance

Enhanced learning motivation

8.2 Non-academic Performance

Enhanced self-esteem and confidence
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