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Response from the Education Bureau

As non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students regard Hong Kong as their
home, it is imperative for them to be proficient in Chinese and be able to

demonstrate their competitiveness in respect of further studies and career



pursuits with aview to integrating into the local community. The policy
intent is to facilitate NCS students' bridging over to mainstream Chinese
Language classes. Therefore, it is not advisable to provide them with a
simpler Chinese Language curriculum, which will [limit ther
opportunities for language learning in the long run. It involves a
complex professiona decision for embarking on which curriculum mode

in facilitating NCS students’ effective Chinese learning.

To this end, the Education Bureau (EDB) has developed the “ Chinese
Language Curricullum Second Language Learning Framework”
(“Learning Framework”) based on the mainstream Chinese Language
curriculum.  With reference to the “Learning Framework”, teachers can
set progressive learning targets, learning progress and expected learning
outcomes for their NCS students in the reading, writing, listening and
speaking domains so that NCS students with diversified learning needs
can learn Chinese progressively in a “small-step” approach. The
“Learning Framework” has been implemented since the 2014/15 school

year; it takes time and teachers' effort to take root in schools.

In fact, throughout the past years, the EDB has implemented a series
of support measures to facilitate NCS students mastery of the Chinese
language. The EDB will continue to review them and refine individual
measures where appropriate. However, effective language learning is
based on multiple factors. Besides the curriculum, teaching and learning

in schools, learning motivation of NCS students, study skills, time



invested in learning Chinese, and parents’ cooperation and expectation,
etc. are also important factors which contribute to NCS students’ mastery

of the Chinese language.
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