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Annex

BHEERARMBELRD CONSTITUTIONAL AND MAINLAND AFFAIRS BUREAU
B OKF # I GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT
= S R S o J EAST WING
5 'J'f.fd“.f."ilff'_&j_ ’ﬂQ iic NG K CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES
HF AR R Y 2 TIM MEI AVENUE, TAMAR
HONG KONG
Our Ref.: Cl/l/l Tel: 2810 3217
Your Ref.: Fax: 2179 5589
1 June 2018
Ms Joanne Mak

Clerk to Panel on Constitutional Affairs
Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

Dear Ms Mak,

Letter from Hon CHENG Chung-tai

I refer to your letter dated 17 May 2018 attaching the letter of 16
May 2018 from Hon CHENG Chung-tai and reply as follows.

Established Principle

Under the principle of “one country, two systems”, when Hong
Kong journalists conduct lawful and regular reporting activities in the Mainland,
their right of reporting should be respected, and their personal safety,
protected.  Journalists should comply with the relevant local laws and
regulations when conducting reporting activities in the Mainland.

The following assistance from Mainland Offices of the HKSAR

Government is available to Hong Kong journalists who are reporting in the
Mainland:

(a) providing information on the relevant Mainland laws, regulations and
procedures;

(b) liaison with the relevant Mainland authorities; and



(c) relaying the reporters’ views and requests to the relevant Mainland
authorities.

On the past occasions when Hong Kong journalists were attacked
or in distress in the Mainland, the HKSAR Government was very concerned
and had taken follow-up actions and responded to questions raised by the
Legislative Council. When the HKSAR Government learned about the
incidents on those occasions, it immediately contacted the relevant Mainland
authorities through its local Mainland Offices to ascertain the latest situation,
registered concern over the incidents, and asked the authorities to take
follow-up action. Depending on the circumstances and the need in the
individual cases, the Immigration Divisions of the HKSAR Government’s
Mainland Offices took the initiative to contact the journalists concerned to see
to their needs and provide practical assistance.

Two Cases of Concern to Members

Attack on a Hong Kong journalist at the Dujiangyan Municipality of Sichuan
Province

The HKSAR Government is very concerned about the attack on a
Hong Kong journalist who was reporting at the Dujiangyan Municipality of
Sichuan Province on 12 May 2018. On the day of the incident, the Chief
Executive and the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs were
attending an event in Sichuan. Upon learning about the incident, the Secretary
for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs immediately registered concern with
the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Offices (HKMAO) of the State Council and
the Sichuan Provincial People’s Government. The Immigration Division of
the Economic and Trade Office of the HKSAR Government in Chengdu also
approached the Hong Kong journalist to relay the Government’s concern over
his situation and to see to his need for any assistance.

On 16 May 2018, the HKMAQO of the Sichuan Provincial
People’s Government relayed to the HKSAR Government an account by the
Press Office of the Sichuan Government on the outcome and actions taken in
relation to the incident. As reported by the Press Office of the Sichuan
Government, the Public Security Bureau of Dujiangyan Municipality, after
investigation and verification, had punished the two Mainland residents
involved in the incident in accordance with the law.



Hong Kong video journalist taken away by public security officers in Beijing

The HKSAR Government is very concerned about an incident on
16 May 2018 where a Hong Kong video journalist was taken away by the
public security officers when covering news in Beijing. Upon learning about
the incident, the HKSAR Government immediately registered concern with the
HKMAO of the State Council through its Beijing Office, and learned that the
HKMAOQO was already actively following up on the incident with the
departments concerned. Subsequently, the Beijing Municipal Public Security
Bureau issued a statement, giving an account of the events and stating that the
public security authorities respected regular reporting activities of journalists
and protected the legal rights of journalists to conduct lawful reporting
activities.  The Immigration Division of the Beijing Office had also
approached the video journalist concerned to understand his situation and to
provide any possible assistance.

Future Follow-up

The HKSAR Government is very concerned about the safety of
Hong Kong journalists who conduct lawful reporting activities in the Mainland,
and will maintain liaison with the relevant Mainland authorities with a view to
exploring ways to prevent similar incidents in future.

Yours sincerely,

‘%)ﬁijrz Cla,

( Phyllis Chan )
for Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
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