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Submission to Panel on Development 
"Planning for land supply in Hong Kong" 

I am pleased to submit the Construction Industry Council's (CIC) submission 
in response to the Panel on Development special meeting on 19 September 2018 to 
receive views on "Planning for land supply in Hong Kong" for your consideration. 

As the statutory body representing the construction industry, it is a function of 
the CIC to provide a communication platform for industry stakeholders to reflect their 
views on important matters to the Government. In support of the public engagement 
exercise conducted by the Task Force on Land Supply, the CIC organised the 
"Construction Industry Land Supply Consultation Forum" on 8 July 2018 to collect the 
industry's views on land supply issues. The chairman and members of the Task Force 
attended and exchanged views with the audience of over 200 practitioners from 
different sectors of the construction industry at the forum. 

Participants included frontline workers, technicians, professionals and 
employers. Furthermore, 19% of those attended were of age 18-30 while 12% were 
above 60, indicating a strong participation from the younger generation as well as the 
silver generation. 

There was a general consensus at the forum and the following were the key 
views expressed on land supply issues: 

a) Land shortage problem is very serious in Hong Kong and is suffocating the 
economic and social development of Hong Kong. 

b) Land shortage is the major cause of rising housing cost and is a major concern 
of industry practitioners, especially among the younger generation. 

c) Very little new land was created by way of reclamation in the last decade, 
which was the main culprit of the current land shortage problem. The 
construction industry strongly supports land reclamation at near-shore areas 
outside Victoria Harbour as the main source of new land in the medium to long 
term future. 
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d) Land reclamation can also absorb a substantial amount of construction waste 
generated by local construction activities, thus alleviating the pressure on 
public land fill sites. 

e) Adequate and steady land supply is important for meeting existing land 
demand as well as for building a land reserve for future development. 

f) The construction industry also supports the development of brown field sites, 
the periphery of country parks and more new development areas in the New 
Territories. 

g) Relevant Government departments and regulatory bodies should review the 
applicable approval processes to enable better streamlining and prompt 
implementation of the feasible land supply options. 

h) All 18 short to long term and conceptual land supply options proposed by the 
Task Force are worthy of further studies to establish their viability. The 
Government should deploy appropriate resources to undertake such studies 
as soon as possible. 

Forum participants were requested to complete a questionnaire survey 
regarding their views on the land supply options. The responses were generally in line 
with the above views. The consolidated response is attached for your perusal. 

The CIC had deliberated and is presenting the above views as the general 
sentiment of the construction industry on the subject of land supply. We have also 
submitted the same views to the Task Force on Land Supply for their consideration. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

CHAN Ka-kui 
Chairman 

Encl.: Consolidated response of the questionnaire survey conducted at the 
"Construction Industry Land Supply Consultation Forum" held on 8 July 2018 
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