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Proposal to protect endanger Marine life Sea Turtle n Finless Porpoise in
Hong Kong by the designation of south Lamma and Soko islands and their
adjacent waters as Marine Protected Areas.

Sham wan is Hong Kong only remaining area suitable for seaturtle to
lay eggs .Since 1997 there has sea turtle hatchlings recorded in this
beach.The number of turtle nest in Sham Wan has decline from 5 in 1998 down
to lnest a year from 2000 to 2012, then no nest ever gsince, except one nest
recorded on a beach in Lantau.The Sham Wan beach was designated as seasonal
protected area banning human activities .But there is no rules or
regulations to restrict any recreation and boat activities in the water
within the bay.Sea Turtles swimming in the bay are subjected to rigk of
being killed by colloision with all kinds of boats. ln recent years 2013
,2014,2016 each year 10 dead sea turtles in HK's southern n eastern waters
had been officially recorded.But there had been live sightings of sea
turtles in HK waters each year since 2013,though declining from 9 to 3 in
the first nine months of 2017 .Additional protective measure is urgently
needed to prevent further killing sea tutles in HK waters.We need properly
managed Marine Protected Areas(MPA) banning all human n boating activities
can provide safty to sea turtles and other large marine animals such as the
finless porpoise.

Waters between Lo So Shing bay and Ha Mel Wan bay are areas frequent
by Finless porpoise. 1ln this area as well as waters around the Soko islands
Finless porpoise has been often seen feeding .This two areas should be
designated as Marine protection areas to protect HK endanger species the
Finless porpoises.MPA were set up since 1996 to protect Chinese White
dolphins,mangrove and coral ecology,mostly in northeast and northwest
waters. But up to now Hong Kong's southern waters ,where seaturtle and
finless porpoise are frequently found are not given any protection.

Marine Protection Areas in our southern waters should be established
to prevent deveopment and human encroachment into endanger species feeding
and breeding areas. The local population of finless porpoises has declined
rapidly.now less than 200.Deaths caused by boat collision,net
entanglement,marine pollution.Threats from coastal development leading to
loss of feeding and breeding areas. Annual average death rate of 20 per
year ,up to 29 dead finless porpoises was recorded in 2012. 1t is a race
against time before we wipe out last of the HongKong sea turtle nesting
site and its population, and deplete local finless porpoise population if
no improvement to protect these endanger species.

Professor Wong MK JOHN

ex chairman of

HK Marine Conservation Society
17.5.2018
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