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Panel on Food Safety and Environmental Hygiene
Legislative Council of HKSAR

By email only

14 September 2018

Dear Legislative Council members,

Re: Issues relating to the proposed establishment of the Agricultural Park

Tsiu Keng is a traditional agriculture area where there are plenty of good quality
farmlands. In the Notes of the Kwu Tung South OZP, the Director of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation classified the agricultural land in Tsiu Keng as good, and
recognized that the field condition and farm access in the area are good as well’. The
Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) does not object to the resumption of land

for the Agricultural Park (Agri-Park), however, we consider that there should be

carefully planning and thorough discussion on the detailed design of the Agri-Park, in

order to fulfil the “sustainable agriculture” requirement mentioned in the New

Agriculture Policy. Any potential adverse impacts on active farmland, fallow farmland,

local hydrology, soil quality, natural streams, local farmers, biodiversity and inhabitants
should be avoided and minimized. Ecological surveys and studies on the ecological
value and hydrology of the area should be conducted before performing any site
formation for the proposed Agri-Park. Different farming zones of the Agri-Park should
be delineated according to the topography, hydrology and soil condition of the area.
Built-up and paved areas should be minimized in the Agri-Park, while the majority of

the area should be used for soil cultivation.

However, limited information is provided by the Government for environmental NGOs,
farmers, and the public to discuss and comment on the detailed planning, design and
development of the Agri-Park. Even though a masked copy of the report on preliminary
technical study for the establishment of the Agri-Park (Agreement No. NTE/1/2016)
was obtained from the Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD), most of

the key information and numbers in the report were masked. Yet, regardless of all the

above, the Government has still pressed on with gazetting the road, which claimed to

facilitate the establishment of the Phase | of the Agricultural Park (Agri-Park) in Tsiu
Keng. We have already expressed our concern in a joint statement to the Legislative
Council dated 19 January 2018 (Attachment 1, available in Chinese only).

1 Section 9.8.1 of the Explanatory Statement of the Draft Kwu Tung South OZP S/NE-KTS/15
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Currently, there are no details on the justifications of the current layout of the gazetted
road and how it would assist in the overall development of the Agri-Park. We are

concerned the road would lead to a direct loss of active farmlands (Figure 1) and a

change in the hydrology of the area. For the development of Agri-Park, we consider
that the impact on farmlands (particular areas that are actively farmed) should be
minimized, the existing footpath network should be well-utilized, and the area of
arable farmland should be maximized for cultivation for crop production. We consider

that there are several things regarding the gazetted road that remain unclear:

e The Agri-Park will be divided into 3 regions for traditional, greenhouse and organic
farming respectively. However, the exact locations and size of these regions are
unknown. It is unclear how the alignment and scale of the current gazetted road
would facilitate the development of these regions of the Agri-Park and if any

alternative alignments are considered.

e Existing active and abandoned farmlands in Tsiu Keng are well connected with
concrete footpaths which are in good condition and are currently used by farmers.
It is uncertain how the current alignment of the gazetted road can maximize the

use of these concrete footpaths and minimize the impacts on farmlands.

e Plan No. 3540/GZ/001 and Resumption Plan No. DNM3526 under PWP Item No.
7471R0O indicated that a section of an existing footpath is proposed to be resumed
and modified. We consider that the current footpath is already in good condition
(Figure 2), there is no information on the justification for the modification and in
what way it will be modified.

Given that all key information in the preliminary technical report were masked such

that it cannot facilitate any meaningful discussion on the road works, and limited

information is available to support the current scale and layout of the gazetted road,
and the direct loss of active and fallow farmland of potentially high ecological and
agricultural value HKBWS objects to the road works of the Phase | Agri-Park.

We are also concerned that the preliminary technical report was heavily masked — a
practice that is not consistent with “open Government” and also implies there is

something to hide — which undermines the sincerity of the consultation process.

We urge relevant Government departments/bureaux to clearly explain and address our

above concerns in detail. Thank you for your kind attention.



Yours faithfully,

Woo Ming Chuan
Senior Conservation Officer

The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society
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Figure 2. The gazetted road will affect active farmlands. The concrete footpath proposed to be modified is still in good condition. Photographs taken in Decemb

er 2017.
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