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(Translation)

Panel on Housing

Motion passed under agenda item 111
""2018 Rent review of public rental housing™
at the meeting on 10 July 2018

This Panel urges the Housing Authority ("HA") to expeditiously review the rent
adjustment mechanism for public rental housing ("PRH"), and while the change
in the income index should be used as the basis for adjustment, elements such as
inflation and household expenditure should also be included in the adjustment
mechanism, such that rent will be adjusted to a level which is more affordable
by residents; at the same time, HA should also consider introducing relief
measures to assist residents, including considering the provision of a one-month
rent waiver and enhancement of the rent assistance scheme, in order to relieve
the financial pressure brought about by the 10% increase in PRH rent on
residents.

Moved by : Hon KWOK Wai-keung, JP

Seconded by : Hon LUK Chung-hung, JP
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(Translation)

Panel on Housing

Motion passed under agenda item 111
""2018 Rent review of public rental housing"
at the meeting on 10 July 2018

This Panel requests the Housing Authority ("HA"):

1. to review the rent adjustment mechanism for public rental housing ("PRH")
and adjust rent in a more comprehensive, fairer and more reasonable
manner, with a view to ensuring that the mechanism can truly reflect the
affordability of PRH residents, as well as to consider including factors that
affect the financial status of residents, such as inflation rate, etc., as the
indicators for setting rent levels.

2. to enhance the rent assistance scheme, such that households with financial
difficulties but with no improvement in income can have their rent frozen
during the rent increase cycle, in order to fulfil the intent and spirit of the
rent assistance scheme.

3. that HA be urged to examine, during the rent adjustment period in 2018,

the feasibility of offering households a one-month rent waiver, so as to
relieve the financial pressure of grass-roots households.

Moved by : Hon Andrew WAN Siu-kin
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(Translation)

Panel on Housing

Motion passed under agenda item 111
""2018 Rent review of public rental housing"
at the meeting on 10 July 2018

It is the fourth time in a row that the Housing Authority increases rent by 10%.
However, with the soaring prices these days, the living burden of public rental
housing ("PRH") residents is becoming increasingly heavy, as the increase in
their income has mostly been offset by inflation; in addition, the Government,
albeit having substantial fiscal surplus, has not proposed in the Budget any
measures to pay rent for PRH residents, and actually it is difficult for some
tenants to afford a 10% increase in rent. This Panel considers that a review of
the existing rent adjustment mechanism, which has been in use for 10 years,
should be conducted, and the review should include studying lowering the
ceiling of each rent increase, adjusting rent once every three years instead of
every two years, and taking the factor of inflation into account when calculating
income, etc. At the same time, this Panel urges the authorities to offer a
one-month rent waiver to PRH tenants, with a view to relieving the pressure
brought about by rent increase.

Moved by : Hon Wilson OR Chong-shing, MH

Seconded by : Hon Vincent CHENG Wing-shun, MH



