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) C SP CALIFORNIA SCHOOL OF
PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY

30 March 2016

Hon Mr. IP Kin Yuen

Legislative Councillor

7/F, Chung Kiu Commercial building
51 Shantung Street, Mong Kok,
Hong Kong

Dear Hon Mr. IP,

This is an addendum to the letter dated 2 March 2016 addressed to you from Louis Ma,
Director of the School of Continuing and Professional Education (SCOPE) at City
University of Hong Kong regarding the Doctor of Psychology in Clinical Psychology (PsyD)
Program offered by the California School of Professional Psychology (CSPP) at Alliant
University (AU). This addendum is from the CSPP-HK Program, and it is also shared with
SCOPE.

| thank you for facilitating an opportunity to dialogue with members of the Hong Kong
Psychological Society’s (HKPS) Division of Clinical Psychology (DCP). We are eager to
engage in communications that will ultimately serve Hong Kong’s mental health treatment
needs. The purpose of this letter is to clarify information provided in the letter from
SCOPE, and to address some of our additional ongoing concerns with the HKPS-DCP. |
request that the below listed concerns be on the agenda for our discussions with HKPS.

Before all else, we take all voiced concerns about our program seriously. If you are
receiving complaints from any of our students, we would greatly appreciate a chance to
address the students’ specific concerns.

In terms of the HKPS, our first concern is that, despite our repeated clarifications, the
HKPS-DCP continues to spread false information that the CSPP-HK Program is not
recognized by a local and reputable professional society in the United States. This false
information has led to the appearance that our program, and by extension our graduates,
do not meet professional accreditation standards. The fact remains that the CSPP-HK
Program has been evaluated and has received accreditation by a reputable professional
society widely recognized in the United States. | would gladly provide any additional
information to demonstrate that the CSPP-HK Program is accredited by Association of
State and Provincial Psychology Boards (ASPPB)/National Registry. Similarly, HKPS has
continued to spread false information that the CSPP-HK Program was refused
accreditation by the American Psychological Association, despite the fact that we have
repeatedly clarified that the American Psychological Association offers accreditation only
to university programs conducted entirely in the United States — it would not evaluate or
accredit programs in Japan, Hong Kong or even in Canada.



Second is the concern that the HKPS-DCP has sought to harm CSPP-HK Program
students through dissemination of false and misleading information. Our students and
alumni have reported that the release of a 3 March 2014 letter from HKPS-DCP has
directly resulted in denial of training opportunities at the student’s clinical placement sites,
as well as denial of employment to our graduates. These letters from HKPS-DCP to the
local Hong Kong NGO are attached scanned document, title “HKPS 2014 letters to NGO”.
Whereas the reports from our students and graduates are difficult to substantiate in writing
since no organization would document on paper their reasons for denial of an applicant, it
has been reported to our alumni verbally and to me personally from supervisors of clinical
placement agencies that HKPS has pressured them to exclude our students from agency
training workshops and not to offer jobs to our graduates.

Third is the concern that the HKPS-DCP has sought to deny the CSPP-HK Program and
its graduates their means of livelihood through the denial of access to essential
professional materials. HKPS-DCP has a proprietary arrangement with the distributor of
the Hong Kong version of the child’s intelligence test, the WISC-IV (HK), in that
professionals can acquire the test only with membership in the HKPS-DCP. The HKPS-
DCP claims that our doctoral level graduates are not qualified to own or administer the
test, when in fact, the reason our graduates do not have access to this one test instrument
is because HKPS-DCP does not accept our graduates as members. Their assertion that
only those clinical psychologists who have “earned the eligibility of being a qualified user of
WISC-IV (HK)” meet professional standards is both misleading and self-serving. CSPP-HK
Program students have over one year of academic course work in providing psychological
assessment, which includes training in administration and scoring of the intelligence tests
known as the WISC and WAIS as well as other assessment devices. In addition, our
students have clinical field training opportunities to conduct full psychological
assessments. Our students are trained to the U.S. standards for conducting full
assessment batteries and rendering psychiatric diagnosis

Finally, the HKPS-DCP through its direct mailings, web postings, and at various meetings,
have repeatedly implied that the CSPP-HK Program training is sub-par and that only
students of Chinese University of Hong Kong and University of Hong Kong meet standards
for training as a clinical psychologist. The traditional U.S. training program, on which the
CSPP-HK Program is based, is different from the traditional Hong Kong model. For a
comprehensive comparison, please see attached. While different, the US training model is
not inferior.

We look forward to a facilitated dialogue with HKPS-DCP members about the above listed
concerns.

Sincerely,

/{ %/\J”’gg‘f ’5 /

TIEN Liang, Psy.D, ABPP
Professor and Director; AIU/CSPP-HK Program
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