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Hong Kong Association of Doctors in Clinical Psychology
Position Paper on the

Accredited Registers Scheme for Healthcare Professions (Clinical Psychology)
(Oct 2017)
Background

In the past decades, the demand for clinical psychology services in Hong Kong has been rapidly
on the growth. Patients generally have to wait for months before they are given their first
appointment if the service is sought via government healthcare services. Non-government
agencies are not immune to this disadvantaged situation due to the short supply of clinical
psychologists in Hong Kong. As a result, general public suffers from a dearth of mental health
professionals to serve the escalating needs.

In view of the disadvantageous situation, The Hong Kong Association of Doctors in Clinical
Psychology (HKADCP) has put great efforts in supporting the Accredited Registers Scheme for
Healthcare Professions (Clinical Psychology).

The Hong Kong Association of Doctors in Clinical Psychology believes that:

1.  The Accredited Registers Scheme for Healthcare Professions is advantageous to
the clinical psychology profession as well as to the public because the Scheme will
provide a regulatory function to ensure the quality and competence of accredited
clinical psychologists in the provision of mental health services to the community.

2. Clinical psychology profession, similar to any other professions, should be obliged to fulfil
requirement of continuous quality improvement and should benchmark its best practice
with its international counterparts.

3. Clinical psychology is a scientific discipline on human behaviours and problems which
required practitioners with good knowledge foundation and competence in scientific
inquiries at doctoral level training. Current master level as a minimum academic
requirement of clinical psychologists are common place in under-developed or developing
countries and therefore the requirement in Hong Kong should be gradually uplifted to
doctoral standard so as to align with the trend in developed countries.

4.  Prior to any future local statutory enactment to govern the practice of the profession, and
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the establishment of a local professional council whose standards are benchmarked with
well- established systems in other developed countries, qualification of clinical
psychologists should be based on/or substantiated by the professional membership in,
licensure of, or registration at recognized Psychological Board, National College and/or
Professional Association in these countries, such as USA, UK, Australia, Canada and New

Zealand.

In the long run, making reference to local Chinese Medicine Practitioner system, clinical
psychology profession in future can introduce public examination to local and non-local
trained clinical psychology graduates for their professional qualification.

Inclusiveness, equity and professionalism provides fundamental tenets of a fair Accredited
Registers Scheme that will offer the best interest to the public and solemn protection of the
profession at all times from favouritism and protectionism.
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