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70 years on, WWII munitions still pose a risk

Expert says 30%of ordnances failed to explode, were left in place for decades, littering tropical island

d many Palauans mistakenly believed the bombs were not dange
e problem,

“They are getting old, they are deteriorating,” he said,

“Some of this ordnance, one ) alr it can undergo :

The rusting hulks of tanks and field artillery are a common sight in the jungles
of Peleliu, but the fighting that scarred the Pacific island in WWI| also lef: a
more dangerous legacy — unexploded bombs,

A Japanese airfield made the 10-kilometer (six-mile) long island a prized assel
during the conflict, with the Americans determined to seize il at any cosl.

The island — about an hour's boat ride from the Palau capital Koror —
underwent months of aerial and naval bombardment before US marines
launched an amphibious invasion in September 1944 that was expected to take
just three days,

Instead, the assault dragged on for almost three months and became one of
the bloodiest encounters in the Allied "island hopping" campaign, claiming
about 13,000 Japanese and 3,000 American lives,
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Three killed as World War Two bomb explodes 2010
in Germany

Work was proceeding with a waler culler o gel brough (e fuse of the bomb when il went of, twas due o be defused al
10,30pm but detonated at 9 450m,

Fire department officials went from door-to-door to enforce the evacuation, after
fire trucks had passed through the streets, instructing residents with loudspeaker

announcements to |eave their homes immediately.
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Bombenraumung in Miinchen
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