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To . Members of the Finance Committee

Amendments to the Procedures for Finance Committee and
its subcommittees

The Finance Committee approved at the special meeting on
1 March 2018 two motions moved by Hon Martin LIAO Cheung-kong to
amend the Finance Committee ("FC") Procedure, Establishment
Subcommittee ("ESC") Procedure and Public Works Subcommittee
("PWSC") Procedure. Attached are the replacement sheets of these
Procedures (paragraphs 37A and 39 of the FC Procedure; paragraphs 31A
and 32 of the ESC Procedure; and paragraphs 32A and 33 of the PWSC
Procedure) for members' retention.
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29. Where the Administration is seeking approval of the Committee under
paragraph 5 of the Resolution of the Legislative Council passed on 14 March 1990 on
Capital Investment Fund, the Committee may specify terms and conditions in relation
to such approval.

Practice and Procedure of the Committee

30. Subject to the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council, the
Committee shall determine its own practice and procedure [Rule 71(13)].

Order in Committee

31. The Chairman is responsible for the observance of the rules of order in
the Committee. His decision on a point of order shall be final [Rule 44].

32. - The Chairman, after having called the attention of the Committee to the
conduct of a member who persists in irrelevance or tedious repetition of his own or
other members’ arguments in the discussion, may direct him to discontinue his speech
[Rule 45(1)].

33. A member may not interrupt another member except -

(a)  on a point of order which he wishes to bring to notice for the
Chairman’s decision; or

(b)  to seek elucidation on some matters raised by that member in
the course of discussion, if the member speaking is willing to
give way and the Chairman agrees [Rule 39].

Language

34, A member may address the Committee orally in either Putonghua,
Cantonese or English. Replies by the public officers and other persons attending may
likewise be in either Putonghua, Cantonese or English. All Committee papers are in
both Chinese and English.

Manner at Meetings

35. Members should remain seated at meetings and need not rise in order to
speak. There is no need to stand when the Chairman enters or leaves.

36. Members should raise their hands or press the "Request to speak” button
(where one is installed at their seats) to indicate their intention to speak.
(FCR(2011-12)70)
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Motions

37. Subject to the decisions of the Committee made from time to time, Rules
29 to 35 of the Rules of Procedure shall apply, with necessary modifications, to the
proceedings of the Committee in dealing with motions.

37A. During the deliberation of an agenda item, prior to the question on it being
put to vote, a member may move a motion without notice to express a view or views on
the agenda item if the motion is considered by the Chairman as directly related to the
agenda item and if agreed by a majority of members that it should be proceeded
forthwith. No debate shall take place to ascertain if members will so agree. Each
member may propose no more than one such motion, which is not amendable. Any
proposed motion has to be in written form and presented by a time specified by the
Chairman.

(FCR(2007-08)33; FC168/17-18)

Rules of Speaking

38. The rules of speaking set out in Rules 36 to 42 of the Rules of Procedure
shall apply to the proceedings of the Committee unless the Chairman orders otherwise
[Rule 43].

39. A member when speaking on a proposal in the Committee may move
without notice that discussion on an item be now adjourned. Thereupon the Chairman
shall propose the question on the motion to adjourn [Rule 40]. A member, when
speaking on the question, may not speak more than once [Rule 38] and shall not make a
speech for more than three minutes or any time period as decided by the Chairman.
When no or no more member indicates his intention to speak on the question, the
Chairman shall forthwith put the question on the motion to the Committee for its
decision. No member may speak on the question after it has been put [Rule 33].
(FCR(2007-08)33; FC168/17-18)

Pecuniary Interest to be Disclosed

40. Rule 83A and Rule 84 of the Rules of Procedure shall apply to the
proceedings of the Committee.

41. There are situations in which the usual rules regarding pecuniary
interests do not apply, such as when an item proposes changes to Members’ salaries
and allowances as Members of the Council. In these cases, there is no need for
members to declare their individual interests. The Chairman shall declare that all
members have the same pecuniary interest in the question and the Clerk records the
statement. Members may then speak and vote.
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Withdrawal of Agenda Items

23. At an ESC meeting, the Financial Secretary or, in his absence, the
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury, the Permanent Secretary for Financial
Services and the Treasury (Treasury) or a Deputy Secretary for Financial Services and
the Treasury (Treasury) may withdraw an item -

(a)  at any time before it is put to the vote; or

(b) by unanimous consent of the ESC after it has been put to the
vote but the result is not yet declared by the Chairman.

(FCR(2003-04)17)
Amendments to the Administration’s Proposals

24. Under section 8 of the Public Finance Ordinance, proposals to change the
approved Estimates of Expenditure must come from the Financial Secretary, and
members cannot amend the Financial Secretary’s proposals. The ESC must discuss and
vote on any proposal as it stands. If the ESC does not approve the proposal, it would
then be for the Financial Secretary to consider whether to make a fresh proposal
amended in such a way as may make it acceptable to the ESC.

Practice and Procedure of the Establishment Subcommittee

25. Subject to the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council and the
procedure endorsed by the FC, the ESC determines its own practice and procedure
[Rule 71(13)].

Order in the Establishment Subcommittee

26. The Chairman is responsible for the observance of the rules of order in the
ESC and his decision on a point of order shall be final [Rule 44].

217. The Chairman, after having called the attention of the ESC to the conduct
of a member who persists in irrelevance or tedious repetition of his own or other
members’ arguments in the discussion, may direct him to discontinue his speech

[Rule 45(1)].
28. A member shall not interrupt another member except -

(a) on a point of order which he wishes to bring to notice for the
Chairman’s decision; or
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(b) to seek elucidation on some matters raised by that member in
the course of discussion, if the member speaking is willing to
give way and the Chairman agrees [Rule 39].

Language

29. A member may address the ESC orally in either Putonghua, Cantonese or
English. Replies by the public officers and others persons attending may likewise be in
either Putonghua, Cantonese or English. All ESC papers are in both Chinese and
English.

Manner at Meetings

30. Members should remain seated at meetings and need not rise in order to
speak. There is no need to stand when the Chairman enters or leaves.

31. Members should raise their hands or press the "Request to speak” button
(where one is installed at their seats) to indicate their intention to speak.
(FCR(2011-12)70)

Motions

31A. During the deliberation of an agenda item, prior to the question on it being
put to vote, a member may move a motion without notice to express a view or views on
the agenda item if the motion is considered by the Chairman as directly related to the
agenda item and if agreed by a majority of members that it should be proceeded
forthwith. No debate shall take place to ascertain if members will so agree. Each
member may propose no more than one such motion, which is not amendable. Any
proposed motion has to be in written form and presented by a time specified by the
Chairman.

(FCR(2007-08)33; FC168/17-18)

Adjournment of Proceedings

32. A member when speaking on a proposal in the Subcommittee may move
without notice that discussion on an item be now adjourned. Thereupon the Chairman
shall propose the question on the motion to adjourn [Rule 40]. A member, when
speaking on the question, may not speak more than once [Rule 38] and shall not make a
speech for more than three minutes or any time period as decided by the Chairman.
When no or no more member indicates his intention to speak on the question, the
Chairman shall forthwith put the question on the motion to the Subcommittee for its
decision. No member may speak on the question after it has been put [Rule 33].
(FCR(2007-08)33; FC168/17-18)
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Withdrawal of Agenda Items

24. At a PWSC meeting, the Financial Secretary or, in his absence, the
Secretary for Financial Services and the Treasury, the Permanent Secretary for Financial
Services and the Treasury (Treasury) or a Deputy Secretary for Financial Services and
the Treasury (Treasury) may withdraw an item -

(a) at any time before it is put to the vote; or

(b) by unanimous consent of the PWSC after it has been put to
the vote but the result is not yet declared by the Chairman.

(FCR(2003-04)17)
Amendments to the Administration’s Proposals

25. Under section 8 of the Public Finance Ordinance, proposals to change
the approved Estimates of Expenditure must come from the Financial Secretary, and
members cannot amend the Financial Secretary’s proposals. The PWSC must discuss
and vote on any proposal as it stands. If the PWSC does not approve the proposal, it
would then be for the Financial Secretary to consider whether to make a fresh
proposal amended in such a way as may make it acceptable to the PWSC.

Practice and Procedure of the Public Works Subcommittee

26. Subject to the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council and the
procedure endorsed by the FC, the PWSC determines its own practice and procedure
[Rule 71(13)].

Order in the Public Works Subcommittee

217. The Chairman is responsible for the observance of the rules of order in
the PWSC and his decision on a point of order shall be final [Rule 44].

28. The Chairman, after having called the attention of the PWSC to the
conduct of a member who persists in irrelevance or tedious repetition of his own or
other members’ arguments in the discussion, may direct him to discontinue his speech

[Rule 45(1)].
29. A member shall not interrupt another member except -

(a) on a point of order which he wishes to bring to notice for the
Chairman’s decision; or
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(b) to seek elucidation on some matters raised by that member in
the course of discussion, if the member speaking is willing to
give way and the Chairman agrees [Rule 39].

Language

30. A member may address the PWSC orally in either Putonghua, Cantonese
or English. Replies by the public officers and other persons attending may likewise be
in either Putonghua, Cantonese or English. All PWSC papers are in both Chinese and
English.

Manner at Meetings

31. Members should remain seated at meetings and need not rise in order to
speak. There is no need to stand when the Chairman enters or leaves.

32. Members should raise their hands or press the "Request to speak" button
(where one is installed at their seats) to indicate their intention to speak.
(FCR(2011-12)70)

Motions

32A. During the deliberation of an agenda item, prior to the question on it being
put to vote, a member may move a motion without notice to express a view or views on
the agenda item if the motion is considered by the Chairman as directly related to the
agenda item and if agreed by a majority of members that it should be proceeded
forthwith. No debate shall take place to ascertain if members will so agree. Each
member may propose no more than one such motion, which is not amendable. Any
proposed motion has to be in written form and presented by a time specified by the
Chairman.

(FCR(2007-08)33; FC168/17-18)

Adjournment of Proceedings

33. A member when speaking on a proposal in the Subcommittee may move
without notice that discussion on an item be now adjourned. Thereupon the Chairman
shall propose the question on the motion to adjourn [Rule 40]. A member, when
speaking on the question, may not speak more than once [Rule 38] and shall not make a
speech for more than three minutes or any time period as decided by the Chairman.
When no or no more member indicates his intention to speak on the question, the
Chairman shall forthwith put the question on the motion to the Subcommittee for its
decision. No member may speak on the question after it has been put [Rule 33].
(FCR(2007-08)33; FC168/17-18)
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