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Question:
Follow-up questions on JAO11 and JAO12:

(i) For deaths in respect of which further death investigation reports are ordered by the
Coroners, how long on average does it take to complete the investigations?

(i) What is the average lapse of time between a death and the commencement of a death
inquest?

Asked by: Hon HUI Chi-fung

Reply:

() The responsibility of conducting death investigation rests with the Police. The
Judiciary does not keep statistics in respect of the time required to complete further
death investigation.

From operational experience, the length of time required for further investigation
depends on which aspect of the case has to be further looked into, and it is not
uncommon to take six months to one year or sometimes even longer to complete,
depending on the circumstances of each individual case.

(i)  The Judiciary does not have the statistics available in respect of the time lapse
between a death reported to the Coroner to the commencement of a death inquest.

The time required by a Coroner to decide whether to hold a death inquest varies on a
case by case basis depending on a whole range of factors. The decision by a
Coroner on whether to hold a death inquest is a judicial decision made having due
regard to all the relevant facts of the death concerned. For each death case which
has been ordered by the Coroner to be investigated, the Police will submit a death
investigation report. Having taken into consideration the expert opinions of the
pathologists, forensic pathologists and medical practitioners, medical history of the
deceased, the course of events leading to the death and the findings of police
investigation, the Coroner will decide whether to order the Police to conduct further
investigation. The Coroner will then decide whether to hold a death inquest after
the investigation has been completed.
- End -
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