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Observation of dogs and cats on public health grounds

The Rabies Ordinance (Cap. 421) provides for the prevention and
control of rabies and for related matters.

2. Sections 7(1)(d)(i) and 7(1)(d)(iv) of Cap. 421 stipulate that an
authorized officer' may seize and detain any animal that he has reasonable
grounds to believe has not been vaccinated against rabies as legally required?
or has bitten any person. In addition, pursuant to section 13(1)(c) of Cap. 421,
an authorized officer may give directions in writing to the keeper of any animal
to deliver the animal for detention in a quarantine centre, observation centre or
other specified place for a period that he specifies in the direction. If any
person fails to comply with the direction, within a reasonable time, an
authorized officer may seize the animal and remove it to a quarantine centre,
observation centre or other place of detention for such period as he considers
necessary. A person who without reasonable excuse fails to comply with the
direction given to him commits an offence and is liable to a fine of $10,000.

3. Under the Dogs and Cats Ordinance (Cap. 167)3, sections 6(1)(b)(i) and
6(1)(b)(iii) empowers any police officer or any authorized officer® to seize,

Under Cap. 421, an authorized officer means a person authorized by the Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation, the Deputy Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation or an Assistant Director of Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation.

2 Under the Rabies Regulation (Cap. 421A), dogs aged over five months shall be licensed,
microchipped and vaccinated against rabies.

Cap. 167 provides for the keeping, regulation and control of dogs and cats, for the
prohibition of the slaughter of dogs and cats, and for related matters.

Under Cap. 167, an authorized officer means a person authorized by the Director of
Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation.
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remove and detain any dog or cat which he has reasonable cause to believe to
be suffering from any infectious disease or any dog which he has reasonable
cause to believe has inflicted any bite or attack on any person, whether in a
public place or not. Section 9 of Cap. 167 stipulates that where a dog or cat
or any other thing is seized under this Ordinance, it shall be detained at such
place and for such period as an authorized officer may specify.

4, Recent incidents concerning two cats being ordered by the Agriculture,
Fisheries and Conservation Department to be put under observation upon
receipt of complaints from the public have aroused concerns from some
members of the Subcommittee and the public. The relevant press cuttings are
in Appendix. The Subcommittee will discuss the subject of "Observation of
dogs and cats on public health grounds" at its meeting on 31 October 2017.
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