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Date: 8 April 2019

Dear Mr. Kwok Wai Keung,

I'am a member of the HKICPA, | am writing to express our concerns on a proposed blanket ban
on importation, selling and distribution on e-cigarettes and other alternative tobacco products
announced in the Government Press Conference held on February 13th 2019.

Many smokers around us have already switched using the alternative tobacco products because
of the benefits they bring, not only to themselves but also to their friends and families around them.
They expressed that a blanket ban will only force them to switch back to traditional cigarettes or
illicit alternative tobacco products. Is this what the Government wants to happen in Hong Kong?

Although both conventional cigarettes and alternative cigarettes are harmful to health, studies by
independent parties have proved that e-cigarettes and heat-not-burn products emit a significantly
lower level of harmful substances and odor. These alternative cigarettes would be a-good news
to smokers who find it hard to quit smoking, as well as non-smokers who are exposed to harmful
second-hand smoke.

The Government is responsible for safeguardin% the interests of the people and upholding the
core values of Hong Kong, including human rights, freedom and tolerance of different stances
and views. When smoking is still legal in Hong Kong, the Government should respect the freedom
of choice of the 600,000 existing smokers and provide them with better alternatives. | urge the
government not to ban e-cigarettes and alternative smoking products altogether and start a
genuine discussion with the community to come up with a balanced solution.

I believe proper regulation, enforcement and education are the right way to minimize the negative
impact of smoking to the community. I trust that you can provide wise feedback on behalf of our
profession to the Government.

Most grateful for your kind attention.

Sincerely,

Lam Ka Ngai (HKICPA membership A43579)
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Date: 8" April 2019

Mr. Kwok Wai Keung

Clerk to Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019
Legislative Council Secretariat

Legislative Council Complex,

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Kwok,

The proposed Ban on alternative tobacco products

I 'am writing to express my view on the proposed ban on e-cigarettes and heated tobacco products as
announced on February 13, 2019. I believe these alternative products should be properly regulated

rather than implementing a complete ban.

There has been numerous international studies proving that alternative tobacco products are less

* harmful compare to traditional cigarette. As a non smoker, I think these alternative tobacco products
also reduce the harm of smoking to others. I understand these products are not completely risk-free.
However, merely banning it doesn’t help smokers to quit smoking or prevent young people to smoke.
That is why regulation and education is needed to make them as safe as possible and ensuring these

products are inaccessible to protect young people.

The smoking community in Hong Kong should be given the freedom of choice to use less harmful
products and to use products which are able to assist them to quit smoking. I sincerely hope that the

government can look at the statistic and implement regulations instead of a total ban.
Appreciate and grateful for your attention in the urgent matter
Yours sincerely,

Melody Chan -
HKICPA: 048530
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8 April 2019

Kwok Wai Keung

Clerk to Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019
Legislative Council Secretariat

Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

Dear Mr Kwok

Regulate e-cigarettes and heated tobacco products

I am writing to you as a Professional Qualified Accountant to express my thoughts on the latest legislative
proposal on the complete ban of e-cigarettes and heated tobacco products as announced on February 13,
2019. I personally believe that alternative product, like e-cigarettes, should be regulated instead of a
complete ban.

From the international studies and researches on the e-cigarettes and heated tobacco are significantly less
harmful to the traditional cigarette. These alternative products are proven to be an effective tool to quit
smoking.

As a non-smoker, I believe that a total ban is not practical as there are other ways in which smokers can
still purchase the products in the black market and will only encourage more illicit trade. This will prevent
many cigarette smokers from switching to proven safer alternatives. Therefore the Hong Kong
Government should regulate e-cigarettes and heated tobacco products and educate the public and the
smoking community of the safer alternatives. The smoking community in Hong Kong should be given the
freedom of choice to use less harmful products and to use products which are able to assist them to quit
smoking.

In addition, many countries, such as the United Kingdom, Japan, Korea and Malaysia are regulating e-
cigarettes and heated tobacco products, whereas, Hong Kong, being a part of the international
community, should take notice of the direction taken by some its closest international counterparts in
order to stay competitive and maintain it’s international city image. ‘

I sincerely hope that you can help provide this and other relevant information and feedback to the
government and that Hong Kong should regulate heated tobacco products and not to implement a total
ban.

Yours sincerely,

d 1
Katherine Lo {,}[\

HKiCPA So42251
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-8t April, 2019

Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019
Legislative Council Secretariat,

Legislative Council Complex,

1 Legislative Council Road, Central, Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Kwok Wai Keung,

Regulate e-cigareties and heated tobacco products

As amember of the HKICPA, I am writing to express my concerns on a proposed blanket ban on importation,
selling and distribution on e-cigarettes and other alternative tobacco products announced in the

Government Press Conference held on February 13%, 2019.

There has been numerous irrefutable international studies proving alternative tobacco products such as e-
cigarettes and heated tobacco are significantly less harmful to traditional conventional cigarette smoking.
These alternative products are proven to be an effective tool to quit smoking. I understand these products
are not completely risk-free and that is why regulation is needed to make them as safe as possible and

ensuring these products are inaccessible to protect young people.

The Government is responsible for safeguarding the interests of the people and upholding the core values
of Hong Kong, including human rights, freedom and tolerance of different stances and views. Therefore, we
urge the government not to ban e-cigarettes and alternative smoking products altogether and start a

genuine discussion with the community to come up with a balanced solution.

I believe that a propoer regulation, enforcement and education would be the right way to minimize the

negative impact of smoking to the community, instead of a total ban.

Thanks for your attention.

Yours sincerely,

Stephanie Yeung

Ol
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Date: 08/04/2019

Mr. Kwok Wai Keung

Clerk to Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019
Legislative Council Secretariat

Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

Dear Mr. Kwok,

I understand that the Hong Kong government has proposed a new bill to implement a complete
ban on heated tobacco products. | would like to express my view that these heated tobacco
products should be allowed to be sold in Hong Kong and be regulated instead of a total ban.
Such ban is not practical as there are other ways in which smokers can still purchase the
products in alternative ways. '

Moreover, | believe that implementing a total ban on heated tobacco products instead
regulating will take away the choice of a better alternative product (when compared to
traditional cigarettes). From various studies, heated tobacco can potentially reduce
approximately 90 to 95 per cent of harmful chemicals than cigarette smoke and this option
should not be taken away from current smokers.

As the member of HKICPA, I sincerely hope that you can help provide this and other relevant
information and feedback to the government and that Hong Kong should regulate heated
tobacco products and not to implement a total ban.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours faithfully,

5049854 {HKICPA student number)

Lh—
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April 8t 2019

Clerk to Bills Committee on Smoking (Public Health) (Amendment) Bill 2019
Legislative Council Secretariat :
Legislative Council Complex

1 Legislative Council Road

Central, Hong Kong

Online Submission reference number: DC3B7600

RE: The Proposed Ban on Alternative Cigarettes Products

Dear Chairman,

[ am a professional accountant who work in Hong Kong and | also register in both
Canada and the UK. In related to the recent release of the proposed bill by HK
government on the proposed ban related to alternative tobacco products, | would like to
express my concern on this topics. From what | have learnt through different sources in
both Hong Kong and the UK, | understand that these alternative tobacco products
potentially reduce up to 95% harmful chemicals than traditional cigarettes.

Public Health England (“PHE”) has recently released a new film showing the
devastating harms that come from smoking, and how this can be avoided by switching
to e-cigarette, heated tobacco or another type of quit aid. Around 2.5 million adults are
using e-cigarettes in UK, and they have helped thousands of people successfully quit
(hitps://www.gov.uk/government/news/phe-health-harms-campaign-encourages-
smokers-to-quit).

On another point, PHE even recommended those who are unable to quit to switch to
alternative tobacco products and provide proper regulations in prescription in order to
assist the smoker to quit in a long run. (http://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-
releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-new-public-health-england-report-e-

cigarettes/) ,

As a non-smoker, | fully agree that traditional cigarette is harmful. Alternative tobacco
products would be another options for those who would like to continue to smoke and/or
cannot quit due to their own personal reason. Total ban to these alternative products,
not only leave smokers in Hong Kong no choice but to continue on traditional cigarettes,
which is known to be more harmful. In addition, this would encourage illicit trade and
the black market — but not helping in protecting those under-aged, which is the point HK
government is focusing on.

I was brought up through my education and profession training on relying on factual
studies. However, the recent action by the Hong Kong government to implement a
complete ban did not demonstrate to me that they did look into the facts before making



such proposal. As the LegCo member representing us, | sincerely hope you can take
part and provide appropriate feedback to the government to avoid this total ban and
leaving people in Hong Kong with no choice. Proper regulation but not a complete ban
should be the right way to go. The Hong Kong Government should listen to its people’s
voice.

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter and really hope you can help to pass this
message to the Government and resulting the right action.
//
yd

Lf‘ Lam Pui Sum Ada
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